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TO THE PUBLIC.

THIS work is given to the world, asleft by judge HRNRY.
Had he lived to supermtend the printing of it limself, wmany
alterntions would, no doubt, have been‘lnoﬂe, many passages
which muy ut present appear oLseurs, would bave been fully
explained, and muny differences of stvle correeted. As the
work prorports to Le written by judge HENRY, it was thought
itmproper to make any allerations or additions, trusting that
the world, when wacquainted with the circumstances under
which it was published, will Le disposed to purdon trivial
errors, as to the truth of the principal facts; the following Jet-
ter, from general Michael Simpson, is anaple testimony :
Dgan SIR,

T have rewd your work “of the expedition through the wild-
erness fn 1775, So far as [ wus concerned, in the transactions
related in the work, they ave truly stated. Thot expedition,
perhapy, the most arducus Quring the revolutionary w.;u, is
truly represented. The publicuny, fa the general, be assnred,
that the account is genuine.

Your humble servant,
MICHAEL SIKPSON.

(63)
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CAMPAIGN AGAINST QUEBEC, ETC.

THRERE isa point, in the history of the American revolution,
hithevto little nttendad to; as yet imperfectly related, and
now at this late doy utmost fargotten; whieh would deserve
and requove tha talents and genins of u Xenophon, to do it real
justice. AS your father in ewrly life had a concern in that ad-
venture, perinig hlm to velato to you in tlie wordy of truth, a
compendious detnil of thesuferings of asmall band of hevoes;
unused, to be sure, 1o mjlitary tacties and due subordination.
but whose sonls weve OHred by an enthusiastic Jove of country,
and o spirit such as has often inspired oux ancestors, when de-
termijned to be free. In giviag you thisvelution, knowing him
as vou Ao, you will scaraely eall in question his veracity; par -
tisularly when hie assures yon upon the honor of a gentleman
wud an lionest man. that overy word here reluted, to the Lest
of Lis recoHeetion and belief, »s hterally trua. He could not
Ln 50 unjast o vour morals, youy veracity, or integrity, os to
stote any thing to you which ha knew, or even suspected to be
untene, Mo hashimself been tuo much the vietln of buse hars,
pot to endeavour to erndicate so vile a prinecipal from your
minds.  His own cducation, though made by his truantism,
(in avoidance of tho Lounteows nnd liberal desigos of his good
fnther,) un incorrect one, yet the picty and real veligious fer-
vowr of his purents, never would tolerate a lie. This inental
vice, to them, was the greatest of all abominations, as it is
witl yonr father: st s wiso his most fervent hope and praver,
that every one of you, will not only contemn the lic, but hold
1 sovereign detestution the lar.

Persons at your age, and alb thisadvanced stage of the in-
provoment and mehoration of onr soil, in a climate so far
south as ouvs. can seeveely form a correct concoption, but from
actonl observation, of the stevility, the dreariness and tie de-
stitntion of avery comfort of life, which o wilderness in a high
novthern luditndeexhibits. A confidencehowever in vour good
sense, choonrages, and in fact nynates him, to put that upon
paper, which hasa thousand times, in detached pavcels, hecn
the subject of umusing prottle around the fireside. This is
dona the vather at this tie, as some very etrociougscoundrels
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who never looked an enemy in the eye, now assurae the gav-
lands and honors, which ought to adorn the brows of 1ore
worthy men.

In the autumn of 1775, our adorable WASHINGTON, thooght
it prudent to make a deseent upon Cunada. A detachiment
from the Ainericua grand ary, then in the vicinity of Boston
(Massachusetts,) was orgunized, to fultlil this intention, Ly the
route of the Kennebec and Chaudiere rivers. It wasintended
as n co-operation with the army of General Montgomery, who
hud entered the same provinee, by the way of Chawplaine
and Montrea). Colone! Benedict Arnold was appointed the
commander in chief of the whole division. The detachment
consisted of ecleven hundred men. Bbos was second in com-
mand.  Of this 1 knew nothing, but from report. Riflemen
composed a part of the armament. These commpanies, from
sixty-five to seventy-five strong, were from the soathward:
thut is, captain Daniel Morgan's company from Virginia; that
of cnptain Willinm Hendricks' from Cumberland county in
Pennsylvania, and captein datthew Smith's company frow
the county of Lancaster, in the latter province. The residue,
ant bulk of this corps, consisted of treops from Massachusetts,
Rhode-Islund and Connecticut. 1t hasflown frow my memory,
whether we hud any from New-ITampshire; but there iz an
impression on my mind that we had, as geperal Dearborne,
who was of the Jatter provinee, comninanded a company in the
expedition.  All these men weve of as rude and hardy a race
as ourselves, and as unused to the diseipline of & camp, and as
fearless as wo were.  If fell o me to lknow many of them after-
wardsintimarely; speaking generally, withont any allusion to
particulars, fhey were an excellent body of men, formed by
nature a5 the staminu of an avty, fitted for a tough and tight
defence of the liberties of their conntry. The principal distine-
tion between us, was in our dialects, our arms, and our dress.
tach man of tha three companies, bore u rifle barreled gun,
a tomabawlk, or small axe, and a long knife, usually called a
“sealping-knife,” which served for a)l pnrposes, in the woods,
His under-dress, by no means in a military styvle, was covered
by o deep ash-colored hunting-shirt, legzins and mockasins,
if the latter could Le procured. It was tho silly fashion of
those timnes, for riflemen to ape the mnnners of savages.

Our conumanduer Aynold, was of n remarkable echavacter. He
wag brave, even to teyuerity, was Leloved Ly the soldiery. per-
haps for that quality only :—he possessed grent powers of per-

suasion, was ecomplaisant: but witha) sordidly avariciovs.

5—Vor XV
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Arnold was o short handsome rann, of o florid gsomplexion,
stoutly made, nud forty vears old at Jeust.

On the other band Morgun was o large strong bodied per-
sonage, whose appearance gave the idea history has left vs of
Belisarins. Hjs manners were of the severer cast; but where
he become attached he was kind and truly affectionate.  This
is said, from experience of tha most sepsitive and pleasing
nuture; aetivity, spirit and cournge in a soldier, procured bis
good will and esteem.

Hendrieks was tal), of a mild and benutiful countennnce.
His soul was animated by u gennine spark of heroisu.  Swith
was a good looking man, bad the air of a soldier, was illiterate
and outrageoasly tallative. The officers af thie eastern troops,
were many of them wmen of sterling wortl.  Colonel Christo-
pher Green seemed too far wdvanced in life for such hurd ser-
vice, yet Jie was inspired by an avdour becowming a youth. He
aflerwards did the public good service nt Red bapk ow the Del-
aware, in the antonmn of 1577.  Majors Meigs, Febigar and Big-
clow, were excellent characters. Asweacted inthe advance.the
lattergentlemen werepot wall knowntous,untilsome timeafter-
wards. Your father was too young to enjoy any other honor,
than that of exposing himself in the character of a cadet, to
every danger. This little Army in bigh spirits, marched from
Prospeet-hill neur Cambridge in Massachusebts, on the 11th of
September, 1775, and arrived at Newburyport (which js formed
by the waters of the Merrimae river) on the following duy.
This place, ut that time, was a small bug commercial town,
near the bordev of Massacbusatts. Here we remained encamped
five days, providing ourselves with sueh articles of reul neces-
sity, as our smull means aflorded. On the afternocon of the
sixth day, we eyobarked aboard of ten traosports; satfled in
the evening, and at dewn of day doseried the mouth ol the
Kennabec river. The wind was strong butfajr. The distance
of this run was 150 miles. We ascended the river to colonul
Coburn’s shipyord; here we left ony vessels, and obtaine
Latteauy, with which we proceeded to Fort-western. At thix
place, on the day of our arrival, an arrangement wos made by
the commander in chief, which in all probability sealed tha
destiny of your patent. It wuaconcluded, to despatch an officer
and seven en in advance. for the purposes of ascertaining and
marking the poths, which were used by the Indians at the
numerous carrying-places in the wilderness, towards the heads
of the river; and also, toascertain the course of the river Chan-
diere, which runs from the heighth of 1and, towards Quebec.

To give some degree of certuinty of success to so hazardons
an enterprise, Aroold found it necessary to select an officer of
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activity and conrage; the choice fell upon Arehibald Steele of
Smith's esmpnny, o man of an wctive, conrageous, sprightly
and bhardy Qdispositiou, wbo was complimeuied with the privi-
lege of naming his companions. These consisted of Jesse
Wheecler, George Mevchant, wnd James Clifton, of Movgun's;
and Robert Cunninghasn, ‘Thomas Boyd, John Tidd, and John
M Konkey. of Smith's companv. Though a very youth, vet
in w small degree accustomed to hurdships, derived from Jong
wmarches in the American woods, Steele’'s course of selection
next feil upon your father, who was his messimnte and friend.

Two birch-bark canoes were provided ; and two guides, cele-
hrated for the managementofsach water eraft, and who Koew
the viver as high up ns the Grest-cacrylog-place were also
fonnd. These were Jeremial Getehel, o very respectable mayn,
and John Horne, an Irishyuan who had grown grey in this
cold climate.

This small party, uncooscious of dauger, and animated by a
hiope of applause from their country, set forward from Fori-
western intheirlight burks, at the rate of, fromfifteen to twenty
and in good water, twenty-five miles per day. These canoes
are so light, thit a person of common steength, may carcy oue
of the smaller kind, such as ours were, many bundred vards
withont halting. #

Yet they will hear a great burthen, and swimi nearly gun-
wule deep: an adwirable deseription of them is given by
Hearne, in his Journey to the Coppermine-river. Steele’s
eanoe, bore five men with their arms and baggage, which Just
wasindeed light in quantity and quality, one barrel of pork, one
bag of meal, and 200 weight of hiscuit. The other capoe car-
ried seven men, their arms and baggage, and a due propor-
tion of provisions

*Tho gentlomen composing this party, were wnwilling to imposo
upon me, any thing abovo ny apparent streagth, yet in tho heyday
of youth, I would clap a canne on my back, and run ¢ hundred yards
across a carrying-place. ‘This fs done by a particular mode of man-
ngement. There is a broad stavo, sonua thinglike 2 flour barrel-stave
hut strait and tbioker, with two perlorations jo it, an fnch or more
aparl, towards the middle of Lhe stave. A thong of stout leather jsin-
serted through those holes, and tigbtly bound to the central cross-bar
of the canoe. The carrier swings the cavoe by a suddea jerk upon
his shouldars, and which he ¢an handle with case, throwing tha hol-
low side of the canoa on lhis back, tha stave, if it may Lo so called,
restiog priacipally on the bind part of the head, and the prowinences
of the shonldars, Thus be may, {f a strong map, pass over a consid-
arable space of ground of a difficult nature, in & sbort tima with much
speed.
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On the evening of the 254 of Septeiaber, our barty arrived at
Fort-Halifax, situnted on the point. formed by « junction of
the Sabasticoog and Kennebec mvers. Here our cowmunder
Steele, was accosted by u eaptain Harrison, or Huddlestone,
inviting him and the company to his hoase. The invitation
was glully aceepted, as the accommodution ut the Fort, which
consisted of old Block-houses and a stockadle in o ruinous state,
il not admit of much comfort; besides it was inhabited, as
our friend the captuin said, by a rank tory. Here for the first
tume the application of the American cerin *“tory,” was defined
to s by the captain.  Its Buropeun definition was welllknown
Lotore, Another intevesting conversation, upon the puré of
the eaptein, struek niy mind as u great curiosity in natural
history, and well deserving commemoration; he observed that
ne had emigrated to the place be then resided ni, aboutthirty
vears before, most probably with his pnrents, for he did not
then appear to be much bevond forty. That at thel period the
common-deer which now inhahits our more southern climate,
was the only animal, of the deer kind, which they knew, unless
it was the elks: and them but partially. In a short space of
time the noose-deer appeured i small nunbers, but inereased
annually afrerwards, and as the one species became more num-
crous, the other diminished: so that the Xind of deer first
spoken of, at the tiwe of this information, according to the
-aptein, was totally driven from that quarter. The moose-
deer reigned the master of the forest. Thisanecdute. if true,
inight in sueh mjnds as those of BnfTon, or De Paw, give occa-
stons Lo systems in necurnl history, totally inconsistent with
the Juws of natnre; still theve may besomething in it; animals
like humun beings, whether forced by necessity or from choice,
do emigrate.  Blany instances might be given of this cireiin-
stance of the animal econony in varions parts of the warld.
The ubove relntion is the only instunce which has come to my
knowledge where one specics has expelled another of the
same genus.  If the fuct he trne. it is cither effected Ly a
species of warfare, or some peenlianty in the appenrance of
fhe one kiad, and of horror or perhaps of disguslin the other,
we know the roek-goat (steindock of the Germans and boquetin
ol the French) formerly inhabited the Jow hills of southeru
Fronce and of the Pyrenees they have been driven thence by
some peculiar enuse, for they are now coufined to tha tops of
the bighest mountains in Euvope. It is Lrue, it has been fre-
quently advanced by men of respectalyility and information in
Perlu)syl\'nnia. that the grey-fox which is indizenous in the
United States, and all North Amerlea, has been driven from
the Atlankie sea-const into the interior, by the introduction
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ol the red-fox from Burope. But wehave no suflicient data to
waerant thiy ussertion. The truth probably is, that os the
grey-fox is i dnll aml slow aniimal, compared with thespright-
liness, vopidity, nnd cunning of the ved-fox, that the fivst hay
been thinned Ly the bunismen, and gradually réceded from
the seaconst to the forest, where, from hiis habits, he is more
seeure.  The ennning und prowess of the lutfer, has cuabled
hiim to aintain his stetion ameng the farms, in despite of the
swiftness nnd powerful scent of thedogs. But that which puts
this assertion out of view, is that the red-fox isindigenous
throughont North Americe He and the grey-fox ave found
ia the highest latitudey, bot there, theiv skinsarechanged into
wove heantiful furs than those of ours, hy theeffuets ol elimate.
Another notion has heen started within (hese 20 yvears past, of
the fox squirrel, expelling the large grey squirrel: but it is
fallucious.

J3e these things ns they may, we spent an agreeable and mest
soctable evening with this respectable man, and his amiable
family., On the following day, our party vose eorly, and we-
companled by our host, waited upan the tory, who then shewer
himsell fo be an honest man, of independent prineiples, and
who cluimad the vight of thinking for himselfl. He exchanged
A barrel of sinoke-dried salmon for o barrel of pork, upon
honest terms.  Wae sel out from thiy place, well plensed with
our host, the old tary, and our burgein, In avery faw days.
without other acsident than the sprainivg of Lieutenant
Steele's aucle, Ly his slipping, when earrying o canoe over the
path, at one of the intermedlate portages, we arrived safely at
Norrigawoe falls.  Coming to the lunding place, the water Le-
ing smooth und very deep, & rock, as we passed 1t, drew my at-
tention very particularly, it woe sranding in a conical form,
fiva feet in perpendicular height, and ten or twelve feet in
dinneter nt the base. 1 ohserved that iext the water, the
face of the rock, which was a Dluish fling, was, as it were, scol-
laped out, down to the very water's cdge. Asking Getehel how
this had oceurred, his reply was that the Indians. in former
times, had from thence obtained thejr spear and arrow points
It seems unraasonable that withont knowledge of iron, they
should have haen enpable of exceuting steh a Jabonr. How-
ever, upon observation and reflection, sinca Getelel's time,
an indueernent from experience wnd yeasoning oceurs, whial
influengos me to belicve, that he might huve heen correat in
his ubsorvation. The rocl, no daubt, still remains, and there
is lelsure for inquiry and discussion.  We were Iinrried. The
villnge within one hundrad vards of the piteh of the fnll, was
evidently n deserted Indian town. WeRuw noone there; It
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was withont tbe vestize of inhabitants. Dressing our victuals
Jiere ar miid-day, nn océnrrenca happened, which flisgnsted me
in nn extreme degree  On this day, an estimate of our food
was made, and an allotment in quantity to each nun, though
no actoul separution of shures took pluce, ns thet, it was
azreed, should happen at the twelve-mile carrying place,
Ry tha estimate now nade, it seemed that there was romething
of nsurplus.  As we had had hinrd work, that and some pre-
ceding days, and harder fare, our good comminder wasin-
clined to indulge us The surplus was allatted for this day's
fare. It happened that M'Konkey was, by-routine, the cook.
He boiled the meat, (vegetable food of any kind was not af-
tainable, ) and when sauntering townards the fall. he called us to
dinner. We eame eagerly.  He was sented on the earth, near
the wooden bowl. The company reclined around inwlike pos-
ture, intending to partake; when WM Konkey yaising his vile
and dirty hands, struck the meat, excluiming, “ By G—d this
was our last comfortable 10eal * The indelicacy of thaact, its
impiety, and the grossness of the expression, deprived the
copony of appetite. Onsevernlsubseavent oceasions M Kon-
key showed himself as mean In spirclt, ns he was devoid of da-
cency. Wesoon rid ourselvesof him.  Mauny yearsalterwards,
at Lancaster, in Peopsylvania, he applied and received a loan
by way of charity from me, which heinéanly solicited with the
mnost abjeet sycophancy. 8o true it is, in general, that those
who disregard the socinl decencies of 1ife, ave equally incapable
of those virtues which malke man respectuble in society.

On the afternoon of this day, we erossed to the west side of
the river helow the fall: searched for, and with difMiculty
found the earrving place. Having marked 1t with presision,
we vested nwhile.  On the west side of the river, not very dis.
rant from as, there was a conslderablo extent of natnral
meadow.® One of our purty, exploring the country for Qeer,

“In teaversing this meadow, whicl was a beautiful plain, one of
the party, found the horns of a‘moose-decr, which from appoarances
had been shed tn the foregoing snmmer, oc perhans in the beginning
ol anutnn : baing then nbout five feet ton inches high. Gotehell fuce.
tinusly, yet gravaly, insisted by way of moasu rament, that 1 shaald
stand mndar the main fork. Tho erown of my head, rubbed againgt
the crown-work ofthe horns This to atl of us, wos mattor of great
surprise. However, in o short Lime afarwurds the ¢lroumstanes of
izo, wns thought little of, when we came into contact with the living
animal, npon whose head sush horus grew. Theve is a pancily of
warls Jor a deseription upon paper, of the enorinous dimensions
of the mule moosa which wo saw, amil of their horns. The mala-deer
bearshorns sthefenale beursnone. Those borns, which wo exmnined
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met with two white snen who had come from a distance, mow-
ing the wild grass of the meadow. An agraeable barter ensued—
we gave salted pork, and they returned two fresh beaver tails,
which, when boiled, venewed ideas, imbibed with the May-
butter of our own country. ‘Iaste, however, is arbitrary,
and often the child of necessity. Two vears before this, aeorng
had supplied me with a precarions snstenince, on a journey
fromn Sandusky to Pittsburg, it momentarily sustained life and

minutely, were of a large siza, but not o large as somo we saw on
the living deer.  About midway of the horo, from the crown of the
head, theye is a broad flat part of (he horn, called the blade, which in
the specimen under examination, was full two of my spans, or nearly
twenly incbes from whenco brenched tho proud aptlers or prong.
There is no heast o’ the forest iuore handsomely decorated, unless it
Le the rein-deer of the north of Europe aud Asia. In tho avenings, fe
the firstascension of tha Kennebee and Dead-rivers, sittingaround our
solitary smoka fires, we have oflen seen thoso stately dear, passing
the river in droves, sometimes of fifteen or twenty in number, theono
walking after the other in the acoustomed patb, but due care and dis-
cipline kept our arms quiet. The country around Nalanis honso, a
circle of ten or fifteen miles, was at that time, an admirable “hunting
ground.” Ono day, suddenly passing a sharp pointof theriver, about
five miles Lelow Natanis cabbin, we as suddenly fell hack. We
wanted fresh food. Regardless of what woight follow, Stesle per-
miwted us to fire. We had seen five or six of those monstrous deer
standiag in the water knee-deep, feedmg oo their favorits food, tho
red willow. Boyd, Wheeler and myself passed the river, out of sight
of the moose, in tho most cantionary manner. Tho stream here was
not more Uian sixty yards wide, e approacled theu through the
thick nnderwood, which clothed tbe bank. Bayd preceded. The
rustliog of thelcoves alarmod the deer. They threw up their lheads.
What a sight! 'The autlers of soveral of them, secmed to exceed in
size, those we bad alveady seen. Bogd apprehensive thoy woreabout
to ruu from us, fired without giving Wheeler and myself, an oppor-
tuty to take a stand, but the greatest inisfortuno was, thatthe worthy
Boyd, had neglacted to clean hjs gun that doy, it mado long fire, and
but a teifling veport.  Tho bullet scarcely xcached the deer.  YWheeler
and mysel{ waore creeping to ot places, when Boyd's gun disturbed
the animnly. The gunsin our hands, wero inoffectually discharged.
This jejuno oecurrence, is related erely, for the introduction of a
single observation. YWhen thebull mioose, atthe rustling of thaleaves,
and afterwards when Boyd fired, thyew up their beads—the tips of
their horns, secmed Lo ine to stand eighteen foot in theair. Tharidge
ol the shoulder, seemned soventeen haods high. The Jargest of those
aormals was a lusus natwre.  The moose in ordinary, is of an ash-
coloved grey. The onc I.speak of, wns flecked, in large spots of rod,
on n pure white ground. Mis skin, if we could have obtainedit,
would bave been a valuable curiosivy.
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bodily lubour, but the consequence was i}l henlth. Youyr re-
spectable kinsman, General Gibson, recelved mu into his hanse
at Lomstown on the Ohio, and vestoreil ne sound to my pur-
ents. These lminute matters are noted lere, from on expee-
tation, that knowing the privations men may suller in respect
to food, you will eaeli of you remember to receive the dispen-
sntions of Providence, of avery kind, if not with thankfulness,
at least with subinission,

We pnssed the portage of Norvidgewoe fulls.  Thence forsev-
eral days, the vavigation for such eunoes as ours, was tolera-
Lle, and in the most part couvenient.  We ascended the river
rapidly, bluziog every carrying-place.  Having now seceiled
mnuy iniles fromn the last whice inhabitants at Norridgewoa,
it becanta us therefore to proceed cautiously. A circumspec-
tioo wad auopted, which thougl prudent in the predicawent
we were in, appeared Lo be rarher liarsh to Uhe [eelings; the
flving of w gun was inhibited ; though the weatber wus chill-
ing, we dared scarcely muke a smake at night. Angliog for
trout and ehub in the morning and evening, mude up our
stocl of fresh food. We frequently saw ducks, &e and ynany
moose-deer, yet we discharged not a gun; in troth we hod
Lesn made (o believe, that this eountry bad nuinerous In-
diwns in it

The purly proceeded withont inolestation, but from natural
rock, and o striec current (by the 27th of September,) to the
twelvemide carvying-plase. Heve a new seene opened. Our
guides professed thut neither of them had ever been north of
this place across the earvying-place, but Getehel alleged he
had hunted to the east of the river,

Now we ussmmed the title of befng our own guides, giviog
Lo Getehel due rospeet and attontion (or his information rola-
tive to the route norch. He Informed me thal the course of
the river which is injadicionsly calied the " Dead river” tended
G0 or 100 miles northerly, took a short turn southwardly, nnd
was them within 12 miles of ws  That rhat port was ful] of
rapids, and hinpassable ta bonts, or aven canoces, We searehed
for the carvying-plice, and found  path tolovubly distinct,
whieh we made more 5o by blaring the trees and snoggiong the
bushes with our tamahaswks; proceeding antif evening tho
parey enciumped at the moargin of namal lake, perhaps about
hall A wils wide, whore t sve was plenty of trout, which old
Cliften, who was good nt angling, eaught in abundnnee. Hers,
Ina conference on the subjeet, 1t was resolved fhat two pev-
sons af Lhe party should remain, (with nhout one hall of the
provisions,) iitil the retoyn of aur main bady, caleulating the
return would he in eight or ten vays. 1t had hoen ohserved
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that Clifton, being the oldest of the company, yet brave and
n.ggood shot, fron the fatigues we had endaved, hed begun to
fing.  With the ussent of our chief, the younger part of us pra.
posed tohim o retninwhere we then were, with the better pure
of the provisions. After considerable ultevcation lie ussented, ou
condition of his having o cowpaniop. The youngest of the
party, nominnted M Konkey, who ¢could not reswrain hjs joy
ut tho proposnl. It was advised for them {o rotive to the vourh
end of the pond, perhaps w mile, and there, as in u perfact ve-
coss, remnain coneealed; knowiug M 'Konkey, the consequences
were foreseen.  Aflter the wccomplishment of this afluir, licu-
tenunt Steecle partecd the provision appropriated (or the murch-
ers not by pounds or cunces. my dear children Lut by “whose
shall be this.” Some of you have been tanght how thisisdane,
if, you shoukl have forgotten, it will be well now to tell you
of it. The principal of the party, if he isu gentloman and
man of honor, divides the whole partion equally into as many
parts as there are nen ineluding himself; this is done under
the oyves of all concerned, and with their apprebation, the ofi-
cer then directs some one of the company to turn hisbacek upon
him, and Jaying his hand on o particular portion, asks “whaese
shall he this?” Thoansweris hap-bazard, 4. 8. &o. oroany other
of theparty. It has frequently occurred, that we were cow-
pelled to divide the necessaries of life in this way. and it could
not be fafrly seid, that any fraud or civeumvention took place.

Suptewber 28th, we feft Clifton and his compaaion fna most
drenry wild, Lut with enoagh to snpport them: and i{ thev
would aet honorably, to assist us. A laughuble occurrence
ensued. Sergennt Bovd and myself had.thatday, the charge of
voioading nndloading the canoes, which, asenstowarily, being
very light and casily Llown oft ghore by a puff of wind, were
drawn hudf thelr lengths on the beaeh; we ran o race who
should perform his dnty soonest—he arrived fnst. Takiog up
his canae suddenly, but hoping to have o better stund thun
the shore presented. hie st hisfoot on a large bed ot moss
secmningly fivin, and sunk ten feel into as cold water, while
flnid, as was ever foached. We soon pnssed the pond, found
the path, marked it, and came, at the ¢nd of severaluiles, to
a second pond, i ny recollection serves, larger than the former :
traversing this, we encainped ynove eautionsly than ever. On
the noxt day, parsuing the path, and markingit. a thivd pond
of small diaineter was prosented to our view. DPassing this, Uy
the evening we encamped on the north-bank of the Dead-river.

This river, whieh is nothing more than an extension of tho
Kennebae, is calied hy this remnrkable name, beennse n cur-
rent, o fuw miles below the pluce we were now at, and for many
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miles above ¢, is impereeptible. It is dvep wnd perhaps two
Naadeed and fifey yurds wide. “Lhe groaud we {ooted within
the lust threa days, is o very rogged isthinus, whieh foroms the
great hend of the Keanenee.  Coming from the high ground
towirds the Dewd-river, we passerl w bog which uppeured, be-
fore we entered it, us 2 henutiful plat of firne ground, level as
u bowling grecu, wnd covered by an elegant green moss Thut
duy, to suve my shoes (or severey service, mackasins had heen
pntin their place.  Ever step wemnde, sunk os kuce-deep in
a bed of wet turf. By fect weve pained und lacerater! Ly the
snags of the dead pines, n foot und more below the swyfaee of
the inoss: these and many other occurrences, which happened
alterwards, convineed me iore than veading could, of the
Juanner of the formnation of turf. Sometines, to lighten the
canoes when ascending striet water, several of us wounld dis-
embark, and proceed wlong shore, nnd on 1many occasions,
traverse a point of Jund to save distunce. Doing this, we
often met with what we thought a (lat ground covered LY
woss.  Entering the parterre, os it might be called. and rupn-
1og wong that which we found to be a log coveved with moss,
the woistura on the log, would cuuse o foot to slip—down we
wonkd comw, waist deep inw besd of webt moxs; such incidents
alwnys eranted 2 lnugh. A spark, i€ these beds of 1noss had
DLeen dry, as they were wet, would have made a dreadful con-
flugration : the upper rovuntry seemed throughount us if covered
with Jt. 'To the sonth nnd west of the boyg first mentioned,
there was u nataral memlow of greab oxtent. On the west
it reached, scemingly, to the foot of the mountains several
wilesofl. A benutifnl ereex serpentined through it and formed
A convenient harbor nnd Jnndinyg place, opposite to our canp,
and directly to which the Indian path led us.

