ARNOLD EXBEDITION HISTORICAL SOCIETY

NEWSLETTER N0, 25 poe \ DECEMBER 10, 1974

- Dear Members and Friends:

1974 has been an interesting and progressive year for the AEHS. This
fact also indicates that some of our members have been very busy.

I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank all of those
devoted members that have so generously contributed their time, effort, and
expense that we might be successful in achieving some of our aims and goals.

This expression of gratitude is also extended to those that have con-
tributed financially to the Society. Without these devoted members our Society
would be unable to achieve our goals; and we do have a number of worthwhile
projects. In case you are not aware of our purposes and aims, please refer
to our promotional brochure. We would be pleased to mail one, if requested.

Most of our activity for the last two years has been confined to the
planning and preparation of the reenactment of the American expedition to Quebec
in 1975; marking the two hundredth anniversary of that outstanding historic
event in which one hundred men from the Territory of Maine were involved in
addition to one thousand others from the Northern Army based at Cambridge,
Massachusetts,

This reenactment (identified as AEQ-75) promises to be one of the most
outstanding and comprehensive projects to evolve in commemoration of the
American Revolution Bicentennial.

AEQ-75 involves the organization, cooperation, and co~ordination of three
separate armies; Col., Arnold's army, marching through Maine; Gen. Montgomery's
army marching through New York State to Montreal and Quebec; and the British
Army defending the Quebec stronghold.

Colonel Thernton McGlamery will command the expedition of fourteen militia
companies through Maine to Quebec.

Tom Nolan, of Arden, New York, will lead the Montgomery force to Montreal
and meet the Arnold Army in Quebec.

As of present date, the commanding officer of the British force has not
been appointed, but the defenders are being organized. ,

Time limitations will forbid conducting a fully authentic reenactment.
Most participants will utilize their full two weeks vacation period. Conse=-
quently, the event will begin on September 20th at Cambridge, Massachusetts,
and finalize at Quebec City on October 5, 1975, This will represent the time
when the original expedition was well on their way in 1775, «

However, all of the military participants are required to be dressed in
authentic Revolutionary period attire and accouterments,. They will follow
the original march route as closely as possible, leap-frogging, by military
transport, from one community and historic site to another,

They will encamp in tents, many of original design, at campsites along
the way, where they will hopefully be dined and entertained by the Kennebec
Dead River and Chaudiere Valley communities,

They will, in turn, show exhibits, musters, and parades and participate
in pageants, dances, and dedications,

A fleet of batteaux, replicas of the ones used in the original expedition,
will be exhibited and water-borne demonstrations given.
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AT QUEBEC

Three days, October 2-3-4-5, will be spent in Quebec City, where the
military persomnel will be quartered in the Menage Grand Allee. A mock
battle will take place near the citadel on the Plains of Abraham, followed
by a grand parade through the upper and lower towns of 0ld Quebec. There
will also be a ball and banquet. Commemorative plaques will be dedicated
at points where Col. Arnold and General Montgomery fell, Other activit;es
will be added before finalization of plans.

EXPLANATION OF PURPOSES

The reenactment of the expedition is not to be interpreted as the exal-
tation or glorification of any single individual, but rather, it is a living
commemoration of the sacrifices, dedication, and patriotism of an army of
citizen soldiers who sought to establish a new nation free of tyranny and
oppression. Additionally, it is not the intent of the AEQ-75 commemoration
to be perceived as a "grand parade." A comprehensive review and understand-
ing of the purposes which underlie AEQ-75 should dispel any such limited
perspective,

The primary purposes of AEQ-75 will be the promotion of cultural heritage,

international relations, community involvement, historic identity for Maine
and a living history = - -

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND CREDIT

The AEHS takes: this opportunity to express itS‘gratitpde, and to acknow-
ledge credit to:

1, The Maine National Guard for contributing a troop transport unit,
with persomnel, through Maine to Quebec City, and return,vduring
the upcoming reenactment.

2. The Defense Department of Quebec for the use of their beautiful
armory in Quebec City during our stay.

3. The Maine Bureau of Parks and Recreation, for their cooperation
in preparing the Major Colburn ecomplex (AEHS Headquarters) for the
Bicentennial activities involved in the reenactment,

4., The American Revolution Bicentennial Commissions of Maine, New
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and New York for officially
endorsing AEQ-75; and especially, the Maine Commission for the
$7,000 planning grant to help us get started.

Tﬁere is evidence that other State endorsements (without financial sup-
port) will be forthcoming. Although several direct contacts and applications

have been made wirh +he NMasfanal Disavtemmdal GUuuuisSlon and the Bicentennial
Admintocrawcon, no official endorsement has been forthcoming.

However, AEQ-75 will proceed as planned. Many devoted volunteers, in-
cluding both staff and persomnel, are dedicated in their attempt to make it
a success. Appeals, approaches, applications and negotiations are continu-
-1ly going on. Many contacts have been made with business corporations in
an attempt to enlist their cooperation and participation. Although the
response has been at a minimal, there are indications of increased interest
in our endeavors as the Bicentennial approaches. We hope to be able to
announce some substantial support from this source in our next newsletter.




-
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Most of the communities along the expedition march route to Quebec,
the adjacent settlements along the river valleys of the Kennebec, Dead and
Chaudiere rivers, have already made initial contacts with us to begin
planning for cooperative bicentennial programs that will be tied to our
theme. Bicentennial committees, Chamber of Commerce, DAR Chapters, Boy
and Girl Scouts and historical societies are especially interested. We
encourage and invite their involvement.

THREE MAINE MILITIA COMPANIES

Maine residents that are interested in participating in the military
expedition to Quebec, AEQ-75, may be interested to know that there are three
militia companies within the State that are still open for enlistment.

They are: The Oliver Colburn Company of Pittston, Maine, led by Capt. Neil
MacLean of Farmingdale, on the reenactment; the Capt. Goodrich Company, led
by Capt. Roger Shorey of York, Maine; and the Samuel McCobb Company, led

by Capt. David Holmes of Detroit, lMaine.

Application forms will be forwarded on request from our headquarters
office. See Newsletter heading.

BOY SCOUT INVOLVEMENT

A select unit of Eagle Scouts from the Pine Tree Council, BSA in Maine
is being organized and trained to participate in the reenactment events in
1975.

About thirty young men are presently being counseled and prepared in a
series of workshops sponsored by our Society and conducted by your president;
Thornton McGlamery, Reenactment Director; Ed Knox, Boy Scout Activities Chair-
man; and Dennis Prefontaine, Scout Executive.

The unit will be dressed in authentic Revolutionary period attire and
accouterments., They will act as guides, information agents, messengers and
first-aid attendants during the reenactment.

The AEHS will furnish each participating Scout with an appropriate
certificate and identifying plaque.

BATEAU FLEET BULLDUP

We shall use a small fleet of fifteen batteaux to accompany the expedi-
tién to Quebec next fall. Financial limitations will confine us to this
number. Each boat is costing us four hundred dollars. Six of them are com-
pleted and we hope to have the remainder by next August. Donations will be
gratefully accepted to help defray the cost of these craft, which were a
'significant feature of the original expedition. We suggest that each of the
fourteen companies build a bateau of their own to be kept as a souvenir of
the reenactment. The Society offers to mount a bronze plaque on each bateau
used on the expedition.

Private individuals and corporations are also invited to donate a bateau
for AEQ-75. 1In all cases, after the reenactment, these unique craft can be
retained as practical souvenirs, or donated to the AEHS for useand exhibi-
‘tions purposes at the Major Reuben Colburn Shipyard site and museum on the
Kennebec River at Pittston, Maine.




DOCUMENTARY FILMING ‘

We hope to have several film productions, devoted to the expedition
and the reenactment, recording the various aspects of this great event by
late fall of 1975.

Although a number of producers are presently interested in a variety
of presentations, no final agreement has been reached. However, one con-
tact is very promising and we hope to announce soon that a first class
dramatic film is underway. Some preliminary exploratory investigations
have already been made.

AEHS DOCUMENTARY FILMING

Our Society has already done some initial documentary filming of the
expedition under the supervision and management of some of our own members,
including cinema-tographers Arthur Griffith, Bates College News director,
and Paul Fournier of Fournier-Filmcom, Hallowell, Maine. Bob Cunningham,
Society VP, did the directing, as fifty volunteer soldiers from various states
acted real-life parts in moving batteaux up the river in a variety of water
‘conditions typical of those encountered by their forbears. Even a steady
rain helped to emphasize the authenticity of the occasion!

A wilderness campsite episode also showed the starving men devouring their
dog and boiling their moccasins for nourishment, while soldiersy led ;byg¢thee
Indian woman Jacataqua, portaged their bateaux over the ledges of the carry
around the Carratunk Falls.

A field muster, mess-call and other typical field activities were re-
corded on fifteen hundred feet of 16mm film during this project on the Sandy
River, and Kennebec River at Solon, last September.

Sound effects were also recorded as a fife and drum unit accompanied
the proceedings with authentic Revolutionary period musical orders.

We plan to add other segments to this documentary, which will be used
for educational purposes and presentations.

PARTICIPATION BY DESCENDANTS

There is an increasing number of persons applying for participation in
the reenactment that are descendants of some of the outstanding men that
took part in the March of 1775. Among these names are Colburn, Meigs, Arnold,
Burr, Haskell and Bigelow. Doubtless, there will be others. It is expected
that one of Captain Oliver Colburn's direct descendants, thirteen year old
Oliver Colburn, of Manchester, Massachusetts, will act as drummer, or fifer,
for the Colburn Company when they hit the trail next year!

FEMALE INVOLVEMENT

As in the original expedition, there will be thyée women participating
in the reenactment. They will represent Sergeant Grier's wife; Mrs. Warnmer,
the wife of an enlisted man; and Jacataqua, the half-breed Indian that ac-
companied Aaron Burr to Quebec. The first two were killed at Quebec.

In addition to the military, there will be other participation by the
ladies, including guides, information agents, coordinators, and bilingual
interpretors. Volunteers are invited. We are presently in need of a woman ‘
director to oversee all female activities.
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PUBLICITY

We have received excellent support from the news media, both nation-
wide and in Canada, including TV, radio and news publications. Several
writers have mentioned us quite extensively in books, atlases and guides,
Local TV coverage is increasing as the zero hour approaches., We suggest
that you check frequently on TV programs if you would like to follow up
our progress. Books are being written, and plans are being implemented
for various film productions.

COLBURN COMPLEX RESTORATION

The State Parks and Recreation Bureau has started the first phase of
building restoration on the Major Colburn property at Pittston. The first
project is to repair and replace decayed timbers in the two century old barn,
which was originally constructed with vertical sawn and hand hewn timbers.
The house, barn and carriage~house will be shingled and painted in the
spring before bicentennial activities get congested. More extensive in-
terior restoration is scheduled after the reenactment is over. The Parks
and Recreation Bureau has been very cooperative with us in their planning
and scheduling., i

ARCHAEOLOGICAL REPORT

Due to the heavy pressure of reenactment planning and preparation,
there has been some interference and delay in other projects. Archaeology
has been one of them.

However, in September we conducted two digs, one at "The Evergreens"
campsite in Solon. That dig was directed by Harold Brown, of Bath, which
produced a number of Indian artifacts.

The other dig was at the 'hospital site' at Carry Ponds, and was di-
rected by Florence Elliot, of Round Pond, Maine. That dig produced metal
and pottery sherds related to the 1775 expedition, The major find was a
figured clay pipe bowl dated to the same period. Perhaps the pride and joy
of some officer on the expedition!

We hope that more 'dig buffs' will volunteer for more projects in
1975, The first activity of this kind is scheduled for the first of June
at Carry Ponds. We also plan to hold a painting bee at the same time on
the 'Upton Cabin',

1975 promises to be the busiest and most exciting yet. We hope to
have all of our members participate in as many activities as possible.
It's so fun and educational to get involved.

TOURS AND CRUISES

Many folks were disappointed and missed our annual Kennebec River
Cruise last fall, while others were unable to take the four day tour to
Quebec City.

This coming year we hope to accommodate all those wishing to enjoy
these trips again. Several tour arrangements are being studied results
will be forthcoming in time for you to plan.




PROPOSED COSTUME SHOW AND BALL

commemoration in 1975 by sponsoring a grand costume show and ball in Augusta,
probably in conjunction with our semi-annual meeting in February.

A committee is now being formed to get this event underway. It would be

- ¢pea to the public and all participants will be required to.be dressed in
authentic Revolutionary attire. Period music and square dances will be a
feature.

We advise and earnestly urge all of our members that do not presently
have appropriate dress to arrange now to get them. Many of our women folks
-have already made uniforms for the militia men. If you need assistance in the
proper design or material, contact us at headquarters.

We would appreciate any written response from our members as to their
attitude, and intent to participate, in this proposed venture; being the first
big party honmoring our 200th birthday of a great nationm.

If present plans materialize, we shall usher in the U. S. Bicentennial .

DR. SENTER - DR. BARNARD

One of the many interesting little projects that will combine to make
our reenactment, next fall, so exciting and interesting is worth telling here:

Dr. John Barnard, Staff Doctor at the Augusta General IHospital, will play
the part of Dr. Isaac Senter during the reenactment. Of course, he will
carry the most modern medical kit with him, as he accompanies the troops to
Quebec.

In addition, he will also carry, and exhibit, a replica of an antique
Revolutionary period medical kit, with the same type of instruments and acces-
sories as those used by Dr. Senter two hundred years ago.

One of Maine's outstanding craftsmen, Myron Varney of Fall Crest, Solon,
Maine, has been chosen to assemble and construct this unique assembly, which is
composed of wooden, metal and leather components.

Other products of Myron's fine skills include etched powder-horns, wooden
canteens, plaques, pistols, muskets and rifles, tomahawks and knives of the
Revolutionary period.

NEW PUBLICATIONS

One of the most interesting and informative books to come to the writer's
attention was recently released by the Garneau Bditiong,47 Rue Buade, in Quebec.
The title of this masterpiece is "GHAUDIEKE-KEWNEBEC," grand‘chemin secu-
laire (the great historic travelway - Readers interpretation.)
~ The author is Honorius Provost, M.A., Archivist of the Seminaire of Quebec,
and a well known Quebec historian. He is an AEHS member, and has contributed
much to the planning of the upcoming reenactment. ,
Although the text is mostly in French, the contents are so valuable as to
be worthy of translating and transcribing. The 415 page book sells for $12 and
may be ordered from the above address.
Years of deep study and reserach have provided an amazing amount of history
.of Beauce, and the international intercourse along the Chaudiere-Kennebec river
valleys. It should be included in every history-buff's library. '
"Benedict Arnold - The Dark Eagle" by Brian Boyland, zu1interest1ng account
of America's controversial patriot-traitor, written by one of America's pro-

mising historical writers, his tenth book - published by W. W. Norton & Co., -
Inc., New York, N. Y. : : ‘




OTHER PUBLICATIONS

For the benefit of many new members, we are pleased to call your attention
to several new publications:

"Bicentennial Guide to the American Revolution'", written by Sol Stember
and published by Saturday Review Press/E.P. Dutton & Co., Inc., New York. The
best, most comprehensive Touring Guide to Revolutionary War sites. Also
available in paper back. See your news dealer, Highly recommended by AEHS.

"Scenes of Flagstaff and Dead River" by Tom MacDonald, Colburn Gore,
Eustis, Maine, An interesting historical record of an inundated village on
the Arnold Trail. Profusely illustrated with photographs.

Next to an actual tour of the landmarks of the The American Revolution is
to devour the fascinating accounts of the sites as described by Mark Boatner,III
in his 608 page book, titled "Landmarks of the American Revolution."

All are excellent Christmas gift ideas.

EXCELLENT GIFT IDEAS

AEHS Membership

Silver Bateau lapel/tie pin, AEHS design $ 5.50
Pewter medallion, 1 3/4", Arnold expedition 3.25
20 p., 3-color, documentary-pictorial "March to Quebec" 2.25
Pictorial map Arnold Trail in Maine 2,25
Authentic design Rev. period drums (write for info.)

Bumper stickers, vinyl, "On to Quebec AEQ-75" 1.00

(Include sales tax and postage)

Your president, secretary and staff wish all of our members and friends,
the happiest of holidays. ‘

Respectfully,

. Whiee (Nichals
Pres., AEHS




SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

The James S. Erwin home, adjacent to the Arnold Society Head-
quarters in Pittston, Maine, is now being offered for sale.
It is located two and a half miles south of Gardiner, a city
of approximately 6,000 population.

Since this home occupies the site of Major Colburn's boatyard
where the bateaux for the Arnold Expedition were built, it
may have particular interest for members of the Society.

The house, an extended Cape built in 1840, has a panelled
kitchen with a fireplace and bake oven, a dining room, parlor,
libary, two small sitting rooms, five bedrooms and two baths.
There are five working fireplaces on the first floor. While
concessions have been made to modern living, the house retains
all of its antique charm. With over five acres of land and
extensive frontage on the Kennebec River, this is a unique
offering.

Inquiries should be addressed to C. N. Hubbard Associates,
Realtors, 220 Maine Avenue, Gardiner, Maine 04345.




ARNOLD Exloeclih’on Histori al Society.
o “Newsletter' No.25 Dec.10,1975.
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