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NEWSLETTER NO. 58
MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF A.E.HeS.

HERE WE GO AGAIN -

ANOTHER SPRING AND NOW SUMMER AND THE A.E.H.S. IS OFF AND RUNNING TO A GREAT
SEASON 1. IT ALL BEGAN WAY BACK LAST WINTER WHEN OUR GREAT BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MET REGULARLY AND MADE EXTENSIVE PLANS FOR OUR 1986 ACTIVITIES, AND IT OPENED
THE SUMMER WITH OUR MEETING ON SUNDAY APRIL 27, IN SKOWHEGAN. CONSENSUS SAYS
IT WAS AN IDEAL MEETING FROM LOCATION, WEATHER, FOOD, SPEAKER AND TOGETHERNESS.

NOW- ON TO FREEPORT
MARK YOUR CALENDAR AT ONCE, FOR WE ALL GET AWFUL BUSY AT THIS TIME OF YEAR.

SUNDAY, JUNE 291! CLAM~-LOBSTER-FRANKFORT BAKE AT WINSLOW PARK CAMPGROUND 1l
SOMETHING FOR ALL OF US UNDER THE DIRECTION OF PRESIDENT JOHN SKILLIN et. al.
TICKETSARE GOING ON SALE IMMEDIATELY AND ARE REASONABLY PRICED AT $12.50 UNTIL
JUNE 10, THEN THEY SKYROCKET TO $15.00 PER PERSONs $ 3.00 allows children to eat.
WE MUST MAKE RESERVATIONS TO SAVE THE COOK, SO PLAN, CONTACT ANY ONE OF US AND
COME, COME, COME, TO A REAL FUN AFFAIR.

COLBURN HOUSE AFFAIRS

THE UNITY COLLEGE ELDERHOSTEL PROGRAM WILL BRING A CLASS TO VISIT THE REUBEN
COLBURN HOUSE ON MONDAY JULY 28, THERE WILL BE ABOUT 35 PEOPLE WHO WANT TO
KNOW ALL ABOUT THE HOUSE AND ABOUT BENEDICT ARNOLD, CURATOR CROSBY WILL BE

IN ATTENDANCE AT THAT TIME. THIS IS PART OF AN ELDERIOSTEL THEME WEEK ON
MAINE HISTORY-THE PENOBSCOT AND KENNEBEC RIVERS IN PARTICULAR. MOST OF US ARE
ALREADY FAMILIAR WITH WHAT ELDERHOSTEL PROGRAMS HAVE TO OFFER AND CANNOT SAY
SAY ENOUGH ABOUT HOW WORTHWHILE, INEXPENSIVE AND EDUCATIONAL ( WITHOUT ANY
STRESS ) THESE WEEK-LONG PROGRAMS CAN BE. MORE INFO IF YOU NEED IT.

THEN ON JULY13, WE UNDERSTAND, THE MAINE PARENTS OF THE THREE ACADEMIES ( NAVAL
ANNAPOLIS AND AIR FORCE ) WILL BE CONVENING AGAIN AT THE COLBURN HOUSE FOR ONE
OF ALL OF THEIR MEETINGS. GREETINGS TO THESE PROUD PARENTS AND WELCOME TO THE

ARNOLD EXPEDITION HISTORICAL SOCIETY WHOSE MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN TC ALL INTERESTED

PERSONS.

APPRECIATION TO THE STATE OF MAINE WHO CAME TO THE RESCUE OF ALL AT THE COLBURN
HOUSE AND INSTALLED A COMPLETELY NEW SEPTIC TANK SYSTEM RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF
THE WINTER. WE ARE AWARE OF THE MANY DEMANDS ON THIS BUREAU AND FIND THEM MOST

COOPERATIVE UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES.
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I REMEMBER =

WITH APOLOGIES TO DOWN EAST MAGAZINE IN HOPES OF AVOIDING A LAW SUIT FOR
HAVING BORROWED ONLY A TITLE FROM ONE OF THEIR PAGES

AND WITH CONTINUED APPRECIATION FOR ALL TIME TO MRS. PAUL E. HANNEMAN WHO
NEVER CEASES TO MAKE SUCH IMPORTANT MATERIAL AVAILABLE TO US FROM OUR DEAR
FRIEND AND BENEFACTOR, HELEN COLBURN POMEROY IN SAN FRANSICO, CALIFORNIA.

" ON THE SLOPE BY THE KENNEBEC
WHERE MY CHILDHOOD HAD ITS WAY
I REST ME WHILE MY MEMORIES TICK
WHAT IS WITH VISIONS OF THAT DAY "

THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNT WAS WRITTEN BY BERTHA COLBURN FOR HER NIECE HELEN
AVERELL COLBURN, BOTH OF WHOM WERE THE LAST LIVING DESCENDANTS OF THE COLBURN
FAMILY TO OCCUPY THE HOUSE WHEN IT WAS ACQUIRED BY THE STATE IN 1972, :

I WAS BORN IN A HOUSE BUILT BY MY GREAT GRANDFATHER IN 1765. HE WAS A SHIP
BUILDER AND BUILT SHIPS IN PITTSTON AND WISCASSET. MY GRANDFATHER ALSO BUILT
SHIPS IN NANTUCKET. MY EARLIEST RECOLLECTION OF MY HOME IS A LARGE WHITE HOUSE
ON A HILL FACING THE RIVER, WITH THE FRONT DOOR COVERED WITH GRAPEVINES. AT THE
SOUTHWEST CORNER, A HIGH BOARD FENCE EXTENDED ABOUT TWELVE OR FIFTEEN TOWARD
THE WEST, THEN TURNED AT A RIGHT ANGLE STRAIGHT DOWN THE HILL TO THE LINE WHERE
CAPTATN FLITNER'S LAND JOINED OURS. ALONG THIS TALL FENCE THERE WERE MULBERRY
BUSHESPLANTED TQO PROVIDE FOOD FOR THE SILKWORMS , A PROJECT OF MY UNCLE JOIN'S.
THESE WORMS OR CATERPILLARS WERE KEPT IN THE MIDDLE CHAMBER AND AUNTIE SAID
THEY WERE SO VORACIOUS SHE COULD HEAR THEM EAT AS SHE PASSED THROUGH THE ROOM.
OUR UNCLE JOHN WAS A STUDENT. ALTHOUGH THERE WAS NO PUBLIC LIBRARY, HE HAD
ACCESS TO SQUIRE GARDINER'S PRIVATE LIBRARY AT THE OAKLANDS. HE TAUGHT SCHOOL
FOR AWHILE AND IF HE HAD LIVED, WOULD HAVE CARRIED ON THE PLACE AS SCIENTIFE =-
CALLY AS POSSIBLE IN THOSE DAYS. BETWEEN THE HOUSE AND THE CORNER WHERE THE
FENCE TURNED TO THE SOUTH MIDWAY, THERE WAS A SEAT FLANKED ON EITHER SIDE BY
LILAC BUSHES AND ON THE SEAT I DISPLAYED MY HOLLYCOCK LADIES IN THEIR BRILLIANT
GOWNS AND USED DAINTY TEA SETS MADE FROM POPPY SEED VESSELS. IT WAS A SUNNY
DELIGHTFUL NOOK IN WHICH TO PLAY. ON THE SOUTHWEST OF THE FLOWER GARDEN THERE WAS
A GRAPE ARBOR. I FANCY THE GRAPES WERE LIKE THOSE ON THE HOUSE OF THE CONCORD
VARIETY, VERY LATE IN RIPENING. THE GARDEN WAS LAID OUT BY AUNTIE TO OCCUPY
HER MIND AFTER THE DEATH OF HER HUSBAND, CAPTAIN DAVID LAWRENCE, WHO DIED AT
SEA ONLY EIGHT YEARS AFTER THEIR MARRIAGE, ON THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE HOUSE
A PICKET FENCE STARTING WITH A GATE RAN TO JOIN THE SAME SORT OF FENCE WHICH
EXTENDED FROM THE FLITNER DRIVEWAY TO THE PLACE WHERE THE CHAPEL IS NOW STAND-
ING, THUS DIVIDING THE LAWN INTO TWO SECTIONS, FOLLOWING THE FENCE AROUND THE
NORTH AND EAST SIDES OF THE SOUTHERN ENCLOSURE WAS A ROW OF CURRANT BUSHESj
AMONG THEM A LARGE FLOWERING CURRANT AND ANOTHER MOST PECULIAR BLACK CURRANT
WITH A QUEER TASTE. I NEVER HAVE SEEN ONE LIKE IT SINCE. BY THE GATE WAS A
CLUMP OF MONKHOOD, I USED TO AVOID THAT AS A LITTLE GIRL. ON THE SLOPE OF
THE HILL, GREW A VERY OLD AND VERY LARGE GNARLED TREE THAT BORE TINY SWEET
RUSSET APPLES WHICH, COMBINED WITH QUINCES, MADE A MOST DELECTABLE PRESERVE.
THE BROWN STONE CROCK THAT CONTAINED THESE PRESERVES ARE STILL ON THE PANTRY
SHELF BUT THERE ARE NO MORE APPLES TO FILL IT, THERE WERE MANY PEAR TREES
SCATTERED ABOUT. THE CARRIAGE HOUSE STOOD NEAR THE HOUSE, PART OF IT BACK OF
THE ELL WITH A WALK BETWEEN. A LARGE GATE OPENED ONTO THE ROAD.
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THERE IS MUCH MORE TO THIS VERY COMPLETE MANUSCRIPT, COPIES OF WHICH CAN BE
OBTAINED TO ANYONE INTERESTED IN THE REST OF THE STORY. WE CAN PRESENT MORE
EXCERPTS AT TIMES,
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Available from us at S1.50 per package * & %
10 sheets of note paper with the above picture ol the Colburn House.
10 sheets of plain paper and 10 envelopes.
Kindly add 30 cents if by mail.
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