The timber treas of this, are in o great measure difTerent
from those of our vountry Here are neither oaks, hickories,
popliavs. maples or locust; but there is a great variety of othey
kinds of excellent. tymber, suelt as the white and yallow pines,
hemiboek, cedur, eypress, sl all the species of the fivs. These
frees, in the low gronnds, grow ta v very large size, on the hills,
as we approueh northwardly, they seem to dwindle, particu-
Jarly ns we gome to the “hoighth of lund ;" hut again rise to a
sitperh hieight, us we descend into the intevvale, on the streams
anning into Canadic.  Awmong the trees of this countxy,
there are two whinh deserve partioular notiee, hecanse of thelr
remirkable qmuities,  These nre the Lolsaums fir, (Canada
balsan, Budm of Gilead fir, ov balsumum Cunadense pinas
batsomea: which prodnces the purest tnrpentine,) ani the vel-.
low bireh.  The first, as irs vilgar nume huports, yiedds a Lul-
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samie liguid, which s been, and Perhaps now 15, muooh es-
teemcd by the medical profession.  Thoe bark issinooth, except
that there nre i vise nmber of white and lueid protubervance
apon ir, of the gize of a fingey or thamb nail, Lalging from the
surfuce of the bark.  This tree grows to the size of from 15 to
20 inelies in diwmeter,  From the essayvs made, it seemed to e
that a vinl contoining a gill, might be filed in the space of
an hour.  Getehel, our guide, taught e itsuse. In the morn-
ing when we yose placing the edge of a broad kaife at the uader
side of the blister, and my Jips at the opposite part, on the
buek of the kaife, which wus declined, tha liquor flowed into
my mouth freely. It washeating and cordial to the stomach,
attended by nu agreeable puogencey. This practice. which we
adopted, in all likelihood, cantributed to the preservation of
health, IPor though mach wet weather ensued, and we lay
often on Jow and Jawp ground, and had very inany successions
of cold atmosphere, it does not now occur to me, that uny oneof
us was assaited Ly sickness. during this avduous excursion.
The yellow birch is nseful in many particular instances to the
natives. They form the bLody of the tree into setting-poles,
paddles, spoonsandladles. Thebark, its better property, serves
asn covering for the frunme of the canoe, much in the same
manner as the Bsquimaux and Greenlanders apply the scol
skin. To vou it may appear to be o strange assertion, but to
e it seeins true, that the bireb-bark eanoe is the most ingeni-
ous piece of mechanisim, man in u rude state is capable of per-
forming. This bold idea requires & disclosure of the means and
tlie manner of the work, which shall be done before I Jenve
the subject. ¥ T'rom the bark of yetlow-virch, the Indian also

#Thae birch-bark-canoe, as intimated befors, in the body of the work,
{8 nob only a curious, but a most ingovious nsachine. So farasmy
descriptive powers extend, you shall have its constructioo, described
in writing, but without the aid of the pencil, it scems to bs almost
imposstble to convey to you o Just and accurate compreheasion, of the
dlstinet parts ot this heautiful plece of water-craft. [Taving had sev-
il opportunities to ohserve the manner of tho forination ot'tbe bireh
bark canoe, iu its various stages, a description af' its sectlons may not
o disagreeabie to you. In tlig construction of the canog, the bow and
slern pleces are sepanto framnes, alike in dimnepsioas, and wade of
cedar, cypross, or nny other Iight wood; yet very jight, nud so well or
tightly bound by tenons, as to requivo o considorabla cflort 1o break
them. ‘Thoso bow and stern pigces, suppose a canoo of ten, or even
fifry teot, aro connected by Jaths, with that whieh T have called guo-
wales, (gunnely,) correspondentin siza with the intended lenpgth of
the canoc, These gunwalea aro mado from the touglest and bost of
tho timbey tbat the country prodneces.  The gim-wales arostrongly
sccuved to tho bead and stern by tanonsand thecednr root in ¢ mostneat
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forms bowls, and Laskets of unost beantiful construction, and
it even serves as n wrupper for avy nice tnntterwhich it is
wishued to keep securely, much in the manner we nse brown
wrapping paper.  The appearance of the yellow-bireh tree at
a distance, is conspieuous. Approaching near it, in the
attuwion, it sewns involved in volls, something resembling
large eirculnr ronnds of pavchment, or yellow paper. There
isin iy mind no question, but that among & numerous and
industrious people, such us the Chinese, this indigenous pro-

andstrong manner. The ribsol the canoe, avcording Loitssize, are from
two to Hve inches in diametey, of the straizhtest cedar, ar fir, witboub
knots, closely filted together, side by side, and well sewed by means
of an awl to tho gun-wales, This framo 12 covercd with (he yellow-
bireh-riod, an éighth, @ sixth, ov p fourth of an inch Lhick. Thigbark,
when appiied Lo canoes, is from two to fonr feol in length; commen-
surato with the extension of the bow and stern from ench other. Each
part of thia bark, where the seams meek, i8 nicely sewod togetbher
by the split cedar root, these seams ave then pitched over in a ridge,
by a bard piteh, jn the widlh of perhaps an inch or more, 20 as to
makao the vessel, truly thatwhich seaman call water-tight. But to
this clumsy attemnpt to deseribo to you a boat, which you huve never
seen, ontl perhaps never will see, ft scems yeqguisite to udd apother
obsorvation. Tbo bark which oncircles tho bottom of thio eanog, fy
strongly attnehed to tho gnn-waies by ceday root, much in the same
manneér us 1 have seca you threading wive, for tho mmking of artifi-
cial flowers. This bark, thus prepared aud applied, apeaking com.
parntively, (great with small,} is a much stronger material, than your
thread, either of finx orsilkk. The gunwalo was as neatly laced by the
catlar, sod almost as ornamental, and squally streng in texture, as
thocanes we sometimes sea from Indin, coveroad with splitsofratteen,
or soma other pliant plant, ofsouthern growth. The paddles are uni-
formly imade of ash, where it can be obtainad, ik Most usually of
bireh, or even of softer wood, iu this part of Canadu. Muny of the
paddies which I saw, were double-blader, thutis a blade at cuch end
of the handle or pole, and in the hands of o strong person would be
from i1s formation, apparently as lighit asafeatber. ‘rho pusbing-pole
was of the same liind of materials, but light, and it iron cowlil bo haal,
was shod at the bukond. The mpid and vecky rivors which thoso
poor people the Indians, ynust ascend and descend in Lbeir hunting
excursions, and which they do with inconceivoble dexterity, vequires
a fuickness of motion of the body, particwlarly the arms, which is
truly astonishing. The paddie, ot this inoment used on ths vighy, and
thew instantly cast on the left hand of the canoe, vequires n celerity of
action which none but snch as ave vsedl Lo Lhose exarcises daro undes-
take. Jnthose instances the double-bladed paddle, anves half tLe
time which would be omployed by the single bladed, in theso ardnons
butyecessary labours.  Activity nnd agility, fram tha circumstances,
of the precariousacess of au Indiau life, aud their mavner of subsisting
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duet wonkl become an article of general nse 1n various ways.
The bark, when taken from the tree, may be obtuined length-
wise of the tree, from ona to four feel in breadth, und of a
length equul to the civeumierence. [tissometimes white with
a yellowish cast, but maore nsually of a pale, and sometimes of
a deap gold colonr. It is partible, when ever so thiek, inte the
most (ilmy sheots.  The Tnelinns, for canoes, use it of the thick-
pess of from i fonvkh, down to the cighth of an inclh, accord-
ing to tlie siz of the vessel. Cuviesity and convenivnee, made
us reduce it often to a filmy, by no means thicker or imore
substantiul, than the silky paper we obtain from India. It
serves equally well for tha peveil as paper.  Ink howevey, flows
upen it.—Tn the course of time a medivm may be discovered
to preclude this ineonvenience —this bavk will preserve hetter
than paper.

The compiiny, not appreliending the reverses whiel foruine
had in store for them, left the encampinent (Septewber J0th)
full of courage and hope, though a strong drift of snow, whicl
whitened all the surrosnding hills, had fallen dnring the night.
Having smooth water, we paddled away mecrily, probably for
thirty miles.  Getehal, Desides his sheer wisdom, possessed a
large fund of linowledge, concerning the country, which he
hael derived from the aborigines, and wuch humorons anec-
dote, with which, i spite of our privations, he made vs laugh
Tt waos omittod to he mentioned, that beforo we lelt our lnst
encampment, it Leenme a resolution of the whole party, thnt
the pork in the possession of ench one, should be eaten raw,
and to eat bub in the morning and evening.  As we gould nat
ohtain feod, in this miserable portion of the glohe. even for

Isocoms in theiy odueation a primary parental notive ; without those
qualities, un Indian con never acquire fame, and is often starved.
ILoften re-cxhilirates iy tnind, when reflecting on tho wayward-
ness and unhappiness of uiy ilfe, to remewmbaor the occurrences, (July
1774, in o part of a days journcy (rom tha windlass of the old carry-
ing place, en Lho south side of We river, west of Niagara, by u path
which led us o a celebrated fonntain, alittle below the Lrow of tha
Bill, called Mount Pleasant, and thenca to the falle My youtlifn!
lmagination was greatly excited, The company cousistad of'a Franch
geniloman, my ancla John Henry, and mysslf. The Fronchman was
o trader who liad but just arrived froo tbe Illinois country, and had
deultheyond Lo Alississippl. When wecame lo Stedinan's, hiscauoe,
attendad by Lhyoe or four cowriers de bous, Jay on the beaeh turned
upside down, with an inmense number of packs of beaver, press.
packed, strowed around, pechaps tha whole might bave been 3000 1b.
wh The ¢anoo was of birel, Hifty feat in lopgth, most beauvtifully
mada, ita broadil was probably froul #ix to seven fact fn tho middle,
T oxanlood with u euriosity, such as 4 boy of my age miglt posseas,
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mouey, if wa had it, and having nothing else than our arws
rnd our comage to depend on: unacquuinted with the trac
distance of our expedition, for we had neither np nov chart,
yet, resolved to accomplish our ordevsat the hazard of our
lives—we prudent]y began to hourd our provision; balf a bis-
cuitand hall an inch sgoare of raw porlk, became thisevening's
meal. The days journey brought us to thé foot of a rapd,
which convinced us that the term “*Dead-river,” was mnch
smisapplied. The night was spent, not upon feathers, but the
Lranches of the fiv or the spruce. It would astonish you, my
denr ohildren, if there was leisure to explain to you themany
coraforts and advantages. those trees afford to the way-worn
traveller. Suflice it now to say we rested well

October 1st. The wmorning Lrought on new Jabors. Ouar
secondary guide and myself, thinking that we could manage
the wnter, slipped into our canoe.—Getehel and another
worked Steele’s,whileourgompanions, crossing thehill,inarked
the carrying-place. IFrom our camp two-thirds at least of these
rapids, were concealed from oor view. In much daager, and
Ly great exertion, we surmounted them, in Jess than an lour.
Taldngin our company, wahiad good watertilltheevening, when
we were impeded Ly o precipitate full of four feet. We en-
camped. Qetober 1. Carrvying here, wo had good water all
the next day: Mere futigue and great lassitudo of hody, most
likely, in w good measure, owing to the want of food, caused us
vo sleep well.  From cautionary motives our guns, though not
uncured for, were considered as useless, in the way of obtrin-
ing {ood. Several of our company angled successtuily for
tront, and o delicious chub, which ws call a fall-fAish. This
place becamne remurlable to me, ns sometime afterwords, my
friends general Shnpson, Robert Dixon, and myself, were hervo
at the point of death. Thisyou will find in thesequel. Carry-
ing o few perches around this precipice, we got into good
water, and then performed a severe days labor.

October 8d.  Tle evening brooght ns to our encarapment.
on the south side of the river. Angling was resorted to for
food—Sergeant Boyd, observing low ground on thoe other side
ofthe ryver, and an uncommon coldaess in the water, passal
over, and in an hour returned with o dozen tvout, of extraor-
dinury appenvance.  Long, broad and thick. The skin was of
a very duvk hue,beantifnlly sprinkled with deep erimson spots.
Boyd bnd canght these in a large and deepspring-head. Con-
trasting them with those wo crught in the river, they wero
evidently of n different species. The river tront, were of a pale
ground, with pink spots, and not so flat or Lroad. The next
day, proceeding onward, we here aud there met with rough



CAMPAIGN AGAINST QUEBEC. 7

water. In the cvening we were 1old, that un the next day, we
probubly shionld arrive at the cunp of Natanis, an Indian,
whoin our commander was instrueted to capture or kill.
Nutanis was well known to the white inhabitants of the Jower
coontry - they linew from him the geographical position of s
residlencs. The uninstructed Indian, if e possesses good sense,
veeessarily from his wanderings as a hunter, becomesa geogra-
pher.  Thisgood maa (as wesubsequeatly knew him to he) had
beea wronglully accused to Arnold, as a spy, stattoned on this
rivec to give wotice to the British government, of any parvty
passing this way into Canada.: hence that ¢ruel order.
Oatober 4th. We landed some miles below where we sup-
posed hishouse wos.  Our canoes were brought upoa thashorve,
and cosnraittec to the care of two of the purty. We arrived
at the house of Natanis, after anarch, probably of three ries,
over u (lat country covered with pines, &e. s pproaching on
all sides with the vlmost civcumspeetion, we yan guickly 1o
the cwbin, our rifles prepared. and in full Lelief that we had
canght Natunis. Some were persuaded, at the Qdistance of 200
yards fromn the place, that they saw the suoke of us fire: Bnt
the bird was flown,  He was wiser and more adroit, than hjs
assailants, as yon will alterwards learn.  The house was pret-
tily placud on o bank twenty feet high, about twenty ynrds
from the river, and & gruss plat extended avound, at more
thun shooting distance for arifle, {res fyom timber and brush-
woorl. The house, for an Indinn cabin, was ciean and tight,
with two doors. ona {roncing the river, tho othev on the oppo-
site side.  We found ranny articles of Indian febricazjon, evi-
dently such as would not Le totally abandoned Ly tlie owner:
bLesides, it was remarked, that the couls ou the henrth, from
their uppenvance, had bean burning at least within a week
pust. Tlrese notions did not wllay onr wppreliensions of meet-
ing with Indinn snemiss. The eanoes, in the meantime, hav-
ing been brought up, we embarked and proceeded with alnc-
vity. This afternoon, in a conrse of soite miles, we came to n
streom Qowing from the West, ov rather the novthwest. Aswe
were going alony in uncercainty, purtly inclined to take the
westerly stream, one of the party fortunately saw a strong
stalke, whicl Juul been driven down at the edge of the water,
with a piese of neatly folded bireb-bark, joserted into o split
at the top. The bark, as it was placed. pointed up the westerly
stream, which ot its mouth, scemed 1o contnin more water
than that of our true course Our smrprize and wttention, was
mnch heightened, whon opening thu bark, we parceived a very
perfect, dellneation of the straaimsibove us, with severalinprks
which just have denoted thie huutiug camnps, or real aborles
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of the map-maker. Tlere were some lines, in a direction {rom
the head of oue Lranch to that of nnother, which we took tc
be the course of the paths, which the Indians intended to tilke
thit seuson. This mnap we attribnted to Nutunis, if not his, te
his Urother Sabatis, who, as we afterwards knew, lived about
seven miles up this westerly stream. For when our party,
after returning to the twelve-mile carrying-place, had aguin
re-ascended the river, we were told, by the erew of one of Mor-
an’s boats, that they had mistaken the westerly stream us the
due route. and had found deserted cabins at fthe distunce
already mentioned, and the property of the late inhabitants,
plaged ina kind of close cages, made of birch-bark in the forks
of the trees; these they most iniquitously plundered. Veudi-
son, corn, kettles, &e. were the product. Inspecting the maop
thus acqnired, we pursued our journey fearlesslv. Now the
viver became narvower and shallower. The strength of each
of us, was exerted at poling or paddling the canoes. Some
strict water interfered, butin a few days, we came to the first
pond, at the head of the Dead-river. October7th. This Orst
pond, in the course of the traverse we made, mighs be ahont a
nile, or o little move, in dinmeter. Hcere, on a small istand,
scarcely contnining one-fourth of an ncre, we discovered and
ate, a delicious species of cranberry, entively new 1o ns. It
grew upon a bush from ten to twelve {eet high, the stock of
the thickness of the thumb, and the froit was as lurge as a May:-
duke eherry. In the course of one or two miles, we veached u
second pond. Between vhis pond avd the third, we carried
the communication, though not long, was too shallow for oun
canoes. The carrying-place was excessively rugged, and jr
bhigh water, formed o part of the bed of the stream. The
country avound us, lud now beconie very mountainous and
rough. Several of these mmountains seeined to stund on insul.
ated hases, and one in particular, formed a most beaatifn)
cone. of un immense height. Wa vested for the evening.
QOctober Sth.  Being near the heighth of land, whieh divides
the waters of New-England, from those of Capada, which ran
into thie St. Lawrence. The weather in consequence of the
approaching winter, had become piercingly cold. My ward-
robe, was seanty wnd light. Tt consisted of o roundabout
jacket, of wollen, o pair of hall worn buckskin DLreeches, twe
pair of wollen stockings, (hought at New bery-port,) a hat witl
o f-eat.he\-, a hunting-shirt, Jeggins, a pnic of mockasins, and 2
pair of tolerubly good shoes, which had been closely hoarded.
We sec out»em‘ly. yet jovially. We entered o lake sur
rounded by high RLH‘(] craggy mountains, and perpendjenlar
rocks of vory considerable ) titude, which about elever
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o'clock, A. M. cust us in n dusky shude. Pulling the paddle,
as for life, {o keep ysell warm, some tritling obsevvation,
which fell from e, yulative to the place we were in,
such as its resemblance to the vale of death, which druw
vhe nctention of the company: Gotchel, in his dry way,
turning toward me, said *“Johnny, vod look lixe a blae leathey
whet-stone.”  The simplicity and oddity of the cxpression,
sl the gravity of his munner, caused great necriment wt iy
eXpense, it was cajoyed on iy picrk, certain that it was not an
exnression of dis-esteem. but alection, for the mwan Liked me.
‘Thiese minim tales and jejune occurrences, are related to con-
vey to vour sainds, an idea, how men of true spirit will beard
death in every shape, even, ab times, with lwughter, to effectu-
ate a point of duty which is considered ag essential to the wel-
fure of their country. Thas we went on, incassantly labaring,
without sastenwnee, until wo came, ahout 3 o'clock, to the
extreme end of u (ifth und the Just Juke. This day's voyage
might wgount to fifteen or twenty mijles.

On this lake, we obtained & fu)l view of those hills which
were then, and arve now, called the " Heighth of land.” It made
an fwpression upon us. that was renlly more chilling, than
the air which surrounded ns. We hurried ashore—drew out
our canous, and covered them with leaves and brash-wood.
This done, with our arnsin our hands, and our provision in
ouv pockets, we made & race across the nountain, by an In-
dian path, eusily ascertuinable, until woe arrived on the bunk
of the Chaudiere river. The distanes isabout fivyiniles, count-
ing the rising and desoent of the hill as two. This was the
acie of nur desires.  To discover and kpow tho course of this
river, was tho extent of ourorders: beyond if, we had noth-
ing to do.  Owr ehief. wishing to do everything n mood officer
could, to forward the sevvice, asked, il any one conld climmb o
tree, nround ihe fool of which we then stood? It wasa pine
of considerable hoight, without branches for forty feet; Rob-
ert Canningham, a stvong athletic man, about twenty-five
vears old presented himsell.  Tn abpost the twinkling of an
cye, he climbed the trce. Fe fally discerned the meandering
course of thu river, as ipon n map, and even descried the lake
Chaudiere, at the distance of fourteen or fifteen miles. The
country around nnd between ng and thae lake, was flat.  Look-
ing westward, he observed a smolke; intimating this to vs, fyom
the tree whero hesnt, we plainly perceived it. Coaningham
enmme down ; the sun was setting seemingly in o clewr sky.

Now onr yroeturn commenced—It so occurred, that I wasin
the roar, naxt to Getchel, who brooght it up. Wnran in sin-
gle file, and while it was light, it was observed by e, us we

f—VoL XV
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tyicd to stride into the footsteps of the leader, that he covered
the tinck with his fest; this was no mean duty. It required
the courage, the vigour, and the wisdom. which designates
genuine manhood. Our object was to be conceuled [rom o
knowledge of any one who might comwmunicote our presence
there, to the Canadien govenusuent. The race wasurged, und
becone nore rapid by the indjeations of anostsevere storsn
of ruin; we had scarcely more thon gotten balf way up the hil),
when the shower came down in juost tresuendous torrents.
The pight became durk as pitch: we groped the woy across
the ridge, and in descending, relied on the acouracy ol our
Jeader, we continued with speed. The precipice wus very
steep; a root, a twig perhaps, caught the buckle of my shoe:
—tripped =X came down head {oremost, unconsclous how far,
but perhaps twenty or thirty feat. How my gun yemained on-
Lroken, it is impossible to say. When I recovered, it was in
my hunds. My compauions had out-stripped me.  Stuned
Ly the fall, feeling for the path with my feet, my arrival at the
conoe-place was delayed, till ten at night, an hour and more
later than my friends. An erection called a tent, but more
correctly a wigwam, was made in the hurry with rorks, and
cross-poles, covered by the Lravches of fir. It rained inces-
snotly al} that night. If the clothes we wore had been dry,
they would have become wet—s0 we Joid down in all those we
had on. Sleep cume to my eyes, notwithstunding the dripp-
ings of the polting storm, through the bumble roof.

Ootober 0th.  We avose before duy. The canoes were nryed
suddenly mto the water, it still rained hard, and at day light
we thought of Lreakfasting. Gracious God! what was onr
fure? What could we produce for such a feast? Rummaging wy
breeches pockets, I found o solitary biscuit aod an ineh of
pork. Half of the bLiscuit wus devoted to the breakfaust, nnd
50 ulso by euch persan, and that was conisumed in the canoes us
we piuldled over the lake.  The rain hoad raised the lulce, and
consequently the autlets about four feet. We slided glibly
ulong, over passages where a few duys previoosly, we had toleed
our canoes. At the outlet of the fourth Juke, connting os we
came np, o small duck appeared within shooting distance. It
was u diver, well known in onr country—a thing whieh we here
econtamn.  Knowing the value of animal (ood, in onr predica.-
ment, several of ns fived at the diver : Jesse Wheeler, however,
(who all asknowledged as nn excellent shot,) struck it with
Lhis ball. A shoot of joy nrose—the little diver was safely de-
posited ip oar canoe. We went on quickly, withont accident,
Hill the evening, probably traversing a space of more than forty
nifes. At night-fall we halted, weary and without tasting food
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gince moyning.  Boyd and Cunningham, who were right-hend-
IMEN ONHNOSE veCisinus, soon Kindled a fire against a fullen tree.
An eceurrence this evening tool place, whiel my dear children
you will hardly eredit, but which (permic e to assare you) iy
sacredly true; the commpany st themselves gloowily around
this fire. The cooks, nceosrding to rontine, \whether our ehief
or others,) picked the duek, wnd when picked and gntted, it
was hrought to the fireside.  Flere it becane n question, how
to make the most of ourstock of provisions. Tinally it wus
concluded to hoil the duck in our camp-kettle, together with
ench man’s bit of pork, distinetly murkel by running a small
skewer of wood through it, with his particular and private
dasignation.  That the broth thus (ormed, should be the sap-
per, and the duek on the ensuing morning should be the break-
fast, and which should be distributed by " whose shall be this.™
Strange as Lhis tale may appear to you, in these tines; the
agreaent was religiously performed. Being voung, uy ap-
petite was ravenous, as that of a wolf, but honor bound the
stomach tightly,

Wa rose early, nnd each person selected hLis bit of porlk. whish
marde but a single mouthful ;—there was no controversy. Lho
diver wis purted most fuirly into ten shaves, cach one. eyelng
the intogrity of tlie division. Lieutonant Steele cnusing the
“twrning of the haek,” the Jottery gave me a victory over my
respectable friend Cunningbara.  His shave, was the head and
thu feet, mioe ono of the thighs. Hungsy and miserablo s we
were, even this was sport to our thoughtless minds.  In fuct,
we waore sustained by a fluttering hope, that we should soon
meet onr Mriends “the army.”

Setting ons enrly on the 10th of Detober, by the evening we
had wadde nenrly fifty 1ailes. The bit of pork and the yost of
the biscuit becameny supper. My colteagues were similarly
sitaated.  The morning sun saw vs withont anv food. We did
not despond.  The consolatory idea, ihat on that or the next
divy, we shonld cevtuinly join the army, infused energy into our
minds ind Dodies.  Yet Lewmng without food, though we loverd
each other, every ¢ndearyment which binds man to mon. was
as it wera forgotten, in a prolound silence. After a long day’s
Jjourney still we were supperlcss.

Tho sncceedjng morning, (Tith,) starting early, we ran af n
monstrous rate. The wuters Ly additional rains above, had
risen greatly. By tenor eleven o'cloek A. M. wa obswrved 2
great smolke before us, whish from its extent, we could aseribe
to nothing else, than the encatmpment of the ariy, oar friends
and fellow soldiers.  After some time, Lhe light cunoe, several
hundred yards before us, (with Steele and Getchelinit,) posged

~
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Letwean tha forks of o tyee, which lay rooted in the middle of
the strenin, where most Jikely it had Jain for muny years. All
its branches had been worn away by theannonl frietions of the
jce or waters, except those whieh forued the fork, and those
stood directly against the current, nearly u foor out of water,
and tea or more feet apart. Seeing our friends pass through
safely, and being unconscions that we were worse or less ad-
veaturous watormon than they were, we risked it.  We ran
with great velocity. My good lrishuiun steered. Byan un-
lucky stroke of some ons of our puddles, (for ench of uy had
one,) but from his sitvation and power oveyr the vessel it wus
fairly attributable to the steersman, tho canoe was thrown a
little out of its true course, just as it was entering the provgs
of the fork. Trifting ns this may appear to you, to us it was
the signal of death. One of the prongs took tha right hand
side of the canoe, within six inches of the bow, fimmediately
below the gunwhale. Quick aslightning thatside of the canoa
was lnid open from stem to stern, and water was gushing in
upon us. which wonld jnevitubly have sunk us in a second of
time, but {for that interference of Providence, whieh js athe-
istically called presence of mind, otherwise u host of men
could not have saved us from w watery grave. Instinctively
leaning to the lefr, we sunk the gunwale of 1hat side down to
the water's edge. by which we raised rhe broken side wn inch
and more out of it. Calling loudly to our companions ahoed,
they soon saw our distressnnd pat in, ab the greatsmoke. Care-
fully and steadily sitting, and gently paddling, many hndred
yards,we landed safely.  Here was noariny,no friends,no food,
—only a friendly fire, kindled by ourselves as we nscended the
river:it had beenourcnwp. Uhe fire wo hadd made bad scarcely
meore than smoked, but now it had cvept into the turfy soil,
and anong the roots of traes, and was spread over half an
acre.  Qur situation was truly horrible.  When we hal exom-
ined the hrolken conoe, and had rommaged botl for the means
of monding if, every beart seemen dismnyed.  Qur Liveh-bork
and piteh, hiad been exhansted in former repairs,—we were
without food,—perhaps one hiindred miles from thoe army, or
perhaps that army had returned to New Englund.  That sen-
Jsation of the nind ealled “The horrors,” seemed to prevail.
Getchel ulone was really sedate and reflective. Ty orderaed the
other pnidde to seareh for birch-bark, whilst he woukt look
anong the pines for tnrepeniine.  We followad the one or the
other of these worthies, according to ony inclinations, and
soon retnraed with those desirnble materinls. The cednr root
was fu plenty under onr fuet. Now a diffienity ocearred,
which had been unforesesn, und which was seemingly destrue-
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tiva af all hope,  This was the want of fut or oil of avery i,
witlt whieh to moake the turpentine into piteh, A Jueky
phought veeurred to the youagest of the compuny, thut the
park bug, luy coapty und neglected, in one ol the cuuoes.  The
rhonght and the ace of bringing ic were iostantuneous. The
g wus vipped, and us i it had Leen so mueh gold dust, we
seraped frony ik anbont w pine of divty fut. Getchel now pre-
pared an nbundanee of piteh.  The cedar vool gave us Lwine.
Phe eenoo wits brought up to the five,  We found every rib ex-
cept i few ot the extreme points, actually torn from the gun-
wale, Al hands set to work—two hours afterwards, the canoe
was horne fo the water

We winbarked, ani procceding cautlously, as we thooght.
wlong the shove. tfor we dared ot yet, with onr craggy vessel,
vuntare into deep witer,) i anug, standing up streant, struck
Uivongh the bottom of the eanoe. This nccident huppened
about five hundrved yards from the fire  Wo put baek with
heovy heartsand grent difienlty—our friends followed. It took
an houy 10 pateh the gap. The enp ol sorrow was not yet full.
As the men were bearing the wounded canoe to the wuter,
sorgeant Boyd who paddied in the sunll canoe, which wus
drawn up as nsenl, taking hold of the bow raised it wast bigh
(as was right) intending to slidu it gently inte the winter—{he
bank wits steep wad shpp'ry. Oh iy deny children, you ean-
not eonceive the dreml and borruy the sncoeeding part of this
seene produced in our minds: Afr. Boyd's feet slipped—the
canoo fell from his hands—its own welgle fafling npon the cav-
ity formed by fhe declivity of the Lk wied the water—hroke
it i the cantre, into (wo pitees, and whieh were leld together
hy nothing but the gunwiles  Now whsolute despair for the
first time seizad me A thought cume peross my mind, thot
ihe Almighity hud destined uy Lo dia of Liunger, in this inhos-
pitablewildarness. The recoliection of my parants,my brothers
anddsiscer, and the elandesting andernel mtanueraf my deserting
them, drew from smesomehilden, yet burning tears, wndd mneh
mentaleontsition Tluswusunknowmnnscunum]\ml\u.u'dn[hy
any, but e who s present every where, kuows arery thing,
amil sees our inmost thonghts  Getehel, (romparing sall
Ehings willt grent, who wuneh yosemblel] Homer's deseription
of tilvsses, in his parson, and whose stived and sober wisdom
and foresiglit, also hore o likeness o the milents of that hero,)
resigned, yet thoaghcfal umd active, indtantly weat to wurk.
The canoe hrought to the fire, and phaced inw proper pos-
ture for the operation. The lncerated parts wers neatly
brouglht togather, and sawed with welinr yant, A lwge iy
of pitel, as i3 customury in the constrnation of this kind of
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water cralt, wis Ll over the sewm to junke it water-tight.
Over the seain o pateli of strong burk « foot in width, and of «
length sufcient to encircle the Lottom, even to the gunwales,
was sawed down at the edges and pitehed.  Aguin over the
whole of tho work, it was thonght prudent to place our pork
bug, which wus well saturated with lignid fit. Tt was o full
yarit wide, and was laid down in the samemanner. This work
which was Jaborious nearly constiuned the rest of the duy.

We set ont not withstauding the lateness of the hour, and
would it js likely hinve gone o1 night, well Knowing the water
below to he good, but for an walivening oceurrence, which
soon wfter happened. Hunger drove usalong at acantions
baot rapidrate. Thesterility of the countryabove, hadafforded
us 1o game. neither moose, bear nor wolf: nothing in short,
bt the diver, and a red pine squirrel, which was too small
and quick to Le killed by a bunllet. These sguirrels did not
mich exceed in size our seriped ground squirrel.  Albout dusk
the Jicurenant's canoe, four hondred yards Leiore us, had
within view, turued 2 shuyp point of lund, when wa heard the
crack of avifle, and presently another and a hwzzzn  Appre-
Niening an attuck fron an enemy, we pulled bard to be ena-
bied to sustain our friends In a moment or two, observing
them pulling for the north shove. which wus steep, we looked
up it {or the enemy. Good Heavens! what o sight! We saw
a moose-dewr, (ulling on the top of the hank. A crv of exultu-
tion scemed to burst the navrow valey of the river. Stecle
had strock the deer in the flagk, as it was leaving the water,
Lot [t sprung np the bank with ugility.  Whecler, with betier
fortane for us all, pieveed its heart as it arvived ot the top.
Seeing this you con scarcely imagine the celerity of our move-
nments.  We werc ashore §n a moment. A fire waskindied, the
secondary guide ent off the nose, and upper lip of the animal,
instantly, and had it on the fire. What a feast' But we were
pradent.  WWe sat up all night, se)ectiny the fat and tit-bits—
frying, boiling. rousting and broiling, but carefully eating lit-
tlo w time. Towards wmorning. we slept a few hours, abso-
Jutely coveless of conséqnences.  We knaw that we had arrived
iiva land where game was plentiful, nud where there were no
foes superior 1o onr mnnher to oppose s,

) Oct. 12 We avose uftor sunrive, il began acuording to prac-
fice, to axumine and prepare our guns.  Vvepared, mine, was
nlaosed neinst actree; sy duty, in corvse. was of the culinury
Kiad. Greorge Merchant, my cowljrtar, had gonce to the river
fov water. He ran baek seized his own gun, and jutimated
thit & brll moose was swimming across the viver fownrds the
entip. We junped Lo our atims—it so huppened that my sta-
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tion was reurward. "Che enormousaninal was coming towards
us, and not more than fifty paces off, his heud and horns only
above water. The sight was animeting.  Wheeler und some
others (ived at his head, hut without c(Tect. ‘The extreme de-
sire Lhey had to nossess 50 noble a prey, probably caused a
tremor of the hund, or thut part of his body was impenetra-
Lle to ony smnll habls, which isinosi likely. The woose turned
and swan to the opposite hank.  Having got to the verge of
the river, his emnerging was awaited. My ball sorock precisely
where it ought to kill.  The huge aniinal vose the bink hy sev-
eral Loggzling leaps, but seemed unknowing which way to
run—\We thought Lo would fxll. Wheeler, and some others
gatting into the canoes. pursued Liim by his blood hall a mile.
When Wheeler returned, lie overloaded me with praises for tho
aneccuraey of the shot, wnd was conlident that the desr was
killed.  We had no time to spave.  We feasted till noon, and
in the intermediate imornents, culled the entruils for the fut:
we oveu broke the Lones and extracted the marvow, under
the full persuasion, that food of an ojly natare, is one of the
strongest mainstays of human life.  Of this principle, if we
had a doubt, we were shovtly afterwards, most irreflragably
convinced. \We departed {from our camnp jovously, untortureil
by the {ear of sturving . onr canoe sunk deep by the weizht of
onr venison. Running some miles and suddenly doubling a
point we saw a large grey wolf sitting on hishaunches—he was
(red at, but the distunce wis too great,—He escaped. J.ook-
ing down ghe river we suw o inoose swimming from the main to
nn istund—it wassoon brouzht down. It proved to be yonug—
of about 300 weight. Its ears and flanks were much torn by
the wolf. This prizo constituted veal in ourlwrder. The chaice
parts were depositedd in the canoes—the residue was at the dis-
posal of the wolf.

The following morning, (Octover 13th,) embavking early,
after noon we nrrived at our fivst encamping gvound on the
“Dead viver,” in good health and spivits, though pallid and
weak, for the want of substantial food in dve quantity.

By this time the fat and marvow, of the animalz we had
killed, were exhausted, and anr stoek of salt bad been long
sjnca expended.  One who has never been deprived of hread
and salt nor known the absenco of olenginans substancss in
iy food eannot make n true estimate of the invalnable ben-
eflts of such ingredients,in the sustentation of the bodily frame;
nov of the extremity of our corpoveal dability.

Wo ascended the bank, which is steep. and alhount fonrteen
fact hizh, earrving onr bagzage, arms and venlson, leisurely,
by piecemeal. ‘fhe canoes, us befng (oo heavy for ourstrengtly,
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were secured below, jn the water, by withes It was imme-
diately concluded to preserve our provisions by jerking. 'This
operation is done by slicing the meat into chin strips.  Then
driving four forks into the cartlh, jn a squure position. at the
required distanee perpendicularly, and Jayiog polss {rom fork
to fork, and poles athwart from pole to pole. A rack is thus
mada, about four feet high, on which the sliced weat is 1aid,
and smoke-fres are mads underneath. This duty was soon
performed. We now began to Jook about us, and discuss the
subject of our return to the ariy, which we hud. before this
time, persumuded ourselves we should meet at this plaso. The
non-appearance of the acmy and our distress, induced aeonclu-
sion thut we were deserted, and abandoned to o disustrous fate,
the incvitabje result of whicl would be, asinking into eternity
for wnnt of food, for though we wight have killed more deer,
the vigonr of owr bodies was so reduced, that we were con-
vineed that thut kind of food. could not restore ns to our
wonted energy, und enable us to perform so rugged and long
o mareh, asthat Lo the frontiers of Maine. Thenotion of nuvi-
gating the river, was scouted us a fallacy, becanse we did notf
possess asuflicient degree of bodily force, to bear the canoes
aeross the twelve-mile earrving-place.  As, in the cnse of the
retreat of the army, we hnd determined to follow, it hecatne
requisite to finich the jerking, which wonhd take six dnys, to
makeit the inore portable, forony feebleness, nnd preservableif
we should have wet weather on theanarel. It wasfuvther con-
ctuitzd “That lieutenant Steele, Getchel and Wheeler, shiould
hninediately proceed on foot neross the twelve-mile-carrying-
pluce, tomeet the army: If they did meet it. that they shiould
return to us with supplies by the el of three days, but in nl
ovents to return.” IHaving no doubt of fhe hanor of those
gentlemen, the rest of thu party remainea, cheerfnlly jerking
the meat. Now we oxperienced the full extent of i new speries
of starving. Having neither bread, nov sult, nor fat of any
kind, evory day we reninined here, we hecamas more and more
weak and emaciated.  We had plenty of ment, hoth {resh and
dried, of whicli we ute four. five and six times aduy, in every
shape we had the means of dressing it. Though we gorged
tho stomach, the appetite was vusntiated. Something like o
dinrrhea ensned, which contributed to the iinbecility of our
bodies. Benrs oil would have made omr venison favoury, bt
suchan wimel agnbenr, we had as yet not seen in all onr
wanderings. On the evening of tha fourth day, we looked out
for onr nbsent companions with mneh heartfelt anxiety

They cnme not. In the maraing of the next dnyv, we consnlted
upon the question wherhier we shoukl follow tho sy, A wma-
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jority voted for stuying & few days longer to compiete the
Jerkig. T'o shew you the greut bodily wenkness we were
brouglht to, it miwy be proper to yelute the folfowing wuneedote
as more evineive of the fuct, than any other method wlhich
night he wlopted, to bring it fully to vour minds. Sergeant
Boyd (the serongest tanl stoutest nan of the party, vud per-
hups of the armye,} nnd myseli, tuking our arms, descended

_into n canoe. and pussed the river, to thie mouth of the crealk
before mentionet, tatending to go tu the next pond on the
currying-pluace, there ro muet, as we nnped, the wdvance of the
army.  We stuggered along throngh the plain, falling every
now andd then, it our toes hut touched o twig av tuft ol grass.
Thus going forwurd, we nrrived at the clge of the mosy-hoy,
which is ;aeutioned as we ascended the river, and which js one
ond a half, or two miles (ront the poud. Here ray worthy
(ricud Bovd, unable to procecd. sunk down upon a log. My
seat, in lewrs of exerucinting grief, was fiken beside )i, en-
deavoring 1o infuse comfort und cournge into hisynanly mind—
it wns in vain. The debility of his hody had disarined his
courageous soul. Every art in my power was exercised to in-
doce him to pass the bhog—he wonld not listen to me on that
subjeet.  Melineholy of the desperate kind oppressed e,
Convinced that the nrmny had retreated. @ prognosticition re-
sulted in my nind, that we shoulld nll die of mere debility in
these wilds. We sut nn hoar. At length we ngreed to retura
to our cunp, thongh it wus yet early in the dfternoon. Qur
companions were pleased to see us, thinking our coming =0
soon, indicated good news, but a gloom of desperabion fol-
Jowed. Asainst effort to snva our lives, we all agreed to pass
the river the next morning nnd follow the armny, which we
were now assured, had returned to Fovt-Western. Bach one
puc into his knupsack, as much of our mnwkish food. as he

conli conveniently earry.

Oct. 17.  We started enrly, passed the viver, but fromn mers
inahility 1o carry onr canoes, left them behind us, ot tho bauk
of the creek. NMurching forward, ns fust as ouv feebln lhnbhs
would cirey s, When we cune to the log where Boyvd Dad
soated hinmelf, we were filled with extatic joy toobserve, on the
far side of the bog, & party of pioneers forming a eansewny
for the passage of the army. Our strength redoubled—we
pussed the bog with considerable speed. O wan and hng-
zard fuces, and meagre bodies, mnd the monstroas beards of my
companions, who had neglected (o enrry a razov with them,
geeined to strika n vdeep sorrow into the heartsof the pioneers.
Thoy gave us alittle of vheir fond. but what exhilerated us
more, was the information, that mujor Febiger with tle ad-
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vanee-guard, Jay av tho pext pond. We urged forward as fust
as we could,  Arriving at his tire n little before 10y COIPRNY,
an incapacity to stand compelled me to sit. Tebiger, in
hurried maunner, asked who we were? wnd from whence we
came? A few words expluined the mystery and cuuse of our
Qistrrss, A glistening tear stood in this brave soldier’s cye.
As b were wath a sudden ond involuntary motion aud mueh
tenderness, he handell me his wooden cunteon, (which con.
tuined the Jast spirits in the army,) from me iv passed to Cun-
ningham, who hud just cone up, the most phastly and wiy-
worn ligare in nature, from him it went vound to the rest. who
avrived gradaally, hut slowly. The heart of Febiger seewed
overjoyed at therelief he had, and could afford nus.  The liquov
had restored our fainting spirits, bus this was nol enough for
his generosity toexhibit.  He requested usto take seats around
the fire, and wait the boiling ot his kettle, which was well re-
ptenishied with pork and dumplins.  This was ull devoted to our
use, accompanied by an open heartedness and the kindest ex-
pressions of interest for our sulferings, and regard fov ouv per-
severance in our duty usonilitury men, ‘This meal to all of us
seemed o renewal of life. It was accustomed food. IFebiger,
ere this time. wis unknown to us, butin the process of events,
e nequired our esteem and entive contidence, ns o friend und
o rend soldier.  Ourmore immedinte and intimata (riends, were
still beyond the pood, but coming forward. By-and-by dMov-
gun cnme, large, n commanding aspeet. and stentorian voice.
o wore leggins, and a cloth iu the Indian style.  His ghighs,
whieh were exposed to view, appeared to have been laceratwd
by the thorns and bushes. e knew our story from Steele and
Wheeler, and greeted us Kindly,  \We now found ourselves at
Bhome, in the bosom of a society of byvave inen, with whot we
wore not only willing, bot anxions to meet the hrunts of war
This was the twenty-sixth doy we had been absent from the
army.  Inthe evening we resumed our stations in vnr respec-
tive messes. [t was now fully explained to us, why Steele had
not brought us relief.  Tle hud met the advance of the wrmy
on the Kenvebeek side of the canrrying-pluce.  Always alert
and indefatigable, when any duty was to Le done: the labonrs
of the men in earrying Lonts, bhurrels of flour, &e. were intol-
erable, and required the strengeh and athletic exertions of the
officers, ol particularly aneh as tientennne Steele, to euliven
them by ghieir duty. In beaving a heavy burden over rugged
l;l:onnll. he felt nnd sprained or dislocuted his shoulder. Not-
withskonding his aceident, he had sent ns supplies, but the
beavers, cither from cowardice or other canse, never came
near us. Getehel and Wheeler had other duties to attend to—
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they were under innnediate command.  We also discovered
from Steele, thut Clifton and M'Xonkey, soon after we left
them, tid deserted thelx post, carrying all they could on their
backs, to meet the wviny. =The dustardly viees of the Jotter,
prevailing over the known sourage, good sense, nud sedate age,
of the former: nothing oceurs to me contributory to the fame
of these men alterwards.  The fiest was wn invalid, {he lntter o
catifl coward. I'n vour seanning the characters of men, which
vau will be compelled Lo do in voar own defence, Jn the course
of vonrlives, it will be u good general yuls for you to adopt:
‘That whether you bein thecornpany of military men~seholars—
men of the luw—legislutors. & &e in ghort, persons of any
profession or class, if vou find a person very loguacious—dragy-
<ny the conversution to himself, and in a dietatorialway tuking
the Jead; but move especially if he talks of his own prowess—
deep reading--causes he bas gained—cloquence, &e. &c. but
stilt more so jt the party hoasts of wealcth or ancestry. 1In the
first. instaoce, withont hesitation, set sueh a person down in
your memory asa hraggadocio, a meye puller, until you can
inquire further for proof fo the contrary. There arve, tomy
kunowledge, exceptions 1o this general rule, but few in num-
Ver, particalarly in the military cluss. M Konlkey was of the
puffing sect, und there never was o more eonsumante scoon-
drel and coward.

October 18th. Now we turned our faces towards the porth.
Having rejoined our messmates, enjoying substantial food and
warm tents, wo soon reeruited o good degree of strength, and
onr former gaiety of teruper und hilarity returned to us.  We
aceompanied the army, und became a kind of guidesin winute
matters, for the paths and eavrying places we had safficiently
developed, {or caprain Ayresand his pioneers, by strong blazing
and snagzing of bushes so that he inight proceed in perfect
security in the performance of the duties of his office. The
three eali companies of riflemen under Morgan took up our old
encaumping ground ou the “ Dead river,” during che alternoon
of the foliowing duy.

Oct. 10th & 20th.  Heve we lay encamped for several dayy,
waiting the arrival of the rear of the New Zugland troops:
they came up honrly.  During or stry bere, it pleased me in-
ternally, ta observe, that Morgan wlopted certain xnles of disci-
pline,nbsolntelvnecessary tothesrate wowere in,butdiscordant
with the wild and extravagant notions. of our private men.*

#Morgan was o strict disefplinarian.  Permit an aneedote. e had
obtained the command of tho vifio corps from Arnold, without any
adwertence to the better claim of Hendricks, who. though the young-
est man was of the threo eaptaing, fn point of rank, by the dates of
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Powder and hall. parriealarly the fivs, to us riflemen was af
the Grst cousequence. At Cambridye the horps belonging 10
e men. were Ghed with an exeell-ut rille powder—whieh,
when expeaded. could not be replaced in Connida by any pow-
derofunequul guality. Themen had gotinto ahabitof thyow-
iag it away ai every trifling abjeer.  LUpon onv retovn from
the Chaudiere, this clreuwstanee raised (isgusr in vy: for we
had been studionzly ¢areful of onr winmnnition, never firing
hut ar some object which would give us the 10euns of subsis.
1ence. Though wa drew nur loads every orning, from « fear
of tha dampness of the armosphave. vet the hall and pawder
were never losr.  Our hullet screws hraught the first out with
ense, andl it wu< recasi—the larter was earsfully returned 1o
the horn, where, if maisr, it soon became dey.  The principal
of Murgun s Tules were, thar rhere should be nosiraggling from
the samnp;~and no firing withour uuthoritative permission.
Reaxonablz ns these injunctions were. fliey were opposell
Beiog youny and my friend Steele absent, a whisper of appro-

consmissions, the superior officer.  Hendricks, for tha sake of peace
in the urmy, ond af guod order, prudently and good naturedly ag
quiesced in bisassemption of the command, for Morgao bad seen wore
service in our farmer wars.

At this pluce, Morgan bad given it out in orders tbat no one should
fire. One Chamberlaine, a wortbless fellow, who did not think it
worth while to draw his bullen had gone soina hnndreds of yards into
the woous, and discharged his gun.  Lieur, Sicele happened s be in
that quartéer attbe Ume; Steele had but arrived ac the fire, where wa
sat, wihen Maorgan, who had seen bim coming, approached our ¢iup,
and stated himsel! within ovr cirele,  Presently Chamberlaine came,
gun in band, and was passing our fire, towardsthatof his mess. Mor-
gun ealled 1o the solliey—accused him as the dafavnlier—ihis the man,
(anarrant liar,) denled. Morganappealed wo Steele.  Steeleadmitied
be hieard the veport, hut knew not the party who discharged the ginn.
Mpargan swidenly ¢pringing 1o a pite of hihete 1ok one, and swore he
woulit knack the atensel down unless he confessed the facl. I
Stuntly, Smith seized anotber biller, and swore he woold strikke Mor-
gan if Lie siruck vhie man.  Morgon knowing 1o tennre of his rauk,
receded, This was e only spirited act T knew of Swiith, Such were
tho rouzL-bewn characiers, which, in a few subssyuent years, by
coergy of nind and aciivity of bady, bore ws safely throngh the
dreadful stovins of the vevalndon. Morgan was of an impetnous
temiper. yet withal, prudent an war, as he was fearless ol personal
duneer, Jlis passions were quick und easily excited, but they wers
soun cooled. This shixervation (3 upplicalo 1o any mon of zreat
talenty, and 1o nove mnre than Marz: Ifis severity, at times, las
made me shadder, ol it vas neeessary, vet it woald have been S
Dl2asing weait in his character. 46 [chud been Less rgil.
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current ran with immense veloeity. Wesat down on the bank
sorely pinehed by hunger,looking wistfully towurds our frlends
beyond the torrent, who Awere in possession of all the provi-
sions, tents and camp equipuge. Copvineed, however, that {he
most adventurons boatinau would vot dure the passage, for
tho sake of accommodating auy of us. We were mistaken.
There were two men, and only two who had skill und courage
to dare it. Need lieutenunt Shmpson on an oceasion like this,
be named; he, aeccompanied by John Tidd, entered his empty
boat. What skill in boatmanship! what aptitude with the
prddle was here exhibited. The principal body of the wuter
rur. over the middle of the fall, and created u foaming and im-
petuous torrent, in some measure resembling, at this purticu-
Jar time, of a very high freshet, that of the Oswego-falls, which
hud been known to me ere this, The river wus abuub 130, or
200 yards in breudth, counting on the increase of water by the
rains. ‘Che foree of the central ewrrent, naturally formed con-
siderable eddies at each side of the river, close under the piteh.
Siinpson now disclosed his amaziug skill.  Though there was
an eddy, even that was {rightful, he carne by iits mean nearly
under the piteh, and trying to abtain an exact start, failed.
The stream forced his hoat down the river, but he recovered
and brought it up. Now we, who were trembling for the fate
of our friend, and anxivus for our own accommodation, began
to fear he might be drawn nnder the pitelr.  Quick, almost in
aomoment, Shinpson was with ng. e called in his loud voice
to Robert Dixon, James O1d (o messmate) and mwyself to enter
the hout—We entered imwmediately. He pushed off; attempt-
ing tho start by the favor of the hither eddy, which was the
main thing—we failed. Returnjng to the shore, we were as-
spiled by o nwoerous band of soldiers, hungry, and anxions
1o be with their companjons.  Simpsgon told them he conld not
carry move with safety. and would return for them. Henrv
M’Annaly, a tall Irishiman, who could not from e\‘perienc:;,
comprehend the danger. jumped into the boet, he was fol-
lowed by three or four other inconsiderate men. The coun-
tenance of Simpson chaonged, bis soul and mine were intimale
“O GGod,” said he, “men we shall all die.” They would not
recede. Againye approached the pitelr; it washorrible. The
Latteaux swam deep, ahnost ungovernable by the paddle.
Attempting again to essay the departure—we falled. The
third trinl was made: It snceeeded. As lightning we dayted
athwart the viver. Simpson with his paddle, governed the
stern.  The worthy Tidd in the bow. Dixon and myself, our
guns stuelt in the railing of the Latteaux, but withont pnd-
dles, sat in the stern next to Simpson. Mr. Old wasin the bow
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near Tidd. Hanry M'Aunaly was adjoining Nr. Old. The

other men snr between the stern and How. Stmpson ealled to
the men in the Low, to Ly hold of (he bireh bnshes--the hont
struck the shore forcibly : they eanght hold. M’ Anngly in par-
ticalar, (this wis in the tail of the eddy,) but like ehildren,

their holds slipped, ac the only spot where we eould have baen

suved; for the boat had been jndiciously and safely rought
np. Letting go their holds. the how eame round to the stream,

andthe stetn strick the shore. Siinpson, Dixon. and myself.

now caught the hushes, bnt being Ly this time thrown into -
the current, the stvengih of the water made the withes, as so
many straws in onur hands. The stern again swung round:

the Low came again ashore. Mr. Old. Tidd, and A Annaly,

and the rest, sprung forhe Jand to save their lives. Doing

this, ut our cost, their heels foreed the hoat across the current.

Thongh we attenpted to steady ig, the bout swagged. In a

moment aftsr, nr thirty lest off shore, it being hrnad side to

the current. turned; horne under, in spite of all our force, by

the fury of ihe seremin. The boat npsetting, wa expression,

as going into the water, fell {rom me, “Simpson we are going

to heaven.™ My fall wus head-foremost. Simpson eame after

me—his heels, at the depth of fifteen feet or more, were upon

iny head and neek; and those grinding on the gravel.  We rose

near)y together, yvonr father first—iny frienqd followed. 7The

art of swimming, in whieh. I thought myself wn adept, was

tried. bhat it was a topsy-turvy Lusiness. The force of the

watrer threw me often Lieels-over-head.

In the course of this vovase,after a few hundred yards, Simp-
son was at my side, but the force of the stream prevenied the
exertion of swimming; yet the impetnosity of the carrent,
kept us up. It drove ns toward the other-side of theriver,
againsi a long ridge of perpevdicular rocks of great exient:
Luckily in rthe counrse of some hundred yards. the current
changed, and Lrought us perforee to the north sjdo of the
river. Tloatingalong with my head just nbove water—pravers
in sineere penitence having been uttered, a bont’s crew of cast-
ernmen, handed me a pole. It was griped as by the hand nf
death—but griped the npole rememed to me. “The strengtlc of
the water was snch. that the bont wauld inevitably huve upset,
it {he boatman bad kept his hold. A glance of the eve in-
formed me, that my companion in misfortune. had shared the
same fate, Resigned into the Loson of my Saviour, my eves
hecame elosed ; the Qenth nppenxed tome, n bard one; sensi-
bility in a great degreo forsocok me.  Dviving with the current
somo hundreds of yards more, the most palpable fealing reeol-
leeted, wns the striking of iny breast against a voot or hard
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substance. My bead caume above water. Breathing ensued;
at tho same moment Siinpson raised his bead out of the water,
Jis gold laced bat on it, erying “Oh!" neitherof us coul'd have
ceept out: we should bave there Qied; but for the ass:stu{mce
of Edwnrd Cavanaugh..nn [rish man, an exeellent soldier,
who was desigonted in the compuny by the appellation of
“Honest Ned. " Passing from the Jower part of the river, he
happened to come to the eddy, at the instant of timeiny breast
strock. He cried out “FLord Johnny! is this yvou?” and in-
stantly draggel mo out of the wuter. Simpson immediately
appearing. he did him the same goud office. fying on the
earth perbops twenty minutes, the warer pourving from me, a
messenger from tho eamp came to rouse us. Roused we went
toit. J3atull eves looked out for Divon, all hearts were wail-
jng for hisloss. 1b was known he could not swim, but none of
us could recollect whether he had dropped into the water or
bad adbered to the boat. I sowe time we had the inexpressi-
ble pleasure of Dixon in our company. He bad stuek to the
side of the hoat, swhich lodged an a vast pile of drift wood some
miles below, and in this way o was saved. Arriving ot the
canp ouy friendshad w large Gro prepavred. particularly for our
accommodation ; heat upon sueh an oceurrence is most agree-
able. My two frisnds in distress, whose clothing was prinei-
pally woollen—felt none of my private disaster. My leather
bLreechws attnched closely aad coldly to the skirn  Modesty pro-
hibited adisclosure. The sense of pain or inconvenience which
was observed by my seniors, eaused an inauiry. Immediately
the Lreeches were off and stuck upon a pole to dry. Stmpson
was $o mueh exhileraten by our escape, thut sented on o stwmp,
Lie sung “Plato,” in grent glee. It became a favorite with us.
During all this time, perhaps til) one or two o'slock, my
brecehes ware in my hand elinost in continued (riction. The
laugh of the company was against me, but it was borne stoically.

The followingmorning, (October 24,) presented niewith many
diMeuliies: to b sure my horn, with o pound of powder; and
iny pouch, with seventy bullets, were unharmed by the water,
though around tny neck in the course of our swimming: Yet
I had Just my knapsuek, my hat, and my most precious rifle.
Awaking, tho world appeared to be o wild waste. Disarmed,
my jusignificance pressed strongly on my miod—dishonor
scemed to follow of course  Without the armour of defenve,
men and nations are mere automatons, linble to he swaved by
the Leek of power und suhject to the hand of oppression.
Younyg as your {uther was, hiz soul was oppressed. To return
with the invalids was dreadful, nnd without arins, ho conld not

proceed. Cowmfort came tome in the shape of lisutenant, now
v
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general Nichols, then of Hendricks. Hehad two hats—he pre-
sented me one: but whint wis more to my purpose, he, or gen.
erul Simpson, informed me, that some of the invalids wished to
dispose of their rifles. Wit the assistauce of Nicbols and
Sinpson, u bargain wus strnck with a person called William
Reyvnolds, or Rannels, of our comnpany; who was miserably
sick, and returned in the hoits.  Money was out of the ques-
tion, an order vpon)ny father, dated ab this pluce, for the price
ol tweleo dollurs was aeeepted, and afterwards in due time,
paid honorably. This gun was ghort, about 47 balls to the
pound, the stock shuttered greatly, and worth abiouc 40 shill-
ings. Neeessity has no law.  Neverdid ngun, illasitsappear-
ance was, shoot with greatev certainty, nnd whnere the ball
rouehed, from its size, it was sure to kill.  This observation,
teilling ws it may seem, ought to induce government to ndopt
guns of this size, as tolength of harre) and size of Lull.  There
are many reasons to enforce this opinjon.  We departed from
this place, without uny waterial oceurrence, and went rapidly
forwnard.

Someawhat lnughible ensued on the morning of the 27th of
October, near the lirst pond, at the head of the viver. The
Virginians (though it is not probable that any of the officevs,
exespting one) hnd taken up the jden, that they were ouv supe-
yiorsin every militury qualification, and ought tolead. Hend-
ricks, though the oldest commissioned officer of therifie com-
punies, way still the vonngest man Tror the sale of peace and
good order, he hudt nob assented to, but merely acquiesced in
Morgan's assumption of the command of our corps, as the elder
person. Those men. who were clever and brave, were just
such in that Lelitl. as we were oursclves: buta Mr. Heath,
who was blind of an eye, o Jicatenant of Morgan's, seemed to
think. that all others were inferior to those of the “ansient
dominion.” Wehad ahard morning’s prshing. when coming
np to the first pond, At the head of the ™ Dewd-river,” we saw
Heath hefore us.  Quserviug to Simpson, “Spresh him,” weo went
up with nuch foree, poor Heath Iaboring us a sleve, to keep
Tidd wnd Dougherty, felt wmy spivit, as mueh as
At the moment of ony passing, for we went up
on the outside of him, towards the widdle of the current, his
pole stuck—npon which he gave us a few hearty ourses En-
tering the luke, the boat wnder my guidance and information,
steered direetly for the passage to the second lake. Humphreys
(Morgan’s fivst lientennnt) a hrave nwnd most wminhie man,
whom we highly esteamer, was in a boat fav (o the left, search-
ing for n passage.  Siwpson, ut my instance, hafled him to

7—Vor XV.

his place.
Siinpson did.
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come on.—He angwered there wus no puseage there, alluding
to the place we steeved for.  Bneourwging my friend to go on,
the deweption Humphreys Juy under, was soon discovered.
The ereek was deep and serpeutine, and the country wround,
for n considerable distance, u flat. A log brought down by ¢he
lust. freshet, lay across the stream, o as 10 give 1o n stranger
the idea, that the mouth of the creek, was merely o nook of
the lake. Setting the Jog wflowt, ns wus casily done, the Loat
proceeded.

October 28.  Continuing rapidly, for now we had no carey-
ing, not wrking of trees, theve being plenty of water, the
evening was spent at the foot of that mountain, culled the
Heighth-of-land, This wnas a day of severe labor. The navi-
gation of the Chandiere, heing so fnr as our iuformation went,
represented to the eaptains, Hendricks and Smith, as very dan-
gerons, they, to suve thelr men, concluded fo earry, over the
hill, but oue hoat for each of their companies. This resoln-
tion was easily accomplished. Morgan, on the other hand,
determined to carry over all his boats. Tt would have niule
vour heart ache, to view the intolerable lubors his fine lellows
onderweat. Sowe of them, it was said, had the lesh waorn
from their shoulders, even to the bone. The men said it; but
Ly this thne an antipathy against Morgan, os too strict o dis-
eiplinarian hagl arisen;

On the following day, (October 20th,) the army, disjointell
as was our corps, at least Hendricks' and Smith s encamped
on the piain, on the bank of the Chaudiere. Morgan after-
wards took his station near us.  Here it first hecame gencrilly
kuown, thut Bnos boad returned frowm the twelve mile GLery -
ing-place, with 500 jnen, a Jurge stoek of provisions, nnd the
medicine chest. Tt dumped oar spirits mueh, but our com-
mander coneeived, it wus better to praceed than return. We
werz pbout & hundred wiles from the froutier of Canady, but
treble that distance from that of New-England.  Oar provi-
sions were exhansted.  We had no meat of any kind.  The flonr
which remained, so far as 1 Lknow, was divided fadrly whl
8quully, among the whole of the troops, the riflemen shaved
JSioe pinls of flour per man. During the night and the ensu -
ing morning, the flour was baked jinto five eulces per
undar the ashes. in the way of Indian Lread.

On the 80th of October, we set forwurd. The men were told
by the officers “ that order would not he required in the macch,
“each oneinust put the best foot foremost.” The first day's
march was closed by n charmijng sleep on fir-Lranehes, The
gentlemen of our mess lay together, covering thewselves, witl

the blautkets of euch one. My memory does not serve, to sy,

mun,
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that any stir wus mode by any one, during the night.  Hap-
pening Lo be tha lest whoawpdied, in the anoriug, the Llanket
wussuddenly thrown from my head, but what wis iy serprise
tofind, thet we had lida wnder cover of af least four inches of
snow.  We scavcely had risen nwndd hud onr kottle on the fire,
when onr drivmuer, (we L na bugles,) John Shaefler, ciume
slipshod to onr fire, complaining, that all his cukes had heen
stolen framn bim. A mare wretelied figure was scareely ever
bhebelth  He was purblind, Lhis circumstance, thoagh he was
my townsman, and aequainted wirh e from my earliest in-
fitney, was yel unknown to e until this Inst mnareh, nscending
the " Dead-river, " commenced. My station in the line of mavel,
whiely was in the single file, (or Indinn, s {6 was then ealied,)
was next (o the captivin; the drannmer followed.  Here it was
his defeet of sighs was wiost effectually shewn, Binith was Jith-
some and quick nioot, ns we all were, (excepl poor Shaefler.)
Iu the conrse of this toilsome mareh, withont o patl, many
deep ravines presonted, over these lay many lugs, fallen per-
haps mnny years hefore.  The eaptain took the log, preferring
it to w deseent af 20 o 50 feet into the gulph below, which at
s onite abrupi. Following me, Shaeer would fre-
quently, denm and al), tumble headlong into the abyss.  His
misfortunes in this way, for he was i laughing stock, excited
confempl fir the soldiers, but in e compission. ¥ Often, be

21 cannot exaelly recollect tho time, butthe records of Government
will show, thut Lhis miseruble mau, wag indicted of a liglary and
convicted.  His vespectablo brother, Mr. Jocob Shaeffer of Laneastor,
(Penn.y applicd (o me, Lo certify in bis favor, [t wasin 1780 ov 1781,)
o the presidont and council, who had the power of pardon.  The rep-
vosentution was, in substance similar Lo Lhe presont,  This part of our
transactions, rests in ny memory | bt the impression is so streng,
that T cannot torget it. 1t gavo wie great pleasura Lo tinaghie, that
probably I wight agnin vontribute to the saving tho fite of u man,
whieh T had actuatly saved onco before. At that lime, hy our Law,
the punighment of burglury was cdeath, and my compatriot Shaeflur,
was under that senlence. My soul was grioved.

T o dinnken houd nt Philudolpuia, he hacd blindly stumbled inton
liouse, whicl be took (o bo hig lodgings. Hera detected in oneof the
chambers, Lie was charged as a Jelon.  Gravious Gort ! npon thesupor-
lices ol thy earth, thero wasnevor n mare unoffonding sonl. Ho could
seaveely se¢ 2 yard before him,

It hng mnused and pleased vic oflen, {o hear that ha extola me. He
Ja now industrions.

Tho fale of Jumes TWarner, (seo P, 102.3 among others, was really
lamentable, Tlo was yermg, handsomo In appearavee, nol nora than
Lwenty-five yeuws ol age; howas athletic and seemned (o sitrpass iy

© bodily strength, Yot withal, bowasa dolt.  ITis wife was beaulifal
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required my aid. On this latter cecasion, onr kettle, boiling
w Bleary, which was no other than {lour wnd water, and thut
without salt, my solicitations prevuiling, the mess gave him o
rin enp full of it. He reeeived from mwe my third eake, This
mwan, blind, starving, and almast naked, Lore his drmn (which
was unharmed by all its jostlings) sufely to Quebee, when
many other hale mnen died in the wililerness.

thongh eoarse in manners. The busband on the eother hand, wasa
poor devil, constantty out of view, or in the backgreund of the pie-
ture.

We heard nothing of them after enlering the mavsh, and until n
nonth bad ¢lapsed at Quebee. In Docember, tho wife or widew of
poor James Warner, came to our quarters on the Low-grounds, bear-
ing her husband’s rifle, his powder-hiorn and poach. She appeared
fresh and rosy us evar. This ayoso from the religiovs and graluitous
spirit of the Canadians.

The story Mrs. Jemnima Wamner told, was extremely affecting, and
may he worth remembering, as il is something like a sample of the
whole of our distresses and intolerable disasters,

The husband was a great euter. His stores of provisions, alter the
parution, at the head of ths Chavdiere, werein alittle timo consumed,
The consuminate wife ran back from the ouush, end found her be-
loved husband sitting at the foot of o troc, wliere he said he was de-
termined to die.

The tender-heavted women, attonded Ler ill-fated vushand several
days, urging bis inareh forward; ho ngain satdown. Finding all her
solicitations could not induce hiwn to vise, sholeft Lim, having placed
all the bread in lier possassion, betwoeen his legs willl o canteen of
water. Sba bore bis arms nnd ammunition to Quebee, whero she re-
counted the story. Tho nephews of Natanis, afterwards at Quebee,
confirnied tha volation of this good woman. For when geingup, and
returuing down tho river willi our inastimable friond M'Glelund, shie
urgaed them, suflused in tears Lo take her Lusbund on board. They
wera necessavily deal Lo her entreatles, ‘Thus perishod this unfortu-
nale nan, abw period of his age, when the bedily powers, nro gener-
ally in their full perfection. He and many othors, who died in the
wildlerness, Inst titelr lives by nu inconsiderate giuttony.  They ate as
mueh at nomeal, as ought to have been in onr clrenmstances tho pro-
vision of four duys, and a mareb of ono lundred 1iles, Youngmen,
without knowledge ov u previous experionce, nre very difieult to Hov
érn by sage-udvice, when the rago of hunger assuils,

T conelude this lengthy note, allow mo tointroguee to yuu, another
instuuee of human misery, which camo undey my eve, in this dolo
rous and dreadful mareh.  As was betore ohserved in the oty of thn
work At Lhe head of the Chandicre, it was given out by tho ofticers

that order would not be requiced from the soldiery in the muvel), (e
Ydt Lho compunios, belug in (ho wmost part either fellow-townsinon,
or {rom the same county adhered together, bound By Lhat aflectionni:.
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This morning, the first of November, hreakfusting on our
Dleary, we took np the line of mareh through a flat and hoggy
grounii. About fen o'cluck A. M. we arrived, by n narrow
neck of bnd at a marsh whieh was appalling. [t was threr.
fourths of nmile over, and covered by ucoat of lee, half aninch
thick. Here Shupson coneluded to bhalt a short tine for the
stragglers or maiined of Hendricks’ and Smith's companies to
come up. There were two women attached to those companies,
who avvived helore we cornmenced the mareh. One way the
wifs of serjeant Grier, nlarge, virtnous nnd respeetable woman,
The other was the wile ol nprivate of our company, & syan
who lagzed upon aevery occusion.  These women heingarvrived,

attachmant, whieb f4 engenderad Ly the locallly of birth, or the habi-
tudes of Iong and severo services, In a communion and enduvance of
tiardships and desperato :dventures,  [tappears to me, to he = princi-
ple of the human mind, “that the wore hardships we endure in cou-
pany of eauh other, tho greater hecones onr esteem oandl affection for
our fellow.sufferers.” Tor mysall, this 1s sald from experimented
woo and extreme ealamity.

Wa Ll no path, tho river was our guide, Unc day, either tho
second or third of 1his 1nurch, & inountaly jutting In a most precipi-
tato forn: mto tho river, compelled us (o pass the margin of the stream
upon o long Jog, winel lind Leen bronght rhither by somo former
fresbet. 'Tho bark nnd Janbs of the trea iad been worn away by the
1bbings of thoice, and tho trunk loy lengthwise slong the narrow
passage, smooth nnd slippery, and gorged tho pass.  This difliculty
lind eolleeted hero 2 hieterogenous 1nass of the troops, who claimed
tha rizht of passage according (o the nrder of coming to it. The log
was (o Lo footed, or the water, of the depti: of three or four feet, must
ba waded. ‘There wns no alternalive, An eastern man, bare-footod,
Lare-headed, nd thisly clad, lean and wrelched from abstinence, with
s asket in hand, passod the log immediately batora me.  His font
shpped, and ho fell several fect into tho water.  Wo passed on regurid-
less of his fite.  Bven bisimmedinta triends and comrades, imany of
whotn were on tha log at tha snmo moment, did nob deign tolond him
an assisting hand. Death siared nain tho fee. T gave lilm asincere
sigh at parting, for (a loso my place in tho file, might Luve been ftul.
This pitiuble heing died inthe wilderness The hard fito ol mnuy
others might be recapitulited, but the dreadfiil tle of ingjrlents, 11
truly tald, wouldl merely serve (o lacorato tha heort of pity, ane Jur-
row up Ui feelings of thosoul of benevolence. Toars many y enis
shiee, inve often wetted sny chiecks, when racollecting (bedisasters of
that unfortnate cam paign, the memorablo exit of my dearest friends,
mad of many worthy fellow-citizens, whoso worth at this time, is em-
balmect salely 1y tho breasts of thelr surviving nssoofates.  Seven died
shoerly from faminn; nnd wany others by disordersurising from hird
sorvico in tho wilderness.
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it wis presumed that all our party were up. We ware on the
potnt of entering (he maesh, when sone one eried out - Waur-
wer isnat iere.” Another said ho had “sat down sick under a
tras, & Cow miles bacle.” Iis wifo begging us to wait o slort
time, with tears of affection In her eyes, ru back ta her hus-
Land, We tarvied an hony, They cuine not.  Untering tho
pond, (Simpson foremost,’ wnd brexking theice hereand there
with tho buts of our guns and feet, as occusion raquired, weo
were soon waist deep in the yand and water. As is generally
the case with youths, it came fo my mind, that a Letter path
might be found that than of the more elderly guide.  Attempt-
ing this, in n trice the weler cooling mmy armpits, made me
gludly return into the file. Now Mrs, Grier had got before
me. My mind was huinbled, vet astonished, at the exertions
of this good woman. Her clothes more than waist high, she
waded before me to the firm ground. No one 5o long as she
known to ny, dared to intimate w disrespeetfnl iden of
her.  Her husband, who was an excellent soldier, was on
danty in Hendrieks' boat, whiel hud proceeded to the discharge
of the Jake with licutenant M'Cleland.  Arriving at firm
gronnd, and.awaiting ago for our companions, we then et
off, and in nomarch of several miles, over a scrubby and fat
plain, arvived ut a river flowing from the east into the Chun-
dieve Jake. This we pussed in a baftean, which che prufence
of colonel Araold hal stationed here, for our accommnodution
otherwise we must have swam the streww, which was wide ani
deep.  In o short time we came to another rviver Aowing from
the same quarvter, still deeper nnd wider than the [ormer.
Heve we tound o battesn. under the superintondency of capl.
Dearborne, in whicli we paased the river. We skirted the
river to its mouth, then passed along the roargin of the luke
to tlie outiet of Chaudlere, where we encamped with o hetaro-
geneous mass of the army. Tt was soon perceived, that the
French term Ghaudiere, was most aptly upplied t2 the river
below us. Indeed every part of it, which cawne underour view,
until we arvived at the " frst house” in Canada, might well bo
tevined v caldron ov boiler, wiyeh 1s the impaort of its French
wivne. [t is romarkable of this viver, and which, to e, distin.
gnishes i from all others 1 hnd seen, that for 60 or 70 miles, it
is L eontinued rapid, without any apparent gop or passage;
oven for a canoe.  [very boart we put into fho river, wasstove
inone part or other of it.  Captnin Morgan lost all his lionts,
and tholifo of n mneh valned soldier.  With difficu)ry ha saved
his own lifa and the freasnre committed to his care. Arnold,
accompnnied by Steele. and Julin M. Taylor. and afew others,
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in a boat. were in the advance of the amny. He ay have
descended in w boat, it is)aost likely he did. ©

On the morning of the 2d of Novemuer, we set off from the
Chaudierc lake, and hungered, as to ray own particular, ulhmost
to death. What with the supplies to Shaeffer, and my own
appetite, food of any kiud, with rue, had become & nonentity.
My own safferingy, iirthe twosuceeeding innrches, from particu-
lar causes, were move than ordivarily severe. My mockasing
hwd, many days since. been worn to shreds nnd cast aside: My
shoes, though they had hieen well sewed and hitherto stuck
together, now hegan to give way, und that in the very worst
part, (the upright soam in the heely [For one to save his life, .
must Keep his station in the rank—The moraent tbat was lost
as nature and reason dictate, the following soldier assumed
his place.  Thos, once thrown out of tus file, the unfortunate
wrcteh Hpust await the passage of many men, until e chasm,
townrds the rear, happened to open for his udmission. This
explanation will answer some questions which vou might nat-
nrally put.  Why did you »not sew $t? Why did you not tie the
shoe to your {oot? I{ there hod been awl, and thread, and
strings at command, which there was not, for thecauses above
stated, one dared not have dona either, as the probabie con-
sequences would ensie, “Death Ly bunger in a2 dreary wildesr-
ness.”  Torian when thrown out of society is the most helpless
of God's creaturves. IHence you muy form a conception of the
intolerable fabour of the murch. Every step taken theheclof
the foot slipped out of tha shoe: to recover the position of the
foot in the shoe. and at the same time to stride,was hardlabour,
and exhausted my strength to an unbearable degree. You
must remember that this march was not performed on the
level surface of rhe parade, but over precipitous hills, deep
guilies, and even without the path of the vagrent savage to
guide us. Thus we proceeded till towards mid-day, the pale
and meagre laoks of iy compenions, tottering on thejr feeble
limbs, correspondmg with my own. By fmend Simpson, who
saew oy enfeebled condition and the cause, prevuiled with the
Juen to rest thewselves a few minutes.  Bavk, theouly succed”
ancum for twine, ot leather, in this misernble country, was im-
modiately proeured and the shoe bound tightly to tho fool.
“Then mavching hastily, in the course of an hour or move, we
came within view of a tremendous cataract in the river, fromn
12 to 20 foot high. The borror this sight gave us, fearing for
tha safety of our friends in the boats, was aggravated. when
turning the point of a steep cragg, we wet those very friends,

¥ Juno 26th, 1800. Jebu M. Taylor tolls me, that they descondod by
lnnd.
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having lost all but their hives, sitting around a five on (he
shore.  Oh God! what wero ouv sensatfovs! Poor Al'Cleland.
first lieutenant of Hendricks', nnel for whoss accornmodation
the bont wns most particidurly carvicd aeross the mountain,
was lying at the fire; he beckonud to us 1is voice was not
andible, placing iy ear close to Dis lips, the word he uttercd
scarcely articulate, was “ Parewell.™  Sinpson, who loved him,
gave hir half of {hy pittance of food which hic «till passessed;
Wl T eould was—a tear.  The chort, but snelencholy story, of
this gentleinun, 8o furas it has come to iny knowladge, may be
dotailed in afew words,  He hadd resided on the Juniantnnt the
time he was connaissioned. ¥y knowledge of hiw commenced
in the canp near Bosron. He was endowed with ail those
qgualities which win the wiTectionz of men. Open, brave, sincere,
and nlover of truth. On the “Dendt viver,” the variable
weather brought on a culd which affected his jungs.  The ten-
derness of his friends, conducted him safely, though much ve-
dueed, to the foot of the wpountain, at tha head of the “Nead
river," Hence hie was borne in a litterueross tho mnountain by
men. If you bad seen tho young, yet venerable capi. Hend-
rieks, bearing his share of this loved and patriotic burthea,
across the plain to our camp, it would huve raised estecm, if
not alleetion, towards him. From onr eamp, M 'Cleland was
teausported, iu tho boat, to the pluce where we found him. The
craw, condueting the boat, thongh worthy men and well we-
quatated with snch kind of navigation, knew nothing of this
river. They descended unaware of the pitch before thew, until
they had gob nearly into the suck of the falls  MHere, lucklly,
o rock presented, on which it was so contriven as to cause the
boat to lodge. Now the crew, with great Jubov and danger,
bore their unforfunate lieut. to the shore,where we found him.
We passed on, fuarinl for ony own Jives. Comiog to a long
sandy beich of the Clhaundiere, for we sownetitnes had sveh:
sonie nen of onr company were observed to dart from the file,
and with their nails, tear out of the sund, roors which they es-
teemed entable, apd ate them raw, even without washing.
lunguid and woe-begone, as yonr father was, it coukl not but
create a smile, 16 observe the whole hine watehing with * Argus
eyes.” the motions of n few men, who icnew the indieations
fn the sand of those roofs. The knowing one sprang, half a
doren followad, he who grabbed it, eat the root instantly.
Though hanger urged, it was fur front wme to contend in that
way with powerful inen, such a5 those were. Strokes often oc-
curred.

During ihisday’sinareh, (about 10 or 11, A. M.) my shoe hav-
ing given away agein, we cwne to a NMre, where were soine of
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caprain Thayer, ov Tophaiu’s imen. Simpson was in front,
frudging after, slipshod and tived, I sat down on the end of o
Jong log, ageinst whicl the fire was Luilt, absolvtely fainting
with hinger and fatigne, my gnn standing between my knees.
Seating myself, that very net gave o cast to the kettie, which
wils placed partly against the log, in sneh o wey, as (o spill
two-thirds of ils coutents. At {he monient a large man
spruoyg to his gun, and pointiog it towards me, he threatened
to shoot. It created no fear; hisMfe was with much more eur-
tainty in wy power.  Death would have been u welcome vis-
itor.  Shnpsonsoon made vs friends. Coming to their five, they
gave mep cup of thelr broth. A table spoonful, was all that
was tasted. It had a greeuish hoe, and waus said tohe that of
o bLear. This was instantly known to Le untrue, (rom the
taste and sinell.  ILwas that of idog. He was o lavze black
Newfouudland dog, Lelonging to Thayver, and very fut. We left
these movry fellows, for they were astually socl, maugre ull
theirwints, and marehing quickly, towards eveningencampad ;
We had a good five. but no food. To we the world liad lost
its charms.  Gladly wonld death have been received ag nn
auspicious herald froin the Divinity., Ay privations fn evory
way, were such as to produce a willingness to die.  Without
(ood, without clothing, to keep me warmn, without money, and
in w deep and devious wilderness, the iden occurred, and the
means were in suy hands, of ending existence. The Fod of all
goorduesy inspired other thoughts  One principal cauvse of
change (under the fostering hand of Providence) in my senti-
mants, was the jovind hilarity of my friend Simpson. At night,
warining onr bodiesut an immeuse fire, onr compatriots joinerd
promiscuously around—io animate the company, hewouldsing
“Plato;” his sonorous voice gave spirit to my heart, and the
morality of the song. consolation to my mind. In troth the
music. thooghnot so covrect ns that of Handel, added strength
and vigour to ournerves.  Thix evening it was, that some of
our goinpanions. whose stomaehs had not received food, for
the Just fortv-eight lrouavs, ndopted the norion, that learhar,
thoagh it had hzen manufactured, might bz made palatable
food, and would gratify the appetite. Observing thefr dis-
course, to me the experiment became a matter of enriosity.
They washed ihefr ;mockasins of moose-skin, in the first place,
in the river, scraping nway the dirt and sand, with great cave.
These were brought to the kettle and bLoijled a constderable
time, under the vague, but consolatory hope, 1hat n mucilage
would take place. The boiling over, the poor fellows ehewed
the leather, but it was lenther still: not to De macerated. My
teetly, though young and good. succeedad 1o Letter. Discon-
solate and weary, we passed the night.
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November3d. Wearoseearly, hunger fmpelling, and marched
rapidly.  After noon, on . point on the bank of the river,
soine one pretended, he Aeseriberld the “first honse,” ten miles
olf.  Not long after another discerned a boat conting towar:ls
us, awnd turning @ point of land —presently, Wl perceived cattie
driving up the shore. These circumstauces, gave occasion to
n feeble hur of joy, from these who saw these eheerful and
enlivening sights. We wera now treading o wide and siony
heach of the viver  Smnith, our capiain, who it this moment
happened to be in company, eluted Wwith the prospeet of 1 sup-
plyof food, in the jo s of his heart, perhaps thoughtlessly, said
to me, “take this Henry.” Tt was gladly received.  Opening
the paper, which had been neatly folded, there appeared &
hand's breadth and Jengih of bacon-fat, of an inch thick;
thoughtlessly, it was caten wreedily, inattentive {o all former
rule, nnd thanks to God, did wme noharm. Hereit was that for
the first tine, Aaron Bury, & most aminble youth of twenty,
came to my view. He fhen was a cadet. It will requirve a
most cogent evidence, 16 convinee my mind, that he ever in-
tended any 1)) to his conntry of late years, by his various spee-
wlations. Thoagh diffeving in political opinion from him, no
veason hias as yet heen laid before me, to induce a Velief, that
hewaus traitorovs to his country. Towever, take this as the
wayward ideas of a person totally excluded fron a knowledye
of the secrets of the cabinet ; who wag somewhat attentive to
jts operations, so far as newspaper information ean elueidaie.

We marebed as hastily as our wenried and feeble limbs could
admit, hopine soon to shave in sonmething like an abysinian
fenst. The enrvatures of the river, had deceived us in the cal-
eulution of distance. It ws many hounrs ere wo come to
plnce of slaughter. We found a fire, but no provision, except
asmall guantity of oaten meal, resembling in grit, our chopped
rye. Sbhimpson warmed some of this in water, and afe with
gout. 'To e it was nauseous- this may have been owing to
the luncheon from Smith’s hoard. Thu French men told us,
that those who preceded, hod devoured the very entrails of
the cattle. One of the castern inen, as we catoe to the fire,
was gorging the last bit of the eolon, hall rinsed —balf broiled.
It may be said, he ate with pleasure, us he tove it as n huagry
dog would tear u launel of meat. We sood encunped for the
night, cheered by the hope of sucecaor.

Novaember 4th.  Aboat two o’clock, P. M. we arrived at a
largestream coming from theeast, which weranthrongh, thongl
more than wmid«leep.  This was the inost chilliug bath we had
hitherfo received: the weather was raw and colil. It was the
17th, and the harshest ofiny birth-days. Within o few hundrec
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yards of the river, stood the “first house” in Canada: we ap-
proached it in extacy, sure of being relizved frowm death, by
the wmeans of famine.  Muny of car compatriots were unaware
of that death, which arises from sudden replation, The active
spirit of Arnold, with such able assistunts as Jolhn M. Paylor
and Steels, bad laid in o great stock of provisions. The men
were furious, voraeijous, and insantiable.  Three starvations hasl
tanght me wisdom. By {riends took my exlvice. But, not-
withstanding the irrefragable arguments the oflicers used to
insnre moderation, the men were outrageous upon the sub-
jeet, they had no comprebension ol such reasoning. A Penn-
sylvania German of our company. a good and orderly soldier,
who, from my aflection towards him, I watehed tike another
doetor Pedro Dositive; yet all representation and reasonfng
on my part, hal no influence. DBoiled beef, hot bread, pota-
toes, biniled and roasted, were gormandized without stint.  IHe
seemed to defy death, for the mere enjoyment of present grati-
icatfon, and died two duys after. Bany of the inen sickened.
£f not much roistaken, we lost three of our company, by
their imprudenco on this oceasion. The immediats extension
of the stomoch by food, ufter alengthy fast, opsrates a more
sadden extinction of life, thun tlie total absence of allinent.
At this place, we, for the first time, bad the pleasure of seeing

the worthy and respectable Indian. Natanis, and his brother-

Sabutis, with some others of their tribe. (the Abenaquis.)
Lieutenant Steele told us, that when he Grst arrived, Natanis
came o him, in an abrapt but friendly menner, and gave him
a cordianl shnke by the hand. intimating a previous personal
knowledga of him. When we came, he approached Cuuning-
baia. Boyd. and myself, and shook hands in the way of an old
acquainiance.  We now learned from him. that on the even-
ing when we first encamped on the “ Dead-river,” (September
20t in our first ascension, he lay within view of our camp,
and so coutinued daily and nightly to attend our voyage,
until the path presented, which led direotly into Canada. This
he took; to the question, *Why did you not speak to your
friends? He readily answered, and traly, “You would have
killed me.” This was most Jikely, as our prejudices against
him had been most strongly excited, and we had no limit in our
orders, as to this devoted person. He, his brother Sabutis,
nnd seventeen other Indians, the nephews and friends of Na-
tanis, matched with us to Quebee. In the attack of that place,
on the morning of the first of Junnary following, Natanis, re-
ceived o musquat ball through his wrist. He adopted o chirur-
gery, whieh seomed extreordinary, ot the time, and quite new
hat whichnowseens to ute, tobe thatof nature itself, Hedrew
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a pledget of linnen quite throngh the wound, the ends of
which, hung down on each side of the arm. He wus taken
prisonar, but generul Covleton dischirged him immedintely
with strong fokens of conmmiseration. This is the first io-
stance in the course of our revolutionary war, of the amploy-
ment of Indians in actual warfare agninst onr enemies. To be
sure it was the act of a junior comnander, unwarranted. so far
as has come to my Knowledge, by the arders of his superiors.
vet it seemed to authorize, in a small degree, upon the pari
of our opponents, that horrible system of aggression, which in
o short tine ensued, and astonishied und diszusted the civilized
world,

Nov. 5th,  Hunger, which neither knows governance or re-
straint, Leing now gratified, wo thrned our nttention tnwards
our friends, who were stifl in the wilderness. Smith and Simp-
san, (for recollection does nnt serve to say how iy [riends
Hendricks and Nichols were emploved, but it was certainly in
doing good.) always active, procured two young Indiawns,
nephews of Natanis, * Sweet fellows,” (wsS8himpson called them,)
to proceed on tho following morning to the great fall, for the
person of the invaluable M'Cleland. Before we started, it
gave me pleasure to see these vouths, excited by the reward
obtuined. pushing their hiveh-bark cance agiinst the strict
‘carvont of the river. It scemed liks an egg-shell to Lound
over the surfase of the wuves of every opposing ripple. To
end at once this dolorous part of our story; the young men.
in despite of every impediinent from the waters, and the solic-
itations of the starved wanderers in the rear, for foad, hurried
on to the full, und an the evening of the third day, brought
our dving fricad to the “first house.™ The followjng day he
died, and his corpse received n duc respect from the inluchi-
tontsof the vicinage. We weve informed of this a mnonth after
This veal catholicism rowards che remains of ane wo loved,
mwade a deep and wide breach upon imy curly prejudieas, which
since that period liwy enused no regret: hat hesinduced o more
extended apd paternal view of maukind, unbounded by sect
or upimon. :

The morning of the 6th Nov. wa marched in stroggling
parties, throngh a flat and rich eountry. sprinkled, jt might
be safd, decovated, by wany low honses, all white washed,
which appeared to be the warm abodes of n contented people.
Brery now nnd then, o chape) came in sight; bot more fre-
gnently the rnde, Lug pions Nnitations of Lhe sufferings of our
Savionr, and the fnage of the virgin. These things crentad
3nrprize, at Jeast, inny mind, for where [ thonght theve ennld
be little other than Lurbarity, we found civilizead men, in acom-
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fortable state, enjoying ail the benefits arising from the institu-
tlons of ¢ivil sociaty. ‘Lhe river, alung wiueh tho rond van, ia
this day’s mavch, became in the tnost pact our guide, It now
flowed in a deepund almost sightiess curvent - where my oppor-
tunities gave e a view. Ourabsteniiousness was still adhered
to. Aboutnoon aof the next duy, we arrived at the quarters of
Avnold, a station he had taken fov the purpose of hulting awd
embodying the whole of our emaciated and stvaggling troops.
We were now perhaps thivly miles from point Levi; which is
on the St. Lawrence, and nearly opposite to Quebse. Now our
mess bad " iriends at court.” Arnold, since we lefs the " twelve-
mjle-carrving place.” the last tirae, had, deservedly, teken
Stecle as a gulde, into Mismess; and he bad become ukind of aid-
de-cawp—The was, £o say no more, o confidentia) maan. John
M. Taylor, keen and bold asun Irish grey-hound, wus of ou
company., being o ready penman apd excellent accovntunt.
He was nt once exalted, by the shrewd und disceruing eye of
Arnold, to the offices of purveyor and commissary. We had
no distinetions of office, scarcely any of rank, in those days
Our squad, in consequence, cume boldly np to headquarters,
though we came not now into their presence.  Steele, who wos
in waiting, pointed to the slanghter-house, a hundred yards
distant. Thither we went, determined to indulge. Here we
found owr [riend Taylor. worried abinost to death, in dealiog
out the sustenance of life to others. Without hyperbole or
circumlocution, he gave us as muny pounds of beefstakas as
we chose to earry. Proceeding to the next house, a mile below
some one of the party became cook. Gooad brewul and pote-
toes, with the acconmpanynent of heef-stake, producad wsavory
ncal. Nelieving myself out of dungey from any extraordinury
indalgence ol appetite, the dne quuntity wnsexceeded, nnd yet,
believe me, it was notnore than an anchorite might religiously
take. Wesoon hecaine sensible of thisact of imprudence. The
march of the nfternoon was n dull and heavy one. A feverat-
taclced me. 1 beearne, according to my feelings, the inost
miserable of human beings. Determined not to lag bebiud.
my cyes, at times, could scarcely discern ihe way. nov u:,
legs do their office.  We did not march fay this afterpoon. In
this high latitode, a winfer's day is very short anr feeting.
Tho evening brought ine no comfort, fhough we slept warmly
in o favm house.

November 7th.—Tho army now formed into more regulur
and compnet ovder, in the morning pretty carly, we proceeded.
About noon iy disorder hml inereased so intolerably, that X
could not put a foot forward,  Senting mysell upon a log at
the way side, the troops passed on.  In the rear cumg Arnold
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on horseback. He knew my same and character, and, good
naturedly, inquired nfter wy heolth.  Being inforneil, he dis-
mounted, i down to the river side, and huiled the owner of
the house, which stood opposite across the water. ‘The goaod
Canadiun, in bis cunow, quickly arrived. Depositing my gun
and accontrenents in the hands of one of our mmen, who
attended upon ne, am! had been disurmed by losing his rifte
in soinre one of the wreekings above, and Arnold putting two
silver dollars into iny hands, the Frenchman carried me to his
Douse. Going to bed with a high fever upon me, 1 lay all this
and the following day without tasting food. That had been the
catse of the disease, its absence becnme the cure.

I'he morning of the third day, (10th Nov.) brought me health.
The mistress of the house, who had been very attentive and
kind, asked me to breakfast.  1his humble, but, generous meal,
conyisted of a Low! of inilk, for the guest, witlicxcellent brend.
Tle favo of the faraily was this saine bread, gariic, and salt—I
had observed, that this was the usnal morning’s diet, for I lay
in the stove-room, where the fanily atennd slept.  Thisworthy
fumily was composed of seven persons; the parents in the
prime of fife, and five charming ruddy chiidren, o)l neatly and
warmly alothad in woolen, apparently of their own wmanofue-
tory. You twight suppose, from the manner of their living,
that these persons were poor. No such thing. They were in
good ecircumstwnces. Their house, barn, stabling, &c were
warm and comfortable, und their diet such as 1s universal
ainong the Irench pensantry of Ganoeda. Proflering my two
dollars to this honest wnan, he rejected them with something
like disdain in his conntenance, intimating to we that he had
merely obeyed tha dictates of religion and humanity. Tears
{illed my eyes when I took my leave of these amiable peaple,
But. they had not even yet done enoogh for me. The father
insisted on attending e to the ferry some mjles off, where
the river takes o tnyn ahnost due north, to meet the 8f. Loaw-
tence. Ifersmy worthy host procured me a passage scoll free,
obgerving 1o )ne vy money might be required before the arvmy
could beovertaker. Landing on the norlh bank of the river,
the way sould not be mistaken, the track of the army had
strongly marked the youte. To me it was a most gloomy and
soticury mareh, Not o soul was 10 he seen 3n the course of ten
miles. Being without arms, and in un unknown country, wy
inconsequence, and futileness Iy lieavy on my spirite.  Tere
and there wasa furin-house, but the inhabitants wera eltlier
closely housed oy wbsent from their homes Afteronoorn, arriv-
ing at the quarters of anr compuny, my gun and accoutre-

mentg were reelaimed with ardonr, aad a solemn resolution
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never to part with them nguin, unless it happened Ly the
comnpuixion of the foe. ‘The house, which the company pos-
sesged, luy some hundreds of paces front head quarters, but
within view. Bdlorgan’s quarters were nenver. \Where Hend-
vicks mude s lodguent is not now reeollected, bue it was at
no grent distnnee.

On the folowing day. (Nov. 11th,) our guns in evder, a scene
openad, which then iind now seems to me to have exhibitenl
us in a disvepntable poin® of view: it evinced, at least, the
necessity of w stald and sobey conduct of the officer, as wellasn
strict subordination and ohediauce of the private. 4 lLuyried
and hoisterous renort, caume from head-quarters, that the
British were landing vo our lefe at a mill, about & mile off.
Each one grasped his arns  Morgun und the Indians, wholay
nearest to the commander’s quarters, werve foremost. The
cuaning was sevare.  Thelugging Indians, and a variety of the
three companies, were inferingled.  Coming to the brow of
the pracipico, bub still nnseen, we perceived a boat tanding,
which cune from a frigade laying ia the stream, a wmiie below,
The hoot came ashore. A youih xprung frow it The tide
ebbing, the boalswain thonghi it hetter to obtain adeeper Jand-
ing-place, nearer the mil, and drew off.  dorgan, apprehen-
sive of o discovery of our presence, fired at the boat'serew. A
volley ensued without harm, probably beeause of the gr-eatspace
between us.  They pulled off shore, until beyond the ravge of
our guns. leaving the midshipman to our merey. The hapless
youtl, confounded, unknowing what to da. plunged into the
river, hoping to regain his boat.  Hisfriends flying from him,—
he waded, he swam, vet eould not reach the boat. At the dis-
tance, perhaps, of one frundred and fifty vards, nothing bathis
hend above water, ashooting-mateh took place, and beljeve e,
the babls of Morgan, Stinpson, Humphreys, and others, played
around. and withina few inchies of hishend. Evenafteralapse
of thirty years, it givesmo pain to recollect, thatmy gnn was
discharged at him. Soch, however, was the savage fevoeity
engendered, in those nngracious times, by a devolution of the
ministry of the sother-country, from the true line of eonduot
towards lier colonies.

M'Keonsie. (the name of the yvonng man,) seeing that hi:
boat's crow hacl deserted him, sliowed o desive to surrender,
by approaching the shore.  The Nving ceased. But a stilt
more disgusting occirrence 1han the preceding. followed.  The
lad, coming towards the shore, evidently mtending tosubmit,
Sabntis, the Indian, the hrother of Nutanis, sprang forward,
sealping knife in hand, seemingly intending to end the strife
at a single Llow.  The humanity of Morgan and Huinphreys,
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towards a sueccumbeut foe, was cxcited. One orthe other of
them, it 15 not now recollected whish, in particular, by his
agility and amazing powers of body, was eoubled to precede
the Indian by several yards, This coutest of athleticism was
observed from the shore, where wa were, with great interest.
Borgan Lrouglht the boy (for he wasreally suely, ) to Jand, and
afterwards esteemed hum, for he merited the good will of a
hero: Wet and hiongry, we returned to guarters. Running
along the shore with our prey, the Hunter sloop of warbaving
sacped up for the purpose. pelted us all the way with ball and
grapeshot. It wasno casy matter to ascend the bank,which was
steap and craggy. Our prisoner was prudently loqoacious, and
very genteel. He had left the sloop, of which lie was a mid-
shipman, upon command, to procure spars und oars, which lay
in the mill.  He had ordered off the boat to procure a better
Janding, when our imprudent fire drove hils people from him.
He wes the brother of captain M’ Kensie of the Deurl frigate.
In 1777, the young Bl'XKensie was agein taken. I saw hjn at
Lancoster, (Pennsylvania,) active, lively, and (ocetious as
ever. Dwring our stay ut point Levi. Colonel Arnold was
busily engaged, Being now discovered. it becume us to pass
the St. Lawrence as soon as possible.  “The main diffcuity con-
sisted in the procnrement of boats or canoes. ‘Thoge Kinds of
craft on this part of the viver. had previously to our arrival,
been secured by the vigilunce of government, which it is
likely had some intiwation of an inroad in the direction we
came. Twenty-five canoes, chiefly of birelx bark, were with
diffienlty procured. The command of these was conferred vpon
lieutenant Steele, who selecred the steersmen. of whom it eame
to e to Le one. The passage, il practicable, must Le made
in the night, and that in the most silent manner, at a time
the tide sevved.

Between the hours of 10 and 11 o’clock, on the night of the
13th of November the troops puraded on the beach, near the
will before mentjoned, without noise or bustle. One cargo
wis desputehed—then o second: upon making tha traverse a
third time, an accident happened tony friend Steele, which
you cau scarcely credit. Belng at a considerable distence
behind with his canoe, I could not, at its occurring, obsarve
the transaction, nor share in the danger, though my life would
hawve heen willingly risked for his, and yet the relation of this
fuct, is most unquestionably true. These frequent assevera-
tions, muy uppear somewhat awkward, and to blur the detail
of our story; but our sufferingswere so extraordinary in their
kinds, and so aggravated Ly (he nature of tho severe serviees
we underwent, tha’ now-a-days it will require u fuith almost
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approaching to credullty, to convince the mind of theiv truth.
Stecle steered a birch-bark canoe, the weight, and it is Jikely
the awkwardness of the ien, when about the widdle of the
river, (which at this place is fully two miles wide,) burst the
canoe. The men who were in jt, swam to, or were taken up, by
the canoes nearest to them. It was otherwiss with Steele.
He was the Jast to get to a canoe under the wanagemeut of
tho worthy Wheeler: but it was full of inen. Tleve could he
noadmittance.  ‘The steersman advised, aond Steels wus cow-
pelled from necessity, to throw his arms over the stern—
Wheeler, seating himself upon them, so as to hold him securely,
for it was a Dleak and numbing vight.  Thus, in this maoner
wus this worthy and adventurous officer, loated to the shore
at Wol{’s cove. Hero there was an uninhabited house. A fire
had heen lighted in it, by some of our people, who first landed.
It becanie a pole-star tous in the rear,we steered forit. Land-
ing about half an hour after Stecle, we found him at the fire,
seemingly chilled to the heart; but he was a man not to be dis-
pivited Ly slight matters. Frietion soou restored him vo his
usual animation. The moon, now ahout threc o'alock, shone
Lrightly, and the tide run out vapidly, so that the passing of
the rest of the troops, about one hiundred and fifty in namber,
tynis night, was given ap. This circumstance, of tha absence,
of solarge a part of our force, was known but to few. They
joinwud us on the following night. Tt bad bLeen the intention of
our chief, to storm the town this night; but the deGeiency of
our seuling ladders, wmany ol which were left beyond the viver,
now repressed that design.

Noveruber 14th. The troops easily nscended the Lill, by a
good road cut ju it slantingly.  This was not the case in 1759,
when tbe impuortal Wolf mounted heve, it was then a steep
deelivity, enfiladed by a host of savages, Lut was surmounted
by the eager and gollant spirit of our nation.

Novemnber 15th.  Arviving on the brow of the precipice, we
found ourselves on the plains of Abrabam, so deservedly funous
in story. ‘The morning was cold, and we wera thioly clad.
Wulile an adventurous party despatehed by Avnold, under the
cowmmand of one of Morgan's lieutenants, were examining the
walls of the city, we were pucing the Plains to and fro. in si-
leace. to keep ourselves warm. The winter had set in—a cold
northwester Llew, with uwunecowmon keenness. By the tima
the reconoitring party returncd, daylight wos not very distant,
Thie party found every thing towards tho city, inastate of per.
fect quiatness. This report was delivered, in my presence, o
Morgan, however, the country muay have have baen representod
since. Not even theory of “All's well,” was uttered wosa part

§—Vor. XV.
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of their report, yet we heard that cry from the walls, even
whaere we were; but this in o direct line, was nearer tous than
the voices opposita to the party. This was the happy monent,
but with our small and disjointed force, what could be done?
There was seuvcely move than three hundred and fifty men,
wilting and deterinined to be sure, but too few to assail a fort-
vess such as Quebec is.  If #hat had Lbeen known this night,
which was evideneed in a few days by the fugitives from the
city, Avnold would most assaredly have hazarded an attuck.
St. Jobn’s gate, which opens on Abrahant’s plains, and isu
wost Lportant station, was unbarred, nay, unoloscd : nothing
but a single cannon under the eare of a drowsy watch, was
there a3 a defence; we were not a mile distant, and might have
entered unknown, and even unscen. ‘These are uncertain
opinions, resting on the vague reports of thie moment, wbich
might have besn true, or untrue. My memory is, however,
rresh in the recollection of the heart-burningsthisfuifure ceused
among us  Providence, for wise purposes, would have it other-
wise. Near daylight, requiring rest and reireshment, the
troops wmaverd anile, to a turm-house of Lieutenant Governor
Caldwell's. This was o great pile of wooden Lufldings, with
nuaerous outhouses, which testified the agricultural spirit ana
taste of the ownar,  He, good soul. was then snug in Quebee.
Those who came fivst, fared well, and as luck would huve it, we
wete of the numbar: all within and without the house, became
a prey.  Adversity had destroyed in our minds, evary decorous
or delicate sonsation. Guards were stationed next the city.
Wrapped in iy blanket fearless of events, casting ray person on
the floor of an elegant. paclour, 1 slept sweetly and soundly
N twe in the afterinon, and then was roused solely Ly
ery, that the enemy was ndvancing. We (lew to arms, and
rather in a hurried jnanuer, run towurds the city, which was
nearly bwo miles fram ns. We siw no enemy. It turned out
that a Mv. Ogden, a cadet from Jersey. alurge aad handsane
young man, in fauvor with Avnold, had been patharized to
plce Ehe sentinels that dny.  He did place thara most stupidly.
George Mevchant, of Movgan's, n wan who would atany time,
give him fuirplay, have sold his Jife dearh, he sintioned in i
thicket, within view of 1he oncmy ; at the twe of placing him,
when at bis post, he was out of sight of ihe gurrison: but the
misehief was (though he sould not be seen,) ke could see no one
approach, he was takon absolutely unawnre of dungor. A sev-
geant of the “soventh,” who, from (he manner of the thing,
mnst ) huove been clever, accompunsed by o few privates, )ity
oreeping through the streets of 1he suburbs of St. Johp, and
then under the cover of the Lushes, sprang upon the devoted
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Merchant, even before hie had thne to cock his rifle.  Merchant
waus o tall and handsome Virginian.  In a few davs, be, huut-
ing-shirt and all, were sent to Bagland, probably us a finished
specitnen of the riflemen of the colonies. ‘The government
thieve very liberally, seat ltitn home in the following yecar.

The cupture of Merchant grieved us. and brought us within
a few hundred vards of theecity.  Arnoid had the bolduess, you
might say the undaeity, ov still more correctly, the folly, to
draw us up in aline, in front and opposite to the wall of the
city.  The parapet was lined by hundreds of gaping citizens
and soldiers, whiom our guns could not harm, because of the
distance. They gave nsa huzea! We returned it, and vemained
a considerable time huzzaing, and spending our powder ageinst
the wally, for we harmed no one. Some of ouvr uen to the
right, under the cover of something like ancient ditches and
hillocks. crapt forward within two hnndred yards of the works,
but their Oring was disregarded by tho enamy as farcical.
Febizer, who was o renl and well instructed soldier, and en-
gineer, did advance singly within a bundred paces, and pored
with tho eye of anadept. During 2il thns, as my station in the
line happened to he on a monnd, a few feet higher than the
common level of the plan, it was perceptibla throngh the
embrasnres that thers was a vast bustle witlhyn. In some
miutes o thirty-six poirnder was let Joose upon us; hut so i
was the'gun pointed, that the ball fell short, or passed high ovey
our heads.  Another, and another succeeded—to these salutes,
we gave them all we conld, another and another huzi. Tt
must Le confessed, that this vidiculous affair, gave mo « con-
temptible opinion of Awnold. This notion wns by no means
singular.  Morgan, Febiger and other officers, who had scen
sevvice, did not hesitete (o spenk of it in that point of view.
However, Arnold had a vain desive togratify, of which we were
then ignovrant. He was well known ot Quebee, Formerly, he
had traded from this port to the West Indies, most particu-
Inrly in the article of horses. Hence, he was despised by the
principal people. Theepithet “ Horsejoekey'” was freely and
universally bestowed upon him. by the British, Having now
obtuined power, he becune anxious to display it 1n tlio faces of
those, who had formerly despised and contemped him.  The
vonarable Carleton, an Ivishiman of a most amdable and milkl
character, Colonal Blaglenn, a Seotchman, old 1a warfare, would
not. fn any shape, communieate with hini.  {f Montgomery
bt orizinally been our commander, matters might havoe bren
more civilly condueted. This partieuinrity 1o relating amost
trivial and disgnsting ocenrrence, arises from o desire, to set
Lelore you, u cautionary rule, which it will be prudent {or you
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<o observe in your historieal reading. “Do not helieve wn
sgughor, nnless the story he relates be probable, accompanicd
# v such sircumstances as might reasonghly attend the trans-
“nx-;(.ion, unless he iscorroboruted by others, whospeal on thut
“gubject.” Many of our wisest men, within the colonies, wrote
and spoke of this bravading as a matter of moraent, and with
mueh applause.  Fven some of our historians, (GGordon) have
given it celebrity. But amorve silly and boastful British his-
torian, (A mweld) suys there was a dreadful cannonade, by which
many of the rebels were destroyed. The truth is, that this
day not o drop of hlood was shed, but that of Governor Cald-
well's horned cattle, hogs and poultry, which run plentifully.
After this victory in huzzaing, which wus boys’ play. and suited
me to o hair, we returned to quarters to partake of the good
things of this workd.

The next dny. (Nov. 15th,) a sceue of A different kind openeq,
which Jet us into the true chavacter of Arnold  In the wild-
erness, the men had been stinted] to a pint of lonr by the day.
This secanty allowance of [lour had been continued since we had
come into this plentiful country. MWorgan, Hendricks and
Smith, waited upon the commander in chief, to represent 1he
grievance and obtain redress.  Altereation and warm language
took pince. Smith, with his usval loquareitv, told us, that
Morganseemed, at one time, upon the point of striking Avnold.
We fared the batter for this interview. .

On the following day, (Nov. 16th,) the riflo-companies re-
naoved further from the eity.  About half a mile from Cald-
well's hiouse, ouv company obtnined excelient quarters, in the
house of a French gentlenan, who seemed wealthy, He was
plensing in his manners, bat the rodeness onr ungovernable
men exhibited. eveated in him an upparent dizgust towards us.
Here wo remained neav n week. Dnring that time, we had
constant nnd severe duty to perform. There was n Jarge build.
ing on the lew grounds, near the river Si. Churles, which was
ocenpied by nomost respectable society of Indies us & nunnery.
In front of this house, at the distance of fifty yards, there was
axpacious Jog building, which seemed to e a sehwol house,
nueipied by the priesthood attendant on the nunnerv. This
honge we took possession of, as & gnard-house, undey an fden,
as it s_tom\ direotly bebween the town and the nunnery, which
contained some precious deposits, that thuy had not had time
to remove, that the enewy would not fire in this direction.
The conjecture was just,

Nov. 16th. —In the afternoon n distressing occurrence took
place herve, notwichstanding our vieinity to tnis holy place.
Towards the evening the guard was relieved. Lieut. Simpson
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commanded it. This guard was eomposed of two.and-twenty
fine fellows, of our company. When the relief-guard came,
a Frenchman, of a most villainons appearanco, both as to par.
son and visage, eume to ourlleutenant, with o writteu ovder
from colonel Arnold, commanding hin to accompany the
hearer, who would be our guide aeross the viver St. Charles,
to abtain some callle feeding bayond it, on the nccount of
government. The order, in the first instance, becanse of ity
preposterousness, was doubted, but, upon a little refleation,
obeved. Enowing the danger, oor worthy lientenant also
knew, the hest and onlyneans of executing the enterprize.
The eall “come on lils." was uttered. Weran with speed (rom
the gunrd-house some hundreds of yards, over the plaio to the
maouth of the St Charles, where the ferry fs. Near (he fevry
there was o large wind-mill, and near it stood a small house
reseiubling o Couper's sliop.  Two carts of o Inrge size, were
pnssing the ferry heavily laden with the housebold-stuf, and
women and children of the townsmen fiving from the sub-
urbs of St. Roque, contiguous to palace-gate, to avoid tha ter-
¥ible and falal eMectsof war. The carts were alreadyinalarge
seow, or flut-bottomed hoat. and the ferrgmen, seeing us com-
ing, were tngging harl at the ferrv-rope, to get off the baat,
which was aground, before we should arvive. It was no small
matter, in exeriion, {o outdo people of our agility, Simpson,
with his usnal good hnwmour, nyged the race, from a hope that
the garrjson would not fire upon us, when in the bonrt with
their flving townsnen. The weight of our bodies and arins
put the boat agronnd in good carnest Simpson vociferonsly
urging the men to free the boat. direcling them to place their
guns in my nrms, standing on the bLow. He ordered me to
wateh the flnshes of the cannon® of the city near palace gate.
Jumping intn the water mid-deep. all but sergeant Dixon and
mvself, they were pushing, puiing, and with hundsplkes at-
tempting to flont the seow. One of the carts stocd hetween
Dfxon and mysel{—he wastugging at the fervy rope. TPresently
“a shot,™ was enlled, it went wide of the boat, its mark. The
exertions of the party were redounbled. [Keeping an eye upon
the town, the sun about setting, in a clear sky, the view was
beautiful indesd, but somewhnt tervific. Battlements likeo
these had been nnknown to me.  Our boat Jny Jike a vock in
the water, iendd was o target b poing hlank shot, about three-
fourths ot n mile fron palace gute, which issues into 4. Roque.

& This was a ridiculons practice, universnlly adopted i the camp
near foston, and waa now pivsued at this phace. 1t is mevely desig-
nativa of tho raw soldier. Such indicationsof fear should uow-a-days
be severely roprimanded.
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1 would have adored all the sants in the Knlendar, i honor
amd thejr worships would have permitted the transportation of
my person a few perches from the spot where it then stood,
by the nustere command of duty. It was plainly observable
that many persons were engaged jn prepaving the guns for
another discharge. Our brave nien werestraining every nerve
to obtain success.  “A shot,” was all that could be said, when
a thirty-six pound ball, touching the lower edge of the noby of
tho carc-wheel, descending a lirtle, took the leg of my patriotic
Iriend below the knee, and carvied away the bones of that part
enturely.  “Oh! Simpson,” he cried, “T am gone.” Simpson,
whose heart was tender and kind. leaped into the hoat: calling
to the men, the person of Nixon was borne to the windmill
Now a roar of triuraph was heard from the ¢ity, secompanjed
Ly some tolerably well directed shors, The unfortnnata was
borneat aslow and solemn pace, to the guard-honse, the enemy,
every now and then, sending us lus majesty’'s compliments, in
the shape of & 24 or 36 pound hall. When the procession cnmne
into a Jine with the town, the guavrd-house and nunnery, the
firing censed. At the thne we ware nost busily enguged with
Dixon, nt the windmill, the vile Frenchman. aghast and hor-
ror striclien, fled from us to the cjty. If his desertion had
heen noticed in time, his fate hagd been sealed, Lut the rosenl
was unobserved till he had yun several hundxed yards along
the beach of thie bay of St. Chayles. He tnrned ont to he o
spy, purposely sent by governwent to decoy and entrap vs,
and he succesded but too easily with the vigilunt Arpold.
Dixon was now carried on a litter to the house of an English
gentlemen, about. a mile off. An anputation took place—a
tetanus followed, which about ¢ o’clock of the ensning day,
ended in the dissolition of this honorable eitizen and soldier.
There nye many reasons for detailing this affair so minutely to
yon. Among these are, to impress upon youy minds an idea
of the manners and spirit of those times. owr meuns nn rude
methodsof warfare: but mare partioularly for the purpose of in-
introducing to y our observation nnaneedote of Divon, which is
chavnetoristis of the idens and feelings then enfertained by the
guenevality of his counteymen. Before we left our native homes,
tan i, nsic were, Lecame an abonination even to the huties.
The taxation of it by the parlininent of Buglad, with design
todraw from us o trifling revenne, was made the pretence
with thie great body of the psople, for our oppngition to govern-
ment. ‘The true ground. however, with the politieally wise,
was, that that law annihilated our rights as Bnglishmen. [t
i< axiom of the eommon Jaw of nur glorinus ancestors, that
txation and representation must ;3o band jo hand.  ‘Chis rule
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was now violated. ence it was, thut no one male or female,
knowing their rights, if possessed of the leust spurk of piters
otjsm, would deign to faste of that delightfnl beverage. The
ludy of the house, though not one who upproved of our princi-
ples of action, was very wttentive to our wounded esnpanion:

she presented hima how) of tea; "No mudam,”said be, "it
is the rain of my counc

Uttering this noble sentiment, (Nov. 15th) this invaluahle
citizen died, sineerely lamented by every one who hud the op-
vortunity of knowing his virtues. Dixon wus a gentleman of
good property aml education, thouglt no wmore thau the fivst
sergeant of our company. Hisestate lay in W, Hunover town-
ship, in tho connty of Luncaster, (now in Dauphin) He was
anagriculturalist, whicly, in the vagueness and uncertaingy of
onrlangnagae, is called “a fnrmer.”  In fact lie was a freeholder,
the possessor of an excetlent tract of land, accompanied by
alt those agreeables which render tlie cultivator of the corth, in
Pennsylvania, the nmost independent, wnd, with prudent ccon-
omy, tho most happy of human Leings. Toe following morn-
fng. Simpson was the first to give maan account of Divon's
denth, which altected us much, s corpse received thie usual
militury honors. Duby compelled my nbsence elsewhere. The
Itood of Dixen was the first oblation made upon the alinr of
Liberty at Quebec, and Merchant was the (test prisoner. The
Iatter was a brave and determined soldisr, fitted for snbordi-
nate station; the formner was intuitively a captain. The city
and vieinity ocoupied the attention of the commander novatly
noweek.

Nov., 18th, —Not being fully In the secret, it doos not become
e to recoant the cnuses ot our retrent, to Point Aux Trem-
bLle. We did however make this retrograde movewent, rather
in a slovenly style. accompanied, probably, Ly the maledje-
tions of the clorgy nnd nobility, but astended by the regretsof
a host of well-wishers amoung the peasaotry. Point Aux Trem-
ble is at the distance of twenty, or more miles from Quebac.
Plie route thither, though in u severe winter, was intoresiing.
Tho woods were Jenfless, except. ay to those trees of the fir-kind;
bHub numerons neat and handsomely situated favi-houses, and
many beautiful Jandseapes were presaoted, and onlivened oar
mareh along this majestic stream. At Detvolt, which is sup-
posed to be little shiort of nine handred miles from Quebee:~—
cven there, it is no conteipiible river, Lut here tha fummenso
volume of {ts waters. strikes the mind of the strangesr with as-
tonishment and rapture.  Ouwr Susquehanna, which, from its
grandenr, attracts the Buropean eye, stands in a low grade
when compared with the 8t Tawwrence.  Ascending the river
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ot o Qistance of ten or fifteen miles, we ohserved the rapid
passage, down streain, of & boat, and soon ulterwards of w ship,
one or other of which contained the person of Siv Guy Cayle-
ton. That it wns the governor of the province, fiying fvom
Uontgomnery, who had by this tune captured Mounbtreal, we
weve informed by a specind Kiod of wwessenger, which was no
other thno the report of the cannon, by way of feu-de-joye,
upon his arrival at the eapital.  Waker, in regard to the com-
munication of sonnd, is nearly as good a conductor as jetals
are, for the transmission of the electrio flaid.  Though near to
the place of our destination, we could mark with precision
the report of every gun. Point Aux Tremble, at this rime, had
asstined the appearance of a straggling village. There was
a spacious ehiapel, where the cercinonies of the Rowan-Catho-
Jie religion were performed, with a pomp not &een in our
chaveltes, but by a ferveney and zeal apparently very pious,
which Leeante o severe and additionnl stroke at early preju-
dices.  Quarters were obtained in the villuge and fiin hovses,
dispersed over a space of some miles, up and dowu (he river.
We enjoved as mnuel, comiort ns tight houses, woarm fires, and
our scuntiness of clothing would admit. Provisions wers in
plenty, and particularly beef, which, though small in bulk,
was of an excellent flavonr. Being in a fuw davs, agit were,
domesticated in n respectuble farmer's honse, we now had
leisure to observe the economy of the fawmily. TEvery crevice
thirongh which cold air could penetrate, was cavefully pasted
with styips of paper of every colour. To permit the cold air to
intrude is »ot the only evil which results; but the smallest
interstice with the air, also adwits an alinost impalpable snow
which is very juconvenient, pavticulurly at night, when the
winds blow wmost sharply. A stove of jron stoord o small space
from the wall of the kitchen chimmey, but in such a way that
it night be encompassed by the Ounily or the guests, This
stove was kepb continually hot, both Ly doy awnd by night.
Owver the sfove their is a ticlk 80 constructed us to serve for the
drying of wet clothes, mockasing, &e. &e. When these people
slaughter thieir beists for winter use, they cat up the meat
into small pieces, such as ahalf pound, two pounds &e. accord-
jug to the number of tho family  In the evening hefore hed-
tinme, the females of the house, prepare the dipner of the fol-
lowing day. It may be particularly deseribed, s it was dono
i our view (ara number of days together, and during the time
wus never varjed. This was the manner: A pieee of pork or
beel, ora portion of each kind, together with u sufliciency of
cabbage, potaioes and toynips, seasoned with salt, and an ade-
qurte quantity of water, weve put into a neat tin kertle with o
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close lid. The Kettle, thus replenished, was placad on the
stove in the yoom where we all slept, and theve it sinnered
till the time of rising, when it was takea to a stuall fire in the
Kirchen, where nostewing eontinued till near uoon, when they
dinesl. The confents were teemed joto a Jarge bason.  Lach
person hud a plate--no knife was used, vxeept one to cut the
brewl, but .t five or six pronged fork answered the purposes vi
L spoon. The sneat regrived no cutting, as it was reduced to
amusrlage, or atlenst to shreds.  Thjs. you wany say, is trithing
informittion, and unworthy of yvour notice; ncecording to my
mind, it is important to all of us, to kinow the Lubits, menners,
and mewns ul existence of that cluss of society, which, in al)
natfons, composes tha bulk and strenglh of the Lody politic.
OQurdinner followed innfew hours. ‘fhe manner of our cookery
excited ustonishinent inour host.  Asinuch beef was consumed
at a single meal. as would have served this family for a weck.
Remenber, however, that the mess consisted of- persons who
were entitled to double und treble rations. Two rosy-cheeked
daughters of the house, soon contrived the meansand obtained
the surplus. This circuinstance, most probably, made usagree-
ablo to the fumily, for we hwd nothing ¢lso to bestow. The
snow had now fallen in abundance, and enlivened the country.
Sleigzbs and sleds were pussing ju every dircetion.  Thefurmers
began to supply themselves with a full stoek of winter's fuel
from the forest. No fowls were visible about the house- a
few werc kept alive for Lreeding in the ¢nsuing summer, in o
closa and warm coop in the upper-story of the barn.  The vest
of the fowls, intended Tor the market or winter’s use, had
DLuen slnughtered, earty in antumn, ot setting in of the frost,
and were hung apin the featbers in the gurret.  Theneca they
were taken us wanted. Towards March hev Lecome unsav-
oury, bat i no way tainted.  We Lecame acqnainted with this
kind of cconomy, but upon a mueh lavger seale afterwarvds.
when in o stoafe of afiliction and sorrow  The »oads in this paurt
of Canata ara keptinexcellent order.  The covvee of Enropenn
France is madntained by the government in (N effect, as to
its principles, but fov less vigid jn its practice.  The roads m
low grounds, were ditched an thie sides and curved towards
the centre.  Every forty ov fifty yards onvach side of the road,
thronghont the extent of it young pines were stuek §n the
grouxl, tomark the central and safest passage. [t 13 alaw,
that the nndhiohler, whenever u snow falls, whetl:cr by day ox
night, when it ceases, shall with his horses and earisle, yatrace
the road, formed on the preceding snow, throughont the ex-
tont of his grounds. Thigis a laborions duty, Lut it was dig-
cernible, that it was performed with punctuality, {f not pleas-
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are. In Decembay, January and Februavy, when the snow
loys from threo to five {eet deep over the surfnce, theve is no
travelling in this country, but by ways thus formed, or wpon
snow shioes.

On the first of December, general Monggomery, who wasanx.
jously expected, arrived.  Araoll’s corps, was puraded in the
front of the chapel. [t wis lowering and cold, but theappear-
ance of the generad here, gove us warmth and anjmation.  He
was well limbed, tall nad handsome, though lis fuce was mueh
pock-marked. His wir wikk manner designated the real soldier.
Heo macle us a short. but energetic and clegant speech, the bur-
then of whieh, wasan npplause of vurspiritin passing thewilder-
ness; a lope, our perseverance in that spirit would continue;
wnd i promise of warm clothing; the Jatter was a most com-
fortable assnvance. A few huzids {rom ouy freezing Lodies,
were returned to this address of the gallaut hero. Now new
Jife wes infused into the whole of the corps.

The next day (December 1) we vebyuced the route from
Quebee. A snow had fellen during the night, and continuned
fulling. Vo mavch on this suow, wasa most (utiguing businass.
By this time, we had gunerally furnished aurselves with seal-
skio mockasins, which arve kavge. and aceording to the usagsof
thoe country, stufled with hay or Jeaves, to keop the foet dry
aad warim.  Bvery step taken o tho dry snow, the mockasin
having wo raised heel to sapport the position of the foot, it
slipped baek, and thus produced great weariness. On this
march the use of the snow-shoe was very obvious, but we were
destrtute of that article. Theevening brought up theriflemen
ab an extensive house, in the parish of St. Foix, about rhreo
miles frorn Quebace. It was inhabited by tenants. We took 10s-
session of afront parlour on the Jelt, Morgan oneupon the right,
Hendricks, u back upartment, and the soldiery in the upper
ports of the house, and solac warm outbuildings.

The next dny (December dd) Morgan not inding Irimself com-
fortable, moved o short space nearer to the eity. Hero, 1n
low and pretty country houses, he and his mun, weye neatly
accommodnted. It seened to e, that the Canadians, iu the
vicinage ol Quihee, lved us comfortably, in general, as the gen-
ernliry of tho Pennsylvanians did, at that tine, in the county
of Lancaster. Tt may readily oconr Lo you, thnt some restric-
tion ought to crnnip this lutitude of expression; take it, low-
ever, a8 o deseription of our sensatlons, entertained in ouv
minds by the conveniences we now enjoyed, in opposition to
our late privakions  We had just arvived from u dreary and
inhogpitable wild, half-starved and thinly clnthed, in o land of
ploaty, where we had full vations and warin quarters, conse-
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quently, our present feclings contrasted with former su fierings,
might hive appreciated in too high a degree, the happiness ol
the Canadian. What is now said, ought not to Lo taken in
anywise, as an allusion to the political rights, but be confined
solely to the apparent prosperiry and cconomy of failies.
Decenber 12rh,  We renmined abont ten days ot these quas-
ters. The rours of duty, to Arnold's purty, were peculiarly
sgvere.  The ufficers and nien, still wore nothing clse, than the
rematins of the suminer clothing, whieh heing on their back,
luud escuped destruetion in the disasters of the wilderness. The
suow Juy three feet deep over the face of the whole country,
and there was an addition to jt alruest daily Wany hmpedi-
menis occurred, to delay the transportation of the clothing,
wlieh general Montgomery had proeured for us at Montreal.
Our miscrable stete, contrury to our principles, exeited an -
licit desire, to e appatrrelled more comfortably. This desive
would probably have lain dormant, but for a scoundrel Cana-
dian, who in all likelihood, was an enemy of Lientenant Gover-
nor Crowie’s. Onc morning having returned from a cold
night's duty, near palace-gate, the fellow addressed Simpson,
who was the only officer in quarters, and cottununieaied the jn-
formation: “That about two miles up the St. Lawrence, lay
a country seat of Governor Cromie's, stocked with moay
things “we wanted, and he wauld Le nur guide.” Cariole‘s
were innnediutely procured  The house, a neat Lox, was ro-
muntien)ly situated on the steep bank of tho river, not very
distant from a chapel. Thougli in the midst of wintar, thespot
displayed the clegaat taste and abundant wealth of the owner.
It must he a most delightful sunnmer residence, in the mouths
of July and August, when the hieat of this northern climato,
seews greater to sensation, than that of owr country, in the
samo scason. Tho house was elosed ; knoeking. the hall-door
was opencd to us by an lrish woman, who, of the fuir sex, was
the largest and most brawny. that ever came under my notice.
She was the stewardess of tho house. Our questions were
answered with an apparent affability and frankness. She fn-
trodirced vs into the kitchen, alurge apartment, well filled with
those articles, which good-livers think necessary, to the happy
enjoyment of life. Mere we observed, five or six Canadian
sarvants. huddlet into a corner of the kitchen, trembling wifh
fear. Our pryving eyes, soon diseovered a trap-door Jeading
into the ¢ellar.  In the conntry honses of Canada, because of
the frigidity of the olimate, the celivrs are usunully under n
wiem room, wixd ace pringipally intended, for the presavvation
of vagetaides. The envity in this instance, abounded with n
great vaviety of entables, of which, we weve not in the imme-
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diute want., The men entered it ~TFirkin, alter firkin of but-
ter; lard, tallow, beef, pork, fresh and saJt—all became a prey.
WWhile the men were rurmmnaging helow, the tlieutenant de-
scended to cause more despatech. My duty wos to remain at
the ond of the trap-door, with my back to fthe wall, and riflo
cocked as a sentry, keeping o strict eye on the scrvants. By
goodt lrishwoman frequently beckoned to me to desesnd: her
drift was to eateh ug nll in the rrap.  Lucekily she was compre-
hended. The celiar and kitchen being thoroaughly gutted, apit
the spoil horne to the carringes, the party disperscd jvgo the
other apartments. Here was e¢legancy.  The walls and parti-
tions, were beautifully papered and decorated, with Jarge ¢n-
gravings, naps, &e. &e. of the most celebrated artists. A no-
ble view of the city of Philadelphia, upon a lurge scale, taken
from the neighbourhoeod of Cooper’s ferry, drew my attention,
and raised some compunctive ideas; Lut war and (o seiences
always stand at arms length in the contests af mankind. The
Jatter must suceurub in the tumult.  Our attention was ruuch
inore attracted Ly the costly feather beds, counterpanes, and
chermiag rose-blaulkets, which the house affordad. Of these
there was good store, and we le(t not a jot Lehind us The
nooks and erevices in thao cairoles, wers {illed with smafler arti-
cles; several dozens of admivably finished cose-knives and
forks—oven a sett of desert lkknives obtunined the notice of oux
cupidity. Articles of lesser moment, not o thowsandth part
so useful, <lid not escape tha all-grasping handsof the soldicery.
In a Lack apartinent, there stood a muhogany couch, or setice
in o highly finished style. The woodwork of the coueh was .
raised on all sides by cushioning, and lastly, covered Lva rvich
figured silk. This to us, was lumber, besidées our carioles were
full. However,we grabbed the mattress and pallots, all equally
elegant as the couchr: Having, as we thought, divested his Ex-
cellency of all the articles of prime necessity, wo depnrted, os-
tensibly and even audibly accompanied by the pious blessings
of the stewardess for our moderntion. No doubt she had ber
mental reservations; on such business as this, we regurded
neither. Near the chapel, we el u party of Morgan’s inen
coming to do that, which we had alreadly done. The oificer
appeared chagrined when e saw the extent of our plander.
He went on, and finally ransaclked the house, and yet a little
more, the stables. The joy of our men, ammong whow, the
plunder wag distributed in nearly equal portions, was extrava-
gont.  Nowan operation of the human mind, whieh often rukes
place in society, and is'svery dav discornible by personx of ob-
servafion, beeamo clearly obvious. “ILet a mun onee with im-
“punity, desert the strict rule of 1ight, wli subsequent aggres-
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“'sion, is not ouly fncreased in atrocity, bul is done without
“qualm ol consvience.” Though our company was composed
principally of {veelholders, or the sons of such, bred ut home
under the strictures of religion and orality, yet when tha
reins of decoruny weve loosed, and the honovablc feeling weak-
ened, it beeame impossibile to administey vestrnint. The pec-
son of n tory, or his property, becamne [uiv game, and this at
the denunciation of some buse domestic villain.

Ou the morning following, (Dec. 13th,) the same auda-
cious, scoundrel again returned. By leuding to the first afiuir,
and his intercourses with the privates, he hud so wormed him-
gelf into their good graces, that nothing would do Lut a sys-
tem of marauding upon our supposed enenies, the tories. In
this new expedition, which was further than the foriner, the
officers thought it prudept to accompany the mnen, in trutl,
to Keep order and repress theibr avdeney. \We avrived atafann
said to belong to Gov. Cromie ov, some other inhabitant of
Quebee. The farm-house, though Jow, being but oune story,
was capacious, and toterably neat. The barn built of logs,
with o threshing-floor in the centre, was from seventy to cighty
feet in length.  The tenant, his wile, and childveo, shuddered
npon our approach. Assurances that they should be upbarmed,
relisved their fears. Tho tenant pointed out to usthe horned-
cottle, pigs, und poultry of his landlovd. These we shot down
without merey, or drove before us fo our quarters. Thus we
obtained a tolerable load for our cnravan, which consisted of
flve or six carioles.

With this disreputable exploit, maranding ceased. A return-
ing sense of desency and nrder, emanating from ourselves, pro-
duced a species of contrition. It isasolemn truth, that we
plundered none, but those who were notoriously tories, and
then within the walls of Quebec. Tlie clergy, the nobles, and
the peasantry, were respected and protected, especially the
latter, with whom, to use a trite expression, we (raternized.
The minnteness of this desorlption of sceurrences, of a trivial,
yet isgraceful natore, is madle the more strongly to fmpress
vour minds, with the horrors attendant on efvi) wars. Th':
species of war, more than any other, not ondy alleats the great
and the wealthy, bat it intrudesitself into. and devastates the
cottnge. This the Awmerican people know, fromn the many wel-
ancholy scones, whicll succeeded the period spoken of.

Gracious nnd Almighty God! the shield and protector of the
good, as well as thou art tho secourge of the bose nnd wicked
nation, avert from my country, this the most terrible of thy
modes of temmporal vengeance.

December 15th.  In a short time, the rifle companies moved
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and occupied good quarters on the low grounds. near 3t.
Charles’ river, and abont two miles from Quebee.  Our cloth-
fng was stil} of the flimsy Kind. before noted, but our hearts
were light, cven to merriment. Indlvidually, from our own
funds, we supplied onrselves with arm-gloves, and renewerl
onrmoekasing  This was about the midedle of Decemher. Dur-
ing all this time, our daily duty was laborious in various
ways, and every other night, we mounted guard at St
Roque. A guard-bouse, ere this had been established at
this place, in a very large stonc-house, which, though strong.
heing exposed to the enemy’s fire, wassoon battered about
onv ears, the distance scarcety more than three hundred yvards.
That position was changed for one more secuve. A house,
which had Leen atevern, wasadopted initsstead. This house
was pecularly situated. It was comparatively small with the
former in its dimensions, but tha walls were strong, and the
ceilings bomb-proof. It stood under the bill, s00s to be out of
the range of the shot, from the ramnparts contiguous to Pelace
gate, which were clevated far above us. Simpson would say,
Jack, let us have a shot at those fellows. Even ut noon-Qay,
we would ereep along close to the houses, which ranged under
the hill, hut close in with it, till we cume within forty yards of
Palace-gate. Heve was o smith-shop, formed of Jogs, through
the crevices, of which, we woull fire, at an angle of 50, at the
sentries above us.  Many of them were Killad, and it was said,
several oficers. This was dishonorable war, though authorized
by the practices of those times. The distance from this guard-
house to Palace-gate, may be three hundred and fifty yards.
‘Ihe hill, at the back of the hounse, seemed to male an angle of
60 or 70 degrees. This activity continued from the walls of the
city, and avound it by the Lower town, (where it is greatest,)
for many iniles up the St. Lawrence and St. Cherles, and forms
the basis of Abraham’s Plains. It was about that time the
York artillerists, under captain Lamb, had constructed a Lat-
lery on the Plalns, at the distance of 600 or 700 yords from the
forvress. The enrth was too difficult for the intrenshing tools
to pierce, the oniy method left, was to raise a battery composel
of ice and snow. The suow was made jnto ice by the addition
of water. The worli was done in the night time. Pive ov six
nine-pounders, and a howitzer were placed in it;it was scarcely
completed, and our guns had opened on the city, bLefore jt
was piereed through and throagh, by the weightier metn) of
the enemy.  Several ljves weve lost on the first and second day.
Yeb the experiment was persisted in, till o single ball, piereing
the battery, killed and wounded three persons. In the qmar-
fers last mentioned, we enjoyed some pleasunt duys. The win-
ter in Cnnada, as with us, is the season of good huwmour and joy.
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December 18th, 19th. Upon o secesston from the out-pest,
ov other niilitary employments, we were agreeably veceived fn
the tarm houses around.  Our engagements near Palace gate,
still continued to Lie of the mrduous kind:  Qurnumbers heing
few, every second watch was performed by the sume persons,
who had made the goard the Just but ope.  Between the guard-
house, and the extrume end of the snburbs of §t. Roque, which
may be half a mile from the ramnparts, there was o rising
ground in the main street fairly in view of the enemy, and
whilst we relieved in daylight, was rvaked, even by grape shot.
Some good men were lost here. ‘This ¢ircumstance, changed
the thne of relief, to nine o'clock in the evening. The rifle-
men were principally employed as guarvds at this dangerout
station. It is bot fair and honest to relate to you, an ance-
dote concerning nyself, which will convey to your minds, some
naotion of that ailection, of the head or heavt, which the mili-
tury call o panic-terror  Belng one of the guurd and having
heen relieved as asentyry, about twelve or one o’clock al night,
upon returning to the guard-house, ia a dozing state; I cust
nyself on a bench, next the hack wall—young, my sleeps were
deep and heavy ; my youth obtained this grace from Sinpson,
the officer who comnmanded ; about three o'clock, I was youser
Ly a borrible noise. ‘The enemy, in casting their shells, usually
began in the cvening, and threw bhut a few, towards uorning,
they beenme more alevt.  Our station being out of sight, 1t wns
managed, as to throw the shells on the side of the hill, directly
back of us, so as they would trnndle down against the wall of
the guard-house. This hud frequent)y occurred before, butwat
not minded. A thirteen-inch shell. thus thrown, came timne-
diately opwosite tlie place, where my heoad lay; tobesure, the
three feet wall wus between us.  The bursting report was tre-
mendous. bub it was heard in a profonud sleep. Starting in-
stantly, though unconscious of the cause, and running proba-
bly fifty yards, through untrod snow, three feet deep, to a
coal honse, & pinee quite unknown to me befove: 1t was ten or
fifteen minutes before the extreme cold, yestored that kind of
sensibility, which enabled me to know my real sitnation. Know-
ing nothing of the cause, tlhie probable effeet nor anything of
tiie consequences, whicli miight follow from this involuntury
avertjon. it seemed to me to be a species of the panie, which
has been kpnown to affect whole armies. Tho circumstance
here relnted, caunsed alangh agninst me;: bui it was soop dis-
covered. that those of the soldiery, thongh wide awake, were
as mneh panje stricken as mysell. The Jangh rebounded upon
them. During this period, we had many bitter nights. To
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zive you some idea of & Canade wintor, allow me to relate an
occurrenca, whiel is literally genuine.

December 24th.  One night, at tha time of relief, o confiden-
tial pevson came from Colonel Arunold, accompanied by an Irish
gentleman, named Craig, directing the relieved gnard to escort
Nim to his own house, which stood between twenty and thirty
paccs from Palace-gate. Craig was o merchant of considerable
wealtgll, and what was more, an excedlent whig. He wos ex-
pelled from his habitation because of his whigism, and teok ye-
{oge in Arnold's guarters. Montgomery, by this time, hal fur-
nished us with personal elothing suitable to the climate. but
there were a thousand other things wanting for comfortable
accaramodatiou. Many of these dMr. Craig possessed, and Av-
nold's luxurious cupidity desired. Craig's house was an ex-
tonsive building. thvee stories high, witlt back buildings of an
vaqual height, ranaing far in the vear along the foot of the hill,
This Jast Lojlding consisted of stoves, whicl, as well as the
house, was of brick worl. \Ve came to the back part of the
house silently, and with the utmost caution. Mr. Craig. by a
slight knoek brought a trasty old negyo to the door, who was
the sole guardiun of the honse. The ohjects of Mr. Craig were
frying-pans, skillels, and o great vericty of other articles of
ironmongery, together with cloths, (lannels, Jinnens, &e. &c,
The porty with Craig entered the house. Asa nan of confi-
dence, and as a sentry, it becams my business to watch the
Pualace-gate. There was a ¢lear moonlight, but it was uxceed-
ingly bleak. Ny place of observation was under a brick arch,
over which were stores of M. Craig, perbaps less than eighty
feet from DPalace-gate. My gloves were gaod and well lined
with fur, and my niookasing of the best kind, well stufled.
Unseen—cootinually pacing tho width of ths arch: My com-
poaious sesmed to employ too much tfme. Some Frenchmen,
of Colonel Livingston's regiment, without our knowledgo, had
been below Palace-gote morauding. Repassing the house we
were at, like s0 many hell-hounds, they set up a yelling and
horrid din, which not only scaved our party, but alarmed the
garrison itsell. My eompanions in the house (apprehensive of
wsally from Palace-gate,) fled, carrging all they could. Though
I heard thonoise, the flight of my friends wos nnsecn, as thoy
emerged from the cellars  Tha noise and Lustle creafed by
the Canedinns ottracted the attention of the enemy. Lovge
and small shells were thrown in every dirveotion, wherever n
nofse was heavd in St. Roque. Havingon o fine white blanlket
cont, and turning my cap or “boonet rouge,” wside out, the
inside being white, 1nado e, as it were, invisible in the snow.
Under the orch the conversation of the sentries, as it wore,
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alimost over my head, was very distingnishable. In this cold
region, many reasons operate to induce the placing two kentrics
at the same post—they enliven each other by conversing, and
it prevents the fatal effects which follow from standing sti)l in
one position.  Pifteen minutes, ut this time, was the term of
the sentries, standing. The time of my standing under the
arch seemead to bo several hours, yet honor and duty required
persevernnce. At length, heing wearied out—going to the
baelk door of the house and knocking—no whisper could be
Leard within—the old negro wus sonndly asleep in his bomb-
proof shell. At this moment those Canadians ran past the
gateway agein, with their usnal noisy jabber; to e, inmy de-
serted state, it seemed a sudly of the eneiny. Theve wasno ont-
fet but by the way we came, which seemed hazardous. Runn-
ing gun in hand inte & Jarge enclosure, which was 2 garden of
WUr. Craig’s: here wus a new dilemma.  There was 1o eseape
but by returning to the honse or climbing u palisade twenty
feet Tigh.  The lntrer wis prefared ; but my rifle was left within
the enclosure, 0s no means eould bhe fallen upon to get it
over the stoekade. The guard-house was soon reached. One
of the sergeants kindly ratirned with me to assist in bringiag
over my gun. It was grasped [n extocy : Alas! the determina-
tion never to part with it again, but with life, was futile.
While in the enclosure, going from and returning to it, we were
assailed with grape-shot and shells, not by any means aimed
at us, for the enemy Knew not that we were there, but was in-
tended to disperse those vociferous and vile Cnnadians, and it
had the effect. ‘They were as cowardly as nolsy. The cohorn
shells were handsomely mannged.  They usually burstat fiftecn
or twenty feet from the carth, o as to seatter their destructive
effects more widely.  Again coming to the guard-house, my
immediata {riends all gone, I ran thenco to our quarters about
two miles, with great speed.  This was about three o'clock in
the morning. Coming to guarters, ny feet and hands were
numbed, withont ever having, Anring those many dreary hours,
heen sensible of tha cold. 1t was soon discovered thot they
were frozen. Pulling off my leggins, &e. and immerging my
feet and legs lmee doep in the snow at the coor, rubling
with my hands a few minutes, soon causerd a recirculation of
tho Liood; the hands were vestoved hy the aet. [ov fiftean.,
and even twenty yeawrs afterwards, the intolerable effests of
that night's frost were mosl sensibly felt. The soles of my
feet, particulurly, the prominencies, wore severcly [rostbitten
and much inflamed : 8o it wos ns to my hands.  But it was very
remarkable that these subseguent annual painings, uniformly
9—Vor. XV.
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atteelked e in the samae inonth of the yewr in which the cuuse
occurred.

On the night of the 20tk, or 21st of December, v snow-storm,
driving fiercely {rom the novth-cast, induced the noble Mont-
gomery, to order an attaek on the fortress. Our foree alto-
gether, did oot amonnt tomore than eleven hundred men, and
many of these, by contrivances of their own, weve in the hos-
pital, which, Ly this thne, was transferred to the nunvery.
The storm abated—the moon shone, wmul we retired to repose.
truly unwillingly.,  We had caught onr commaunder’s spirvit,
who was anxious, after the capture of Chamblee, S{. Johus,
and Moatreal, to add Quehec, as o prime trophy to the lauvels
oireadly won. Capbian Smith, the bend of onr mesy, as eap-
tain, had been invited to general Montgomery's couneil of uili-
cers, (none under that grade heing culled, ) like most of unin-
structed men, he was tatkative, and what is mueh worse in
military affairs, very communicative. T believe blnshing fol-
lowed the intelligence he gave me: the idea of hmpropriety of
conduet in him, deeply impressed my mind.  The whole plan
of the attack on the two following days, was known to the
yueanest man in thoe army.  How it was disclosed, is uncertain,
unless by the fatuity of tlhie captaing  One Singleton, a sex-
geant in the troops which accompunied dMontgomery, deserted
from the guard at the suburbs of St. John's, and disclosed to
our foes the purport of onr scheines; his desertion cansed much
anxiety. The generni prudentdy gave out that it was Ly ecom-
mand, he would yeturn »oon with intelligence.  This was De-
lieved generally. The latter information caume to my knowl-
edge some months afterwards, when a prisoner. The reltion
of Smith to me, is perfect on my memory. Youths seldon
forget thefr juvenile impressions. ¢ wux this: “That we, of
wArnald’s corps. accompunied by cuptain Lang's York artiller-
“juteshould nssail the lower town, on theside of St. Rogue: gen-
voral Montoinery was to attack the Inwer town by the way
“of cape Dinmond, which is on the margin of the St Lawrence.
A Tudse attick was to be mnade eastwardly of St. Johin's gate.
“When Montgomery wnd Arnold econjoined in the lower town.
*“then the priesks, the women and the children, were to be
“guihered and intermingled with the troops, and an assauit be
“made on the upper fown.”  Visionary as this mode of attaglk
wis, from what ensued, it issincerely uy belief that Siith wus
correct tn his information, s to the plan suggestad by the gen-
eral.  Inthose turbulent tites, man of galluntry, sneh as Mot
gomery, were hmperfously necessituted, to fieep up their own
fane aud fhe spiviks of the people, to propose and to hazard
neasures, even to the confines of hinprudence.  “There was
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another eireumstance which indneed onrbrave and worthy gen-
aral, to adopl nctive and dangerous meansn»f conguest.  dany
of the New-England troops had been engaged on very shout
canlistients, some of which were to axpire on the first of Jan-
uary, 1776 The patriotism ol the summer of seventy-five,
scewmad almost extingnished in the winter of seventy-six. The
patriotic offivers made every exertion to induce enlistmencs.
but to no purpose. We, of the “rifle corps,” readily nssented
to remuin with the general, though he should be deserted Ly
the castern men, yet this example had no manner of influence
nn the generality.  LThenajority were either farners or sailors,
and some hid wives and children at home.  These, and other
reasons, perhaps, the ansterity of the winter, and the harsh-
ness of the service, eaused an obstinacy of nind, which would
not sabmit fo patviotic representation.  Besidesthie smallpox,®
whieh hil Deen introduced mto our cantonments by the indee-
orons, yebt facinating arts of the cnemy, hadalready begun its
ruvages.  This temper of the mmen was well known to the gen-
eral.

It was not until the night of the thirty-first of December, one
thousand seven Jimndred and seventy-five, that such kind of
weather ensued s was considered favorable for the assault.
The forepart of the wight was adnneably enlightened by a lum-
inons mmoeon.  Alany of us, officers as well as privates. had dis-
persed in varions direetions among the farin and tippling housex
of thei vieinity., We well knew the signal for rallving.  This
was no other than o snow-stori.™ Abont 12 o'cloek P. M.
the heaven was overcast.  We repairerl fo quarters. By 2
o'cloek we were nceoutred and began onvmarch. The storm
was outriazeous, and the cold wind extremely biting.  1In this
northern eountry the snow is blown horizontally into the fices
of travellers on nost ocensions—this wus our case.

January 1st.  When we came to Craig's house, near Pulace-
gate, a horrible roar of cannon took place, and u ringing of all

W In relation to the small-pox, the circumstanco about to bo velatal
is most assuredly truo, sy it is known to e of my owu particnlar
knowledge, A number of women louded with the inlection of the
singll-pox, cune into our cantonments,

Lis the spring of the year 1776, onr army was reduced by decease of
men, or debilitation ot body, so that they could notact eftectivaly, and
in tho eyes of the world, a disreputnblo retreat took place, whiceh it
wus not then quite prudenttoexplain.  Nowitmay be safely asserted,
that great mwnbers of the soldiers inoculated themsal ves for thesmall-
pox, by laceration under the finger nails, by meansof pinsorncedles,
oithor to obtain un wvoidance of duty, or to get over that hornble dis-
orderin un cusy and specdy way.
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now we were unprotected by any Luaitdivgs. The five had slaek-
ened in a sinall degree. The enenmy had been partly culled off
to resist the general, und strengthen the party opposed to
Arnold inour front. Now we saw colonel Avnold returrang,
wounded in the leg, und supported by two gentlemen, a pur-
sor Spring was one, and in iy beliet, a 3My. Ogden, the othev
Arnold colled to the troops, In n cheering voice, na we passed,
urging us forward, yet it was observable winong the soldiery,
with whomn it was my misfortune to Le now placed, that the
colonel’s retiving dminped their spirits. A cant term “Wu
are sold,” was repeatedly heard in many parts throughout the
line. Thus proceeding enfiladed Hy an animated but lessened
fire, we came to the first barrier, where Araold had Leen
wounded in the onset. This contest had lasted, hut a few
minutes, and was somewhat severe, but the crergy of our men
prevailed. The eciabrusures were entered when the easmy
were discharging their guns.  The guard, consisting of thirty
persons, were -¢ither taken or fled, leaving theitv avins hehind
them. At this time, it was discovered that our guns were use-
less, Leeause of the dampness.  The snow, which lodged in oux
fleecy coats, was melted, by the warmth of our bodies. Thence
came that disaster. Many of the purty, knowing the circum-
stance. threw aside thefrr own, and seized the British arins
These were not only elegant, but were such, as vefitted the
hand of a real soldier. Tt was said, that ten thousuad stand
of such armns, had been reecived firom England, 1 the previoug
summer for wrming the Canadian nilitin.  Those people
were loath to benr them in opposition to our mgnt:. From
the first barrier to the secondd, there wasa circular course nlong
the sides of houses, and partly through a street, probably of
three hundreds yurds, ov more., This second Dbarrier, was
erected noross, andd near the suouth of w narrow street, ndjucent
to the foot of the hill, which opened inton lurger,leading soon
into the main body of the lower town. Here it was, that the
most serious contention took place: this becune thie bane af”
strife.  The whnirable Montgowmery, by this tine, though it
wis unknown fo us,) was Do 1nore; vet, we expected momnent-
arily, to join him. The firing on that side of the fortress ceased,
his division fell under the commnnd af a colonel Campbetl, af
the New-Yorlk line, a worthless chief, who retreated, withoai
mnking an elfort, in pursuance of the general’s original plans.
The inevitable consequence, was, that the whole of ¢he forees
on that side of the city, and those, who were opposed to the
dastardly persons employed to make the fulse attacks, cimbodied
and eame down fo oppose o division.  klere was sharp-shoot-
ing.  We were on the disadvantuszeony side of the barvier, for
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snoh a purpose.  Confimed in anarrow street, hardly more than
tweaty feet wide, and on the lower ground, scareely i ball,
well pimed or otherwise, Lut imust tule effect upon us. dor-
gan, Hendrieks, Steele, Huiuphreys, and a crowd of every class
of the army, had gathered into the narrow pass, attempting
to surmount the barrier, which was about twelve or more feert
high, and so strongly constructed, that nothing but artillery,
could effectuate its destruction. There was o constraction, fif-
teen or twenty yards, within the barrier, npon a vising ground,
the cannon of whicl, mueh overtopped the height of tha bar-
rier, hence, we were assailed. Dy grape shot in abundance—
This evection we called the platform.  Again, within the bar-
rier, and close in to it, were two ranges of jnusketeers, armed
with inuskets and bayonet, ready o receive those, who might
venture the dangerous deap. Add tonll this, that the enemy
oceupied the upper chambers of the howvsey, in the interior of
the barrier, on hoth sides of the strest. from the windows of
which, we becawe fuir marks. The enemy, having the advan-
tnge of the ground in {yont, n vast superiority nf nunibers, dry
anrl hetter arms, gave them an ivresistible power, in so nar-
vow v space.  Humphvey's upon womound, whiclh was speedily
erecred, attended Ly many brave men, attempted to scale the
bavrier, hut was comnpelled to retreat, by the forwidable pha-
Inux of bayonets within, and the weight of fire, from the plas-
form and the Luildings. Movgan, brave to temerity. stormed
anel raged, Hendricks, Steele, Nichols, Mmnphrevs, equally
brave, were sedate, though under a tremendous re. The
platform, which wus within onr view, was evacvaied Dy the
accuracy of our fire, and few persons, dared venture there
again.  Now {¢ was, that the necessff,y of the oceupancy of the
houses, on our side of the barrier, beeame apparent. Orders
were given by Movgan, to that effect—We entered—this wius
near davlight. The honses were a shelter, fromn whicl, we
could fire with mueh accurney. Yet, even here, sonme valuable
liveswereJost.  Hendrioks, when afming bis rvifle nt some prom-
inent person, died by astraggling ball, throvgh his henrt. He
staggered n few feet Laclkwards, and fell upoa a bed, where he
instantly expived. We wns an ornament of onr little society.
The amiable Humphreys died by a like kind of wound, hut it
wos in the street, hefore we entered the buildings Many
other brave men fell nt this place, among these werelieutenant
Conper, of Connecticut, and perhaps fifty or sixty noncomms.
sioned afficers, and privates. The wounded, were numerous
and anany of themm dangeronsly so. Captain Lamb, of the
Yark artillevists, had nearly one half of his (nee carried away,
DY sUgmpe or canister shot. My fricndl Steele, lost threo of



his fingers, as he was presenting his gun to fire; captain Hub-
bard and lievtenant Fisdle, were also nmong the wounde.
When we reflect upon the whole of the dangers at this burrieado
nnil the formdable forece, that cane to “annoy us, it is a mat.
“Ler of surprise, that so many should escape death nnd wound-
ing, as did." Al hope of suceess, having vanished, n retrent
wak contemplated, hut hesitation, uncertuinty, and a lussitude
of mind, which generally takes place, in the afairs of men,
when we fuil in n project, upon which, we have nttached much
expectation, now followed. That moment was foolishiy lost,
when such aonovement might have been iads with tolerable
suceess.  Captain Laws, at the head of two huadred men, is-
sing from Pulnece-gate. most fairly and bandsomely cooped us
up. Many of the men, uware of the consequences, and all our
Indians and Canadians, (except Natanis and another,) escaped
teross the jee, whieh envered the bay of St Charles, Lefore
the arrival of eaptain Laws  This was o dangerous and desper-
nte wdventure, but worth while the undertaking, in avoidance
of our subsequent sufTerings. Its desperateness, consisted in
running two iniles across shoal ice, thrown up Ly the high
tides of this lntitude—and its danger, in the meeting with air
lioles, deceptively covered by the lied of snow,

Speaking civemmspeetly, yet it mast be ndinitted conject-
uritdly, it seems to me, that in the whole of the atluck, of com-
wissioned cMeers, wa had six killed, Ove wounded, and of non-
commissioned and privates, at lenst one handred and fifty
killed, and fifty or sixty wounded. Of the enemy, many wera
killed and wany niore wounded, compnratively, than on our
side, taking inte view the disadvantages we laboured under;
and that but two occasions happened when we could return
theiv fire, that is, at tha first and second bavriers. Neither the
Armerican account of this alfair, as published by congress, nor
that of siv Guy Carleton, adimmit the loss of either side to ba
so great s it really was, in iy estimation. It seems to bean
universel practice among belligerants of all nations, to lessen
tho number of £he sluin of the side of the party whieli veports
the event, and to increase it on the part of the snemy. Hav-
ing had pretty good opportunities of forming a just opinion
on the subject, it is hoped that gentlemen whe have thought
ov written differently, will not disduin to listen to wmv argi-
ment. As to the British; on tha platform they were fuir ob-
jeets to us. They wers soon driven theneo by the neuteness of
or shooting, which In onr apprehension must hnve destroyed
many. Derhapa there never was a body of men nssociated,

1 See general Nichol's latter.
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who better understoud the use and wanner of employing z
rifle, than our corps: which by ths thme of the atraclk, had
their guns in goad order. When we took possession of the
louses, wo had a greater range. Our opportunities to kill,
weve enlarged.  Within one hundred yards, every inan must
die. The British, however, were at home—they could casily
drag their dead out of sight, and bear their wounded to the
hospital. It was the reverse with us. Captain Prentigs, who
commanded the provost guards, would tell me of seven or eight
killed, and fifteen or twenty wounded. Opposed to this, the
sentries, (who were generally Ixishimen, that goarded ns with
much simplicivy, if not honesty.) frequently ndwmitted of torty
or fifty killed, and many more wounded. Thelitter assertions
accorded with my opinion. The reasons for this belief ave
these: When the dead. on the (ollowing days, weres transported
on the carvioles, passed our habitation for deposition in the
“dead house,” we observed many bodies, of which none of ut
had any knowledge: end again, when our wounded were ve-
turned to us from the hospital, they uniformly spoke of being
surrounded there, in its many chambers, by many of the
wounded of the enemy. To the great honor of general Carle.
ton, they were all, whether {riends or enemies, treated with
like attention and humenity. The reasop why the wounded of
our side bore so small & proportion to the <ead, seerns to be
this: In the long course we van {rom Palice-gate to the first
barrier, we lost muny wen who were killed outright, but many
more died, who were merely wounded, yet in such a manner,
us in g milder region, to make the ease a curable one. A blow
from a bull so large as that of . nugket, staggers aman,
whether the wound be in the arm, leg or, elsewhere;if in stag.
gering, be falls, he comes down into a deep bed of snow, from
which a hale man finds it very dilicnlt, to extricate himself.
Five or ten minutes stroggling in sneh u bed, benuninbs the
atrongest wman, us frequent exvericnca has tuoght me; if the
party be wounded, though but slightly. twenty or thirty wmin-
utes witl kill him, not. becanse of the severity of the woimd,
buc by the intensity of the frost. These nre iy opinions;
grounded on a tolerably distinet and accurate knowledge of
particular cnses, whish ocourred in the first part of the attnck,
and o variely of information obtained afterwards from n(li-
viduu! sufferers, who were persons of eredibility, rescued from
death by the humnne ativity of governov Carleton. Abont 9
o'cloek, A W. it was apparent to all of us, that we st su-
render. It was done.  On this oceasion, my friend generut i
Niehols, by his own native spivit, persevernunce and determined
Lravery, obtained an honorable distinction, wid weknowledg-
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ment from a brave and distinguished enemy. 1t enhances his
muerit, wiel tho boon, (when we reflect thur that ¢namy was no
otlier than general Carvleton,) an ovmunent, suol us woulld
grived any nation, whether in the worst or best of tiises  Some
privates came to lleutennunt Nichols, and demanded his sword ;
the requisition was perginptorily deuied, thougiv there was
great visk tu fhe refusnd. He vetniaed his sword, tl meeting
with enplain Endesly of the enemny, fo whom it was suriend-
ered ; but with the exaetion of a proniise that it should be ve-
turned when he, the captive, shonldbe released.  In the August
following, before onr emburkation tor New-York, captain En-
desly wiited on lieatenant Nichols, and in the presenceof all the
Aomneriean officers, re-dolivered thesword, under the assurance,
that it wus by the permission and canmaml of general Curle-
ton. This trait in the character of Cnrleton, adds to the ce-
lebrity of lusderivation, und mnanner of thinking, and casts,
into ndark ground, the chavacters of niost of the prineipal
Byitish oMeers, pirticulnrly the Scoteh, who had mueh in-
fluence in those days, and bore towards us an intewperate
Trntred,

The commnissioned officars, and soine of the cadets, werae con-
ducted Lo the seminary, o vespectable building. It beeame
my lot, in one way ov other, to be lost in the crowd, and
to Le associated with the non-cormmissioned officers, in tha
company of some of whom, ardent wnd perilous duties had
heen unidergone. ‘These men are by nonewns to be lessened
in charncter, by contrasting then with the levies imade in Buo-
rope. or those madesinee that time in earown conntry.  Meny
of our sergeants, and even of our privates, were, with good
eduecations, snbstantial freeholders, i gurown country.  Upen
n Tormer oceasion, you were told the story of the respectuble
Dixon. He possessed, (if sordid wealth makes the man,)
twefold the riches of his caprain; and il it be permitted me to
decide upon the characters of men, five-fold his understunding,
activity and spirit. Awiable Dixon! Many of fhese men, in
the progress of the bloody seenes which ensued, beennie propy
of our gloricus eause, in defence of onr sacred liberties Al
conld banamed. Let a few suffice. Thomas Bowd, so often
spoken of in the wilderness for his good homor, his netivity
and the intensity of his suilerings, struggled gloriously for his
life ns o saptain, and died a dreadful death by the hands of
the savages in 1770, in the expedition conducted hy general
Sullivan aguinst the Six-nation indians.*  Chavles Porterfleld,

#Pho death of my Triand Enyd,wu;l; measathunderbolt; painfnlin
an exeessive degree s wany o tear s since been shecd to his wnanes
In the autumn of 1779, e comunanded : compauy ol xific-men, of tho
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who lost his Jife in the battle of Camden, when in the station
of weolonel.  Josepl Aston, of Lumis’s, who served his country
thronghout the war, und was promotwl to o tujority. Doctor
TThomas Gibson, of Hendriaks' who died tn the perfortance
of his duty, abthe Valley l'orge, in the winfer of 1776. Lohert
Cunningliam, a wenlthy frecholder of Smith's, who here im-

first Pennsylvania regiment. Wheo Suatlivan had penctented into tho
Seneaconutry, in thoneighborhand of theGonessesriver. Boyd, asmy
information is froin various gentlewen, was ordered with a hand of
twenty choleo men,before daylight to make un excursion townrds an
Indian village, on the river Genessee, (which tlows novth into lake On.
tario,) at a distance ol sightimiles, for the purpoeso of muking discover-
ies.  In hisroturn, avriving at a rising ground, akuoll, he heard a vust-
ling of the eaves in histront:nn enemy wassuspeetod; hagatbered his
menuaronndhim, each tuking his tece. ‘The enemy was sightiess to Boyd
and bis party, yet tho approach around hiim was sensible toevery one,
Boyd not kuowing the number of hiis asssailants, it is said, cansidered
them as a smali body ofobservation. ‘This party ot Indians, probably
one thousand, encompassed Boyd and Lls wmen, gradually: adefeuce
worthy of the characler of Boyd taok place. Eveory man e hud was
Killed, excopt three, who hroke through the Indians, and Dbrought
the doleful tidings to our camp. Loyd was taken, and carried alive,
to the Tndinn-town, whera hie was tortured after their savage custom,
and his hady wangled in tho most harvidmanaer.  Genoral Slimpson,
who wasg then with the nrony, assures nie, that oo the following day,
when the troops ved at the town, in the wigwams, they found a
nuniber of fresh sealps stretched in tha naual smanner on sinll hoops,
and painted.  Tho hend of Boyd Yuy in ono of tha cabins, newly dis-
savesed.  JIis sealp was st inoist and baopad and painted. Simipson
Iknew it by its long brown and silky hahe:it is now preservad asa relic
ofouviviend. An officer, (caplain A. Henderson,) lately, in describing
thsunognal, but ardaous fighty, upon tbe part of Boyd, told mna, ¢ that
the limayof thedead mop, in oany instances, wero fast clogad upon the
hair of Indiang.” ’

Lo give you x more perfect idea of the hrutality of savage tortuo, and
of heart-rending sensations. 1 can do no better than to lny before
you, tho latter of the honorable ‘Thomas Cammpbell, of the senite, who
Limself hashoen a martyr ju onr eauso. ko saw the corpse ol theun-
fortunate Loy on the following day, and interved it.  Since Lho death
of coloncl Crawford we know nothing liko the present nartyrdom, in
the cunse of liberty ; and it i to bo hoped, feom the prudence and
strengih of thoe federal government, nothing of tho Rind will again oc-
curin our future wars with the aborigines of our.conntry,

HSENATE CHAMURR, LANCASTER
January 30k, 1809,
“8IR,
“Captain lioutenant ‘Thomas Boyd, belonging to tho riftemen of
“tho stato of Penngyivan, was most intunanly iurdered by tho
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bibed tha seeds of that disorder, which, at too exrly an age, hurri-
ed hiw tothe grave. He wus a younger brother of that excellent
citlzen, and frequent representative of the people of the county
of Luncuster, James Cunninghium.  Iu short. many others
might be mentioned in the general, us worthy and well in-
formed as their superioss, without, in anywise, imputiog to the
lutter, in so saying, the slightest degree ol disparugement. This
will alwiys be the case, when the great Lody of w nation rises
inits strength to defend itsrights. Those who understand the

“Indigns. s death occurred on the 13th duy of September, 1779, at
“1he Genosses Castle, ou general Sullivan’s oxpedition to the nortb-
“avestward, against the Six-nation Indians.

4 ¥e wassont on tho night of the 12th of September, from tho camp,
‘‘noara lako called “Conesug, ' with u party ofmeun, consisting of twenty
‘tsoldiers, fivo voluntgers and an Indian chial, nomed Havn-Jost, be-
‘“longing 1o thu Oueida nation: in all twenty-seven in numbder.
“Thoey were sent hy general Sullivan, to reconnaitre an Indjan-town
“snpposed to Lo about six miles distant from the camp. On the
‘““morming of the 12th of Sopterbaer, the army ook up the line of
"Onareh betore suirse, but narching a shor distance, was obliged to
“Jaalt, Ll the pioneers mado o bridge over u morass, otherwise the
“eannon could vot have been Lrought up. Tho town that ciptain
" Boyd was taken (o, was evacuatel by all except two Indians, oue
“was on horseback, the othor was leading a cow.  James Elliot and
“Tinolhy Muvrphy were sent £6 stop thowm, tbey hoth discharged their
tguns at the sime tima, the one thatled the cow waskilled, the othoer
‘“though scverely wonnded escaped.  Boyd relnrning stowly, ex-
‘pecting tomect thoarmy saw an Indian start npand run ofl. It was
“with great difficulty, that Boyd stopt the men from pursait, at the
craquest of Hup-Tost, who sard tho Todinn was only *« riuuner)'” sent
o draw them into an mnbuscadoe.  Jighteen ol tha soldiers weve
“killed, aml Han-Jost the Oneida cliief; was made a greater sacrifice,
“than any of the whito nien, who o1l or wera talken at thut place.

“Captain Boyd und Michael Parker wore mado prisoners, and mlien
‘1o tho Genesseo Castle, and there most inhumanly murdored.
“Royd’s hend was taken®off and totally skinned, his right eye
“was aken ouf, ay also his tongue, s right fool, from the ball
“of the heel to tho toes, was laid apen as if with a knife. IHo
“wnas ¢k open across the bottom of his Lolly, and liis bowels wero
¢ ker out, and u very long knife, was sticking in betwoen his shoul-
ders, doscending to tho vitdl parts.  This seems to have boen tha
“eoup doe grace.

“General Siimpson and myself, weroe sent to sco the corpse of Boyd
“juterred. I sproml u Dinnkel on tho ground beslde him, we then
cturncd the corpse over on ik, X took the head of tha deceased, and
“putitas neay tho neek as possible. I procured aneedic and thread
“from ono of the taylors, and sewed the corpse up us wall as I could.
fAs to the bead of Michael Paurker, it could not be found. All tho
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point in question, in a national dispute, and are most strongly
iinpressed with its importunee, will be the first to wrmn.  Lhis
has heen, and ever will be, the dispositions of men in ul) ages
pust or to come, whenever their privileges areinvaded. Oflices
of prine importance, cannot be obtuined by all.  Men of tal-
ents, of genius and courage juust stepintosubordinate stitions.
Bocrates, Alejbiwdes and Demosthaenes, fought in the ranks.

God in his great goodness grant, in the future viclssitudes of
the world, thut our countrymen, whenever their essential
rights shall be attacked, will divest themselves of all party pre-
judice, and devote their lives and properties in defence of the
saured liberties of their country, without any view to emoln-
ment, but that which springs from glorious and honerable ae-
tions.  Pardon me for frequent digression, npon this subject
particularly, as my whole soul was boun:l up in our anuse, vou
must forgive ne.  The real npology is, we were, all of us, en-
thusiastic whigs.

When under guard, in the morning of the first of January,
colonel M'Dougul, n Scoteh gentlernen, near noon, cawe to
review us: his person was known to e at Detroit, us an in-
timate of an uncle, three years before this timme. The colonel
was nutarally polite and Kind-hearted. When it cnmne to my turn

““flesh was cat oul, fromn his shoulders downward, and otherwise his
‘“body was mast inhuwmanly mangled.
‘" Weinterred the corpses of hoth, near tha Gonessee Castle, In sopa-
‘rate graves, on the 14th day of Saptamber, 1770
“[ am Sir,
“Your humble servant
“THOMAS GAMPBELI.
v Latc et captrin of the fonrih
" Pennsylve. veyimend,
“Tornr Hox. Jomw Jos. Hexny.”

Though wao have uo account from au eye witness, of the barbarous
ranoer in which captain Boyd wus tortured yet we niny conceivo froim
tho apperranco of his body, that the mostiftalizoant and hellish pains,
wern axercised upon it The being embowelled, conveys an idea of
alnown mode of Tndian torment : the fixing an eod ot the entrails Lo
the stako, und compalling tho prisoncr by fire und blows, to run till
tho conglomerated mass is expanded.  Upon the subject of these toy-
tures, look at Doctor Coldon's History of tho Mehawks, and Judge
Smith's Mistory of New-York.

Colonel Cambell is ol opimon, that the wound along the solo of
captain Boyd's fool, was made beforotho suviges brought him Lo theiy
(Custle) or viliuge. [1is reason is, that the wannd was fillad with bits
of rotten Lranches of wood, and small pieces of lenves. The cnnjec-
tire may be true, as Indian punlfsiitnent, at s acuig, is to givo the
greatest degree ol paiun.,
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ta be examined, as to name, place of birth, &c. hesides waking
the propar answers to his inquiries, I was emboldened to de-
clare, thuat he was known tome.  He seemned surprised, hut nob
displeased 1w veruest was immediately added, " that he would
Y order o to be tiansfarred to the guarters of the officers”
* Mo, my dear hoy, il Jre,” you had Letter remain where you
“are; the ofiicers, ns You arve in rebellion, msy hesent to Eng-
“land, and there be rried for treason.™ The advice of this ven-
erable veteran, imle an impression on my mind, which was
then agitated by a thousand vagrant thoughts, and involved
in doubt and uncertainty as to our destinution, We then well
knew of the vevage of colonel Etban Allen o England, and
the manner of it;* and that of (Geerge Merchant, our fellow

#0f tha trentment of Ethan Allen, attho tine spoken of, we knew
notbing but from report, which wo tbea thought well grounded, and
the trath of which, at this day, there is no reason to doubl. He wasa
man ol mueh peculiarity of charaoter. Largo, powerful et body, a most
farocious tempey, (fearing veither God nor man,) of A most daving
courage, nntl a pertinueity of disposition, W bieh was unconguernble,
nnd very ustonishing in all bis undertakings : withal he hind theartof
mukipg himsell heloved, and ravared by nil hisfollowers.  When bo
woa taken in tha fslaofl Montraal, in 1775, the gorernment fovnd it nee-
essary to confine bim b A cuge, as ono would awild beast, and (Lns
aboard suip, lie was transported to Quebee.  What Iils treatuient was
during this voyago ty England Is aulknowa ta me.

‘This Lowever, §s known, thas for many yoars, howas 2 prisoner in
England, returning from his captivity to America, e brought wish
him o munuseript, whieh lie afterwards antitiecl * Tha Oracle of Rea-
son. My heloved children, it is the firthest from my thougrht, to
confing your knowledge tonnrrow pounds; when you dipinto serip-
twnl histery, cip deep, do notsi:hn thesurface of tho subjcol, as wany
fools hinve donool Into days. Upon i thavough inquiry, your Liearts
will bo nirimntudt by neonviction, Uhat thara eama o Saviour to redeam
you fram etornal perdition, ond to provide for you, al erernsl salva-
tion and sinte of happiness.

“Thot book was inost certainly tho compasition of Bihan Allen. Ho
wns very illiterale ; ho did not kuow tho orthography of aur lingnage.
Tha oxtent of hislearning, probably bouuded by gonme historie chroni-
clos, anit n foxv othor books of 11ttlo acecount, id nol go beyond the
seripturey. ‘The gentleman, who gavo mo the nbosé inforination, was
an olagant scholar, bred at Harvard college. Going to Now-York, in
tho summer of 1786, i friend feom more curiosily, requested uio to
purchase tho book for hint Being dataiped ot New-York six weeks
by Lusinoess, T (tequently looked into tho detestable volume, ‘Che
argument, it so dladbelica work, ean Do said to contaln argumaont, was
in genaral wrrango, and conducted in ths sanee manner as the “Ago of
Reason,” bnt in a conrser, ind yotamoreenergenic language, thon thot
of thy lutler work. On my return to Philadelphia, ju o conversation
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soldier, but Hhe consenuences were nnknown. It beecame my
detennination to take the fulherly idvics of colonel Al'Dougul,
for it was really delivarail in the parental style, and to ndhere
toit. Hebroughtoneof hissons, whon I had formerly known,
1o see me on the following 1ay. About mid-<lny we were es-

with the Vermontase gentléman, wha was still there, Gthan Atlen's
blble," became n topic of discourso. Hagaveme thixcuricusanecdolc,
which Lo avareed upon his hovor {0 Le true. A young pontlemun,
eithers scholar of IMarvard or Yalecollege bind comeinte Vecmont,and
there tauglitasciigol. Alleo labored under the wantof au amanuensis
and trunscriber, ot knowledze and learning. The sclolac lo increasa
Liss cenolumenty, hecame such.  Allen attended bim dally, standiog
stailin hand, ut the back ol the youny man's cbalr. “&ir" he would
say to Allew “ihis worl is mispelled," * Amand it;" Again * this word
is inisplaced, tho sense is incoreeet, &2 Allen, wliowas inest prolans,
would sweay (somnetiines raislng Lis stal) “By G # “ siv, you sball
{nsertil; you shull nataiter iL." Tbustho “Oraclo of Reuson,” cuina
inito Lo warldl ; wlhilch, of all books, is the most bluntly vicious, as re.
gards tho well-baing ot sociely ; tho salvation of souis; and the liap-
piness ol those, who haca fuith in tha redemption, by tho bleod of onr
Saviour. Dut that which is very remarkable, is, that lonz after the
publication of Alleu's book, which bad fallen iuto ollivien, aven
wilh its readers, that vilo reprobate, 'fhomas Paine, loatad with every
crime, which staing and disbonovs the eliristian and tha gentenien,
(i addition 1o huiy shameiol practices in life, Paine, s an author, sy
peradded plogineisms,) flcled frem Ethan Allen, the great body ar
his deistieal and atheistien) opiviovy, whiclh from tho timo of Celsns,
down 10 ihe pge of Chnob, Tindal nud otbers, havo been 8o ofien vo-
futed Ly men, ol the utmost raspzetahility of character and fama.
When wao reflect upou the vicissitnces of this world, its immanse rov.
olutions in wmporal affalrs, the awful persecotions, whbich occuren in
early times, Ltha collisions of opinion and party rago, in the srijele of
religlous beliuf; and tha vast body of martyrs, who devoted their
lvesin suppost of thaiy feith, we smnst beieve, that there is somothing
moro than ordinary ; something really Divino in the system of auy
voligion. springiog from God himself In (ha lust npes, wo know or
ulany ol both sexes, of the sonndast and best instructed minds, whons
itis almost niedless Lo nuno, unlessit bhe nerely for tho pucpese af
opposing their virtues and ehavasters, to persons of a different modo
oltbinking  Allef {hew possessed u firm and solid eradence, n tho
celostinl ovigio of our Loly-fuith, and 80mo of them sealed thoiy creal
with their bleod.  Wbaen sueh men aufer because of Principle, some
roliance slxenjld e plnced on thelr good sengo angd knowledge. The
terrusenthusiasm and modness, havo bean Loo often coupled , as con-
voying thosume idea: Genrge Fox, eaplain Meade, and Williaay Penan

bave boeen called entbnsinstiec madmen, hit wo now koow, that l.hn;r
acted throngh tho conrse of the roligions ypurts of Leir lives, from
agonvietion of the principies of tha Bospel, balng gonnine and abag-
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sorted ton ruinens monuwstery of the order of 8¢ Franeis, enlled
the Regaliors. Ibtwas un fimense quadrangulur building.
contoining, within (ts interior hounds, hatf un acre or more, of
o area, which seemed 1o be Jike ivgarden or shrabbery, The
monks, priests or what not, who inhabited the howse, must
lutely trne.  Howaver, an this subjeer, bnta few names necd be re-
pested 1o convey Lo your ininds its importanee wind soleinnity, My
of the greatest e, as it eoncernd worldly things, ware ehristians.
John JMuss, Jeromo of Prague, Martln Twther, John Calvin, Cranmer,
Ilooker, ‘Tillotson, of theclergy ; of the luity, Sir'I'homas Moore, Sir
Mutthew Hale, Spaugenberg, Mestehn, Jeoseph Addison, Richard
Steele, Tord Manry Littloton, Seame Jenyns, and thousand of others,
ull men of profaund leamning, have testified by theiv lives and writ-
ings, a reliancoon the merits of the redewption by the blood of Clrist
Jagus, But when we find thoso men, supported nid re-inforeed, hy
two of Lhe strongest ininded man, thatever lived ; Siv Tsaac Newton
and John Loacke, who et doubt? When we contrast their opinions
wilh those of Liohbs, Chubl, HanrySr John, Volwire, J. J. Rousseau,
Beringer, the great Fredericl of Prussia, or My, Gibbon, how deeply
do tho last not sink, by the weight of reason aud argumant? Allen
and Paine, are paltry wreetelies, inere seribblers, I classea witle the
men lastnumed.  These were beautiful writers, whnso language fas-
cinates, Lt corrupts the youthful mind, theso ava dnll pledders, whe
know not tho principles ot thair mother tangue; bat 3t 18 pevhaps
from tho circumstunce of illiteralaness, (bl Allen and Paine, bave
wttacked chmstianity in se gross and Jndecorous n jnanner.  The
wanfae Paine, when confined in tho prisen, Cooeiergerie, b Paris,
seems to boust *“ that o keptne Bilble” This may bo true, But the
expression shows, that bis proper place justead ol a conimon jnily
shonla huvo been a mad-house.

[t shews liowever, n vanity of mind boyond tho bearing of men of
undeistanding. Inteed ho was inflated by nsupeccilions pride, and
an imaginary importanae, which mado his segiery nodesivatlo. He
wns one of that class of men, who with asmull spico of learuing, iu
company, domincored usil ho had been wJolinson. e was almost
unbearable (o many men, who patrounized L, beeause of the goord
offect of hig works during the revelution. To glve yoiulew instunces:
tho Jate David Rittenliouse, Esq., oue of tho most amiable, most in-
genigus nud best of men, trensurey ol the state, Genrgu Reyvan, sq.,
tha vice-presidont of Lho council, wman of great yeading and much
pood sansg, Jonathin Sergeant, tho attarney general of Pannaylva-
pin, whoso orutoritil powers, conkl scarcely he suvpassed, and your
grand-father, nnd wany other geutleneu of chavacter, during the
cotrsa of the yeurs '77, 78wl 79, wero in babits ol intimacy
witls i, Lat his doganmtic disposition and ohstinacy of mind, fre-
guently caused great disgust. Agnin, ¢olonel Samuel John Actleo, an
axcellent patriot, and nvan of note winong us, both i the wmilitary
and clvil capacities of acivzen, gve this unecdolo to g, & faw months
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have been few in number, as {or my part, not move than hall
udozen of Uistinct frees, came into my view while we stuid heye.
We entered by the ground tloor (that is by the cellar,) the build-
ing on thatside Leing built on the declination of the hill, which
in this part of the city is very uneven, Theapartinents on our

afler tho occarrence happened. Thbough all the gentlemen present,
approved ol the writings ot Paino, as they concerned our politieat
stac, tor they were all of tham Lo a man, good whigs, yet they ab-
horred bivi, because of bis personal abecrations from virtue, and the
deconcits of social Jife. A Mr. Meeso of Philadelphia, who was
olotbier-general, had invited a number of gontlemen of tho aviny,
then in tho city, 1o dino with him,  Among whom wevo colonal Atl-
lee, colanel Fraucls Johinson, goaeral Niohols, and tnaoy members of
tho lagislature of whom thero was Matthiag Slough of Lancaster
You may readily suppose, that the excellent wino of Mr. Mecso, ex-
bilerated tho company. When returning to thetr Jodgings, colone)
Atties observed Paino coming towards themn down Markatb-strect
‘Theta comes “ Common Sense,”’ says Atiiee ta tho company. ‘‘Dumnp
bim, says Slough, T ahal) cominon seaso him.” As houpproached the
party, they took thie wall. Mr. Slough tripped him, and threw him
on his hack into a gutter, which at that time, was vory offonsive and
Ay,

This is told, to communicate a trait o you, In tha character af Thomas
Paine, wbo did sowe good, but a vast deal of Lurm to mankind, “that
tha vory people who were most benefitted Ly his lterary Jabours,
hated bin.”” 'Tho company 1 have spolien of, were all men of ermi-
nenco iu tho state ; men who staked their «hl, on the issuo of thareva.
lution.  Tho writings of Puino as coucerns wy, are many ol thamn
handsomely worded, have pith aiml inteh strangth ol argument, and
aro in generul correct, yot his domostic lifeand TANNGTS, WEreso very
ineorvect, that 2 disgust, Which way perbaps right, destroyed every
favornblo porsonal focling townrds hivi, iy indelicacy was intoler-
able. Mis numbers ot Commeon Senso, tho Crisis, and some nthey of
his fugitivo pieces, every American who recollects those “trying
toes,” must ackoowlodgo Lo have been oxtromely boncficinl to onr
cpse, Thiy has often beon adinitted by our goperals Wasbington,
Gnees, Groene, ¢ but o was componsated, and had thosecretaryship
fov forcigi atlairs. Like rll men of Lad priaciples, ha botrayoed his
brust, andl o virtuous Congress displuced i, you tha different statas
noro than remunerated L for all his writings. '

Saitss, that that man, whownswithout virtue, a distorberof socjety,
an il husband, an unworthy citizen, cloaked by every vica, would
now by ls “Age of Roason,” whicl Jio stola from thaignorant Etuga
Allen, who was ns iniguitons ns himsolf, destroy tho peace of wing
and il the the hopa of bappiness in futarity, of those who relyon the
rodeuiption of theiv souls, by the blood of Chvist; and that, withoul sub-
sf.iLuLivng oroven Suggesiing, auy other manner of fuith, tending o quiot
tho mindsot sinnera. I know TPamo wall, and Lhat personelly, for lio
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right, ns we entered, seemed tn be filled with governmental
stores, and of provisions of ell kinds They made us ascend
o furge stajrcase into un upper stovy, whera we wers compli-
mented with two sides, or rather o part of each of the sides of
the gnatlrangle. The whole buildieg would have accomnio-

lodged $n tho house of my father, during the time that goneral Howe
and Clivton, were in Philadelpliia  Eis host often ragratied tho cp-
tertuinment he gave him.  Iis manners weye in oppogition and hostilo
to tho ohsarvaoces of tho proprieties and due ordinances of social life.
Mony whoapproved of his politicul writings, abominated his detesta-
blo motlo of livieg nnd scting.

[T am justfied in nsjog these expressions, by an oeciursnco in 1784,
with my own mother. Sbo wgs u woman of strong understanding,
and of unfeigncd and rigid belief in Ltho truths of Gospel-history, yat
a dispassionate placid and mild religionist. Her henrt was so0 (ree
from thinking 1L ot any one, that ol a truth, of beritwight be said,
“she knew no guile”’ One day going {0 a bookseller’s in Lasncaster,
T mat with an extract in tho shape of o pampllet of Daoctor Joseph
Priestley’s “History of tho Corruptions of Cliristianity.” Never hav-
ing scen any of that gentlenan’s polemic works, it was purcbased.
My mother as usuil, came in, in the evening, to slt and convarso with
my family. I was reading the pamphlet. < What havo you got?”
A work of Doctor Priestley’s on religlon.” [ was thon at the chap-
tor of the ¢ Doctrine of the Atopement of Christ,” for the sing of the
world, Thotitla of tho chnptor excited the autention of my wother.
Betors she came in, tho passago hud been partly perused, and sha
eagerly usked nio*tto road the whole of it to bor?'' X began, but had
scarcely proceeded through Lwo or three pages, whean ahe rapped the
boolk from my hunds, and threw it into the fire, whers it was most de-
garvadly burned. Smiliugly, I said mother, why do yon destroy iy
ook ? ‘b reply was with an obsarvable deyrec of anger, ' because
yaur book would dostroy iy happiness, iu thisand tho world tocoome!
I know that [ have a Suviour, who redeemed me, whose blood was
shed upon Lho cross furine : of this, I am convinced. Yonr hook zoes
to make mo doubt ol thoe merits, of ths sufferings, of Lhut Saviour.
Tho bouk would deprive yoof tho ovly stal, upon wluch iy hopo of
salvalion rosty, and gives e nNons otuer, apon which I con lean.”
Theso nations of my beloved mother, which accorded fully with my
own, on thut tapic, were subniitted 1o with o fuvemle franknaess, which
pleased her, und of all tho world, I knew none, whoin I so much
wished to oblige, as that doav, amiablo and fnstructivo mother. My
fathor hud Leon a mechanic of viuch respectability, anid greabskill.
Daring tho war, usvally catleq * Bmdock’s war.” and afterwards in
Forbas' cumpaign, (in 1758,) ho was 1t tho hewd of the arnoury,
which in thosa days, wagno meun station, and required talents of a
superior grade. Afterwards, having aada a tolerablo fortuno, he en-
tored julo trade, but bis inclin.tlous lted luwm inte thymical experi-

10—VorL. XV.
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dated four thousand men. donlkish spirit inust have been in
bigh vogue, when so great a pile could be erected, merely
fromn the alms of the people, and that too, for so egregionsly
absurd a purpose. The ranges of the roons, though exten-
sive in the length of the gulleries, were smafl in their size, be-

monts. 1lis evonings and worpings, were dovoted to the laboratory.
This gave Tise to wy xother's acquaintance with Mr. Priestly, asan
experimental philosopbor. For tho instruction of Lis ebildren, iy
fathor would discourse upon tho subjects of scionce aud particularly
of chymistry, which was bis lavoyite theme, and in which the naines
of Franklin aod Priestloy, wers sure W sland foremost. My beinved
purent’s mannor, sbowedl 1as that sho was stung to tbo quick. My
wpalogy to her, had the desired offect, ag her cuclosity and niine,
sprung from simidar molives *a desive 1o know theraliyious opinions
of a paan, of whom we bad bad superkive ideas,” Lecause ol bis ac-
quirements n many other branches ol Kuowledge.

‘The position wished to be proved 1o you, by this relation : which is
teue, is “that for the sake of public and privake comfort and geninl
“happiness, it is better ot 1o disturb tnodevout-mind by fancifu}und
“newlaagled schemes of belicf, and Wat those should ba open only
“to the eyes of Urg Jearned ! My mother was a person of extensive
readiug; her religious tenets and faith, wore solely grounded on the
scriptures, of tho Old and New Tastaruonts, os these in her mind,
ware congidered as olearly corroct, buy nevertheless, she was fearful
of a disturbanee of her mind by tho quirks and quibbles of daisticenl
seribblers. Therefore Lo jmterfere with hor devotionul principles, in
so rudeand heterodox n maoner, tended to derange Licr charming
mind, and devastate thoso elegant tnaxims of Obristian belief, wiich
the axcellency ol hor mnternal educatsan Lag infused into her hoart;
i short, to destroy that Sromass, with which sbo relicd on the merits
nnd sufferings of ony Lord and Saviouy Jesus Christ.

Such men as Hobbs, Chubb, & scem not to Lavo refloctod on
the dreadful Ds and calarities, thetr writings would ereate, of
thelr books came into general cirenlation, If they did roflect, pos-
tority ought (o cousider thom to huve baen tho tygers and hiyenas of
buawn soclaty, opposed w tho woll-being of tho human race. Val.
Lo and John James Rousseay, in iy liwnhlo opiuton, mtended well
fn the people of Franco, but when speaking of those gentlemen, we
sbonld recollect, that thay, a8 woll 5 the virtuous nnd celebmted
Montesquiou, waro the subjects of a prince, who might if Lo plessed,
bo despotio : but that which was stit) worse, wiis, ihat tho people were
abandoned o the contvol of & theological aristocracy—Wigouted, weslthy,
mperions ond seandalously subjected to vices, i many instances,
g'x'mmr iban thoso of layman, insowugh, it in the eyt of Louis
XTV, beeawso ol tho miamons Lllves, nnd the opprossions of rtl clusses
of tho naLion by the olergy, thore wag gearcely u gentloman Jn the
kingdox.u: who wis not dewstically ioclined.  For when [he viinisters
of nxeligion of so Ingh sanetity, 1s that of onr lely Faith, deinoan
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Ing searcely more than ten by twelve ot {ourteen feet The
galleries were abont twelve feet wide; many roouls wera ¢om-
fortuble, others were dilupidated.  Ten or w dozen f our poor
fellows, were ecompressed into one of these small roows. 8o
uiuch the Letter, as it served tokeep them the warmer.  Boyd,

themsalves in a manner, which ovinees to laymen, their waot of con-
fidenco {n tho veligion, (\which thoy bud been consacrated to propa-
gata and cnforee,) by an unholy life and conduct, particnlarly in theic
erugl exactions, from dovoteas; in the latter instance, of enormous
fees, and varjous demands of Lithes of u raostoxorbitant patore, which
from time 1w bimo, they wickedly usurped. Hoopce, itnrosothntMent-
esquein, Voltuire, Didevot, Rosseuu, and hundreds of olhers, of the
Jearned men of France, (consldaring tha stato of Lthat governmant,)
formed a pualnnx of historle knowledge, genwine reasoning, trua wit,
and an inexhaustabio tund of bumour which slurred tueir opponeats
tosuch adegree, o3 jn the wminds af the generality of Lurope gavo
them a deserved victory even ovar the government, which supported
tha theocracy, with its vast power. 1t also roost probably, came from
thencd, that these men under the clerical persecutions raised sgainst
thern, (for many wore copfined in the dungeons,) in the beat of con-
troversy, cmitted opinionsand jdeas, incnasistentwith our puresunple
and holy religion, nccording 1o tho Avgsbirg eroed, whick we koow,
has beon adopteg, cither in the wholo or in part, by all the reformed
chusrches. In polemic dispules, an perhaps more particularly, in
those which bappen in monarchies, there §s an acrimony and frasei-
bility of temper, inflaming thamindsof men yeverally, grealerthanin
the ¢nso in depiocracies. The cause scems to be, thal in monarchies,
ho priesthood becomes 1 machina of governunent, in democracies, it 18
he vebicle, by which the peopla siniply adore God.,

‘Thnse coatroversies, between tho so styled philosopbors of Frauco
and the clevgy, weve cowlucted with such batred, and obloquy to-
wards cach other, that they olicited sparks, which eokindled that
nation, in a dreadtud flame of internal destrnetion ; and thobrand bias
not only communicated itself to all Europe, butin general to the world
atlaxge. Since the time of Jullus Ceesar, nothing has occurred equal
in barberily, irruption, Lloodshed, wnurder, by public or domestic
teeason, as that which has bappened in Turope, since the year 1780
Gracions nnd ombipotent God, restors tho peaco of tho world !1!]

Such is tho inan, who vpon bis slightiaterconrse with tho American
people, pluming himself, with tha well-carned celebrity of his politi-
cal picees, that now prosuinas to becanie a reformer of our Movis, owr
religious opinions und thinkings on Divine subjects: o himsell a
roprobats, cloaka by avery viea, would dictato to a great and lude-
pendeat chvistlan poople, their formulary of bolief. Such insolenco
and prosumption, was never before witnossed ualess it was fu the ia-
stapca of Mahomet, or §n (Loso of tho imposturaes, (sucl ag Saboati
Savi,) wha frequontly as Messias, appenred to dceeivo the romonnt of
tho Jowish peopla. Paino with all his other vices had u foibie inju-

]
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Cunninghair, and a few of ouvr intimates. took possession of a
roont near a large stove. The first week, weslept nost uncam-
fortably. Gracious God! whut did we not sufler.

Tt was now that we fa)ly Jenrnt the destinies of our dear and
revered genernl, ind hiscompanions in death. Butullow me be-
rious to our eountry. To kicep up the spirits of the people it was re-
tuisite, thal there should he a series of patriotic publications. Paine
was the most indelent of men ; if he was inspired Ly n muse, tho god-
toss most cortainly, made hii but few visits, The office of * secre-
tary of foreign afTairs,” was conferred upon him, because of tho merit
of his # Common Sense,” or what are called the  Crisis,” under tho
slgnature of “ Cogunon Sonse.” It wasto him personally a sinscure.
Henever went to York (Penn.) where Congress then sat, but ocen-
sionally, and staid but aday or two, His true emiploymant, was that
of a political writer. In the sumuwoer and winter af 1777, and 1778, ha
was an inmato of my father's house, as weve the lute David Ritten-
house, the state-treasurer, and Jobn Hart, & member of the then #“ex-
cyntive-caunell.”

Paine would walk of a morning until 12 o'clock; come in aud make
an inordinate dinner.  The risipg fromn table was Letween two and
turee o'clock. Ha would then revire to his bod-chamber, wrap a
bianket around bim, and in a lurge arm enair, take & nap, of two or
three bours—riseand walle  Theso walksand hisindolence, surprised
my parents; they knew bios ns the unthor of # Conmon Sense,” who
had wrilten patriotically, and in thosa wrilings, promulgated some
moral and religious ideas, which induced them to believe hewas an
orthodnx chyistian.  Imdeed Paine, duving the revolution, was carcfu]
to emit no irveihiglous dogmas, or uny of s lawe dinbolie ideas; ir he
had, the good sense of the Ainericun people, their virtue and un-
feigned worship of tha Deity, would Litve, Inthose davs, banished i
from their country. Yonrgrandfuther's feolings a few months boforo
bis death, (which occurred on the 15th of December, 178G,) when
spoaking of the unbeliover (Palne,) wera truly poigmant; for naw
the wreteh's trae character had began to epen on the world. He la-
mentad with tears, that he had aver sdmilted him inte his house, or
bad u personal acquaintanes and intervouvse with iim. Hewas fromn
vonviction, n sincare chiristion, convorted by tha scriptures ; of u strong
mind, und of n most tender conscience.

Da net permit any Lhiog now snid, ta induee you to undervalug tho
sigieity of my father, for lia wis wise: but of so bencvolont a mind,
that in the coinimon nilinirs of live, Jio beld a prin¢ipie in morality as
true, which is by no wmean generally received; to wit, “That we
should consider every one ns possessing probity, until we discover
)_.mn to ba otherwise.”  Othergontlemen think differently. Iowever,
Jtmury well bo maintained that the sido my futher tock on Lhis topic
which Thave often haavd urgued, accords with the Lrue spirit of the
zospel, the other sida is stoicism, From these last observalions, you
will rendily perceive how ousy it was Lo impose on my futher. This
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fore the detnil of that sad story, 1o give you an sneeilote: The
merchunts of Quebec, like those of Fngland and our country,
arae a spivited aml generons sect in society : they upplied to
governor Curleton, wind cbtained leuve, to wake us o “new-
vewr's gift.” This turned out to he nn other thun a large butt
of porter, uttended by a propartionate quantity of Lrewd and
cheese, It was o present which exhilerated onr liearts, and
drew from us much thankfulness. We shared more than n
pint per man,

General Montgomery had inurehed at the precise timo stipu-
luted, wad had avrived at his destingd place of attack, newrly

is tho reason for liis entertalaing Paine, I bave said that Paino was
indolent. ‘Paico this as on instanco: The Crisis, Ko, V, {s but a sbort
political essay, tn be sure of great skill in the compasition, of mucl
wloquent invective, strong reasoning, some historic anecdote, and a
fund of redicule which titted the passions of tha times.  Dut recollect
it Lhis piecs, to Paine, was a labour ¢f threo monihs in the encUting.
It was wrilten in my father's house. Mr. D. Rittonbouse inhabited
tha frout room, in ithe upper story. where was the library. Thers ho
kept whe oflica of (he treasury of Penmsylvania. ‘Tbe room of Mr.
Hart and Paine, was Lo the left band as you coma (o the stalr-bead
antering the library.

When my wound b 1775, was so far mended, that hebbling on
crutches, or by ereeping up stolrs, (us you may have seen me of late
yenrs do,) my greatest recreation in my distressed stato of inlad, was
to get into tho chunber of My, Rittenl where tho books were.
Thore, his vonversation, (for hie was most alfable,) enlivenerd iny
minid, and the books would so amusa it, that iL became ealm, ail
some (esparate resolutions were dissolved. While that excallent
sunn was cosploying his honrs in tha dntics of bis ofllee, for the bene-
fit of tba peapie, Paine would bo a snoring away his precious tme in
his cosy obair, regardless of thessinjunetions imposed upon bim hy
cougress, in rolation Lo his pelitical positions. His i in-
Jdolence or veeuity of thought, caused great bearl-burning among
many primnary characters, inthosedsys. I bave heard tho Inte George
Bryan, Rsq then vice-prosidont of tho vouneil, speak of his gros
weglects with renarkable harsl 1 would i go inun
Pulne’s raom, antl sit with bim. His Crisis, No. V, lay on his table,
dusted @ Lo-day three or four lines would be added, in the course ol @
wael, i dozen niore, and soon,  Wo. V., isduted 21st March, 1378, but it
wasnot pulilistied until somemonthsafter thatdate,anditwasgensrally
thought by good whigs, that it had been too long delayed. For my
own parl, 1 was so passtonately ongaged at heurt, I the prineiples of
o caoss, that Paine's manner of living and acting, gave me n high
dlsgust Lowarids hivi. No idea couldl entor my mind, that any one
in that noblo struggla conld be 1dle or dissogagad.  As to mysell, iy
senaitions were such, that tha exunple of n Declus might hpve been

ronewod.

—ay
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about the time we attacken the first barrier. He was not one
that would loiter, Colonel Catapbell,* of the New-York troops,
a large, good-looking man, who was second jn coinmand of thir
party, and was deemed a veteran, accompanied the army to
the assault; his station was rearward, general dontgomery,
witli his aids, were at the point of the column.

It i3 impossibio to give you a fair and complete idea, of the
nature and siruation, of the place solely with the pen—the pen-
cil js required. As by the special perinission of government,
obtained by the good offices of captain Prentis, in the surnmer
following; Boyd, a faw others and wyself, reviewed the causes
of our disuster; it is therefore jn iy power, 50 fay ns my abili-
ties will permlt, to give vou, a tolerable notion of the spot.
Cape Diamond, neurly resembles the great jutting rock, which
isin thoe nurrows at Hunter's falls, on the Susquehanna. The
roekk, at the latter place, shoots out as steeply as that at Que-
bee, but by no mean formsso great an ungle, on tho wargin
of the river; but is more craggy. There js a stronger and
more obvious difference in the comparison. When you sur-
imount the hill at 3t. Churles, or the St. Lawrence side, which,
to the eye ave equelly high and steep, you find on Abraham’s
Plains, and upon an extensive champaign country. They
birds-eye view around Quebee, Lears o striking conformity to
the seites of Northumberland and Pittsburg, in Pennsylvania;
but the formet is on a more gigantic scale, and each of the
latter want the steepness and craggyness of the hack ground,
wnd v depth of rivers. This detail, is to instroct you in the
goegraphicnl situation of Quebee, and for the sole purpose of
explaining the nanner of general 3lontgomery’s death, and
the reasons of owr fuilure. From Wolf's cove, there is a good
beaeh, down to, nnd around *Cape Diamond.” ‘The Lulwarks
of the city, came to Lhe edge of the hilll, above that place.,
Thence down tho side of the precipice, slantingly to the Lrinlk
of the river, thare was o stockade of strong posts, filteen or
twenty feet high, knit together Ly a stout railing, at bottom
tnd top with pins.  This was no mewn defence, and was ab the
distunee of one hundroed yards, from the point of the rock.
Within this palisade, and at a few vards from the very point
itsell, there wus alike palisads, thongh it did not ran so high
ap the hill. - Again, within Cape Dimnond, and probubly at a
distance of (ifty yurds, thern stood n block-honse, which
scemed fo fake up the space, between the foot of thu hill, and
#he precipitous hank of the river, leaving n cart-way, ov pos-

—_—
*Thixwas not my friend Col. Thomas Campbell of York, (Ponn.)
Mo wus fighting tie bawles of oor country i1t Bosto,
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sage on eachsideof it.  When heightaand distances are epoken
ot. you mwust recolleet, thut the deseription of Cape Diamnond
i [ts vieinity, is 1eerely that of the eve, marde us it were rann-
ing. undey t(he ingpection of un officer. The rveview of the
ground, our army had acted upon, was neeorded vs, ns & par-
tieular fuvor. Even to have stepped the spaces in a formal
manner, would hiave buen dishonorable, if not a species of trea-
son. A bloek-liouse, if well contrneted, fs an admirable mathod
of defence, which in the process of the wor, to our cost, was
fully experienced. In the jnstance now before us, (thongh
thu house was not huilt upon the most approved prineiples,)
yeb it wos o formidable object. It was o squarve of perbaps
furty or fifty feet. The loyge logs neatly squared, weve tightly
bound together, by dove-tail work. If mot much nistaken,
the lower story contained loop-holes for musketry, so narrow,
thit those within, could not be harined from without. 1he
upperstory, had four ox more port holes, for cannon of alarge
ealibre. These gons were charged with zrape or cannister
shot, nnd were pointed with exactness towards the avenue, at
Cape Dimmonil. The hero Montgomery cama. The drowsy
or drunken guavd, did not hear {he snwing of the posts ol the
first. palisades.  Heve, if not evevy erropeous, four posts were
sowed and thrown aside, s0 as to admit four men abreust The
soluinn entered with o manly fortitude. Montgowery, necom-
panied by his nids, M'Pherson and Cheeseman, advanced in
front.  Avviving ab the second palisale, the general, with Jids
awn hands; sawer down two of the pickets, in such a manner,
as to adlwit two tman abreast. Thess sawed pickets, were close
under the hill, and hut a few yards frow the very point of the
roelk, out of the view and fire of the enemy, from the bloek-
house, Until our troops ndvanced to the point, ne liarm could
ansne, but Ly stones thrown from above. Even now, there
had been but an imperfect discovery of the ndvancing of an
enemy, and thit only by the intoxicated guard. The guard
fled, the genernl advanced i few paces. A drunken saflor re-
turned to his gon, swearing he would not forsake it while nn-
diseharged. This fuwot s related from the testimony of the
gnard on the morning of our capture, soro of 1hose snilors
being vur gaard. Applying the matclh, this single discharge,
daprivod ns of our excellent commander.™

Examining the spot. the officer who escorted ns, professing
to be one of those, who first come to the pliee, niter the

*1 hovo retated thisns 1 received it—frony my own knowladge, 1
can say notbing—I leave to the world to determine the vredibllily the
story is optitled 10,
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death of the general, showed the position in which tho gen-
¢ral’s body was found. It lay two paces from tho brini of tho
river, on the back, the ares extended—Cheesemun lny on the
left, nud M’Pherson on the right, ina triangular position.
Two other bynve men Jay near thew. The ground above de-
seribed, wais visited by an inquisitive eye, o that you may rely
with some implicicness, on the truth ol the picture.  Asall
dunger from without had vanished, the government had not
only permitted 1be inutiluted palisades to vemujn, withont
renewing the enclosure, but the very sticks, sawed by the
hand of our commander, stitl lny, strewed about the spot.

Colonel Campbell, appalled by the death of the general, re-
treated a little way (rom Cape-Dinmond, out of tho reach of the
eannon of the block-house, and pretendedly ealled a couneil
of officers, who, it was said, justifled his receding fromn the
wuttuck, If rushing on, as military duty required, and o hrave
man would have done, the block-house might have Leen occu-
Pied by asmall nuruber, and was unassailable from without, but
Ly cannon.  Froin the block-house to the centre of the lower
town, where we were, there wus no vbstacle to impede n foree
s0 powerful, as thot under colonel Canipbell.

Cowardice, or o want of good will towards our canse, left us
to our miserable fate. A junciion, though wo mnight not con-
quer tho fortress, would onable us to walke aun honorable re-
trent, though with {he loss of inany valunblelives. Campbell,
who was ever after considered us o. poltroon in grain, retreated,
lewving tlie bodies o the general, A'Pherson and Gheeseman,
to be devourad by the dogs. The disgust ecaused nmong us,
us to Gampbell, was 50 great 18 to create the unebristian wish,
that henight be hanged. In that desnltory period, though
he was tricd, he was$ nequitted; that was alvo the case of col-
ovel Enos, who desorted us on {he Wennebee. ‘There never
were bwo nen wnore worthy of puspishment of the most excru-
plwy kind.

On the thivd or fonrth of Jannury, Leing ns it were domes-
ticatud in the sergeant's aess, In the reguliers, n fide of men
beaded Ly an officer, culled to conduet me 2o the sominary.
Adhering to the advice of eolonel M’ Dongu), the invitation
waa dechned, thoagl the hero Morgan, had solicited this Zruce
?’rom governor Carleton, und had sent me n kind and press-
ing message. My reasons, wlich were explained to Moragn,
addition to the one alrendy given, opernted forcibly on iy
mind. Taving Jost all my clothes in the wildeimess. excapt
those on my Luek : and fhose aequired by (he provident and
Zrabmtons spivit of general Montgomery, having remained wt
our quarters, and beeome u prey to the women and invalids of
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the army: nothing remnined fitting me to nppewr in company
anywhere,  Additionally, te hid hecown i resolntion, wlien
Jenving Lancenster, us my whsence would go newr to hreak the
hearts of 1y parents, never to hreak upon wy worthy father's
purse,  Dire neecessity compeliod e to veseind this resolution
in part, in tho wildemess, but thut cireumstance, mndeove the
more determined to wdhere to the resolva afterwards  Agnin,
my Sntimate friends were nok fivthe seminnry. Stect was in
the hospital, and Siinpson, by previous conunnni on the charm-
ing Isle of Ovlenns, whieh, from its frintfulness had becnne,
us it were, our store-house. ™ Adddd taall thieso rewsons; it could

“[n former times, as now, lying was in vozua, Lile metbinks within
the last thirty years, there have heen vast improvements in the act
Recelve information of two instances, which were somowbat vemark-
able in thoso rdays, Simpson, ona of the inost spirlted and active of
offcers—always alort—always oo duty, was truducsd and vilified for
a wantof courege, beeause he was not inken a priscoer at Quebec.
This small canton, (Paxton,) was bursiing with the falsehoods prop-
agated oa thrs subject. On the otber band, captain M. Smith, our
comnmander, was npplanded for bis immense bravery shewn in the
adlack of that place, when in fact, he was on the islo of Orleans, many
miles distant from thecity. Stmpson had been cominandad Lo that
place by a regular order from colonal Arnold.  Captain Smith skulked
thither illicitly. Hore is a focsimile, sa lo orthography of Arnoid's
order to Liont. Simpson, which I ook jrom the¢ original now in his
possession.  On iy part, it scams Lo bo & duly to make it known to
Fou in justiGeation of an excellent patriot, ouc of myfriends from
carky youth.

HLINYY. S1MpsoN,

“ Sy—TYonaw to procend 1o Orleaus, and take charge of the 1nen
thore, and kaeep all provisions front going to town : you wWill be ns-
“sigious in gaining the esteem of the inhabilanls, who are now com-
fplamiog thut thoy hive been treated ina rigorous wovner: for pro-
“ wisions or assistauce, you receive from thew, you will poy thew the
value, av giva orders on o for Lthe for thc suwe. Tnmake no douby
bul you will endeavour to cultivute tho fricudabip ol tha people
ag fur asis conslstant witl your duty.  You will be carefull o keep
your men under steict discipling, und not sufler thewn to have too
“gneh liquor. T am told there has boen apen house kopt there.
“ You will use ns much axconomy as is consistent with our curcam-
t'stances.”

“X um,
* Sy,
“Your bumbleservanl,
“7 ARNOLD, Col.”

PPTaY

t«Docormber 29, 1775,
[Thisrigor wis administored by u William Cross, ouy thixd licuten-
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not be said of the gentlemen in the seminary “they are iny in-
timates," cxcept as to captuin Borgon, und Jieutenant .
Nichols of Hendviek’s. Besides my leather small-clothes, all
in fritters, had been cast oway, and a savage covering adopted,
nntil more suspicions times came. But even now, an idea of
uxeape and vengeance inllamed the breasts of nany, ancd we
wore lere in a much suporivr situation for such w purpose,
fhan that of the serainary . More of This hereafter. Al these
fucts and ojrcumstances, induced an evasion of the friendly
sulicitation of the kind-learted Morgan.

On the third duy of our caphure, the generous Carleton de-
spulehed o (ay to Arnold, to obtain what trifling baggage we
hiul Jeft at our quarters: minc was cither forgotten, or mis-
erable as it was, had been plundered; but as good luck would
have it, the knepsack of one Alexander Nelson of oul cowvpany,
who was killed when runaing to the first bhurrler, was dis-
claimed Ly all of one mz2n. Your fathér in consequence, laid
violent hands upon the spoil. It furnished Boyd and nyself,
with a tnrge, but coarse blue blanket, ealled a “stroud,” and a
drommer's regimental coat. The blanket becatne r real com-
fort, the cout an article of barter. Tt was on thisday, that my
heart was ready to burst with grief, at viewing the funeral
of onr beloved general.  Curleton had, inour foviner wurs with
the French, baen the friend and lellow-goldier of Montgomery.
Though politleal opinion, perhaps nmbition or intercst. bad
turown these worthies, on different xides of the great question,

ant, with as reo o haod as ho waslax inhis privciples of morality.
Cross wag a handsome little Yvishmen, always neatly dressed, and
commanded a datacbment of about twenty mew. ‘The Canadinn gen-
tlomen, who comeas ngonts from the fslandors on this occagion, stated
that Cross had extovied from thewm their wines and otber Jiquors, and
all kindzg ol provisijons, which ho 1avisbod on worthless people ; mak-
ing no copensation for his exactions. This wag rigor indec | for
tha people of the isle wers our friends. Tn Short, this unworthy
officer kopt ‘‘open howse,” and had a short, byt a luxacous and
werry reign avor that charming spot. Ile waanat with us at tho at-
tick of the city, bub gaily duaced bis way to quarters. ]

Sinith wrote bt simpson acted. A letter from Smith to a worthy
and patriotie ¢lerggman, the Rav. Mr. Elder, of Paxton, which was
Alled with bombast and trash, and stuffed with the most flagrant uu-
trutbs; that he was in the “midst of the batlle—eoverad by smoke;
bullets of il sizes playing around him, &e. d&.” every word ofwhich
was fabnlous.  This person was among thelastol Lhose savage nen
wlo murdered tha innocent and unollending Indiansin the jail ol z.hé
w\\')\.\vo now live fn. ‘They have all died miserably; but a few
remaining Lo relate the anacdolo of the oceurrence of that borrible
rasINCro,
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yet the former, could not but honov the remains of hiy quon-
dam friend.  Aboul noon, the procession passed onr quarters.
It was most solemn. The ¢offin covered with a pall, surmounted
by transverse swords—waos horoe by nen.  The regular troops,
purticularly that fine body of wen, the seventh vegiment,
with reversed arms, anl scarls on the lelt elbow, accompunied
tho corpse to tho grive. The funeraly of the other otlicers,
both friends and eneines, were performed this day. From
many ol us, it drew tears of affection for the defunct, nnd
spealking for myself, tears of greeting and thankfulness,
towarns general Carleton. The soldiery and inhabitants, np-
peared affeetod by the Joss of this invaluable map, though he
was their enemy. I{ such men as Washington, Carleton and
Montgomery, hul had the entire direction of tha adverse war.
the contention, in the event, might have happily terminated
to the awdvantngne of Doth sections of the nation. U'Pherson,
Cheeseman, Hendricks, Humphreys, were 2ll dignified by the
manner of burial

On the same, or the following day, we were compulled, (if
we wonld look,) to o more disgusting and tortuving sight.
Many carioles, repentedly one alter the other, passed ourdwell-
ing loaded with the deund, whethex of the assuilants or of the
gavrison, to a place, einphatically, called the “dend-house.”
Here the hodies were hoaped in monstrous piles. The horror
of the sight, to uy southern men, principully couvsisted tn see-
ing our compunions borne to interment, uncoflined, and in
the very clothes they had worn in bastle: thejr Jinmbs distorted
in various dircctions, sueh as would ensue in the oment of
death. Many of our friends und acqualntauces were appurent.
Poor Nelson luy on the top of hall i dozen other bodies—his
wons extended beyond his hend, as if in the act of prayer, and
one knee erooked, and raised seemingly, when heJast gasped in
the agoniesof death. Curse on thesecivil warswhieh extinguish
the sociabilitivs of mmunkind, and annililate the strength of pa-
tions. A flood of tenvs wageconsequent. Thongh Montgomery
was Leloved, because of his manlinessof soal, herofebravery and
snnvity of manners; Hendricks and Humphreys, or the same
admirable qgnalities, and especiully for the endurances we
underwent in conjunction, whiocll enforced many o tear: still
my unhappy and lost brethren, though in humble station,
with whom that dreadful wild was penetrated, and frowm
wliom came many nttentions towards me, forced meluncholy
sensations. TFrowm what is said yelative to the “Dead-house,”
you miglit conctude that general Carleton wus inhumane or
hnrd-hearted. Noauch thing. In this northern latitade, at
ihis season of the year, according to my feelings, (we had no
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ihermometer,) the wenther wos so eold, ns nxinlly to be many
tlegrees bolow 0. A wound. If wortud, or even otherwise,
casts the party wounded into the snow; if death should fol-
Tow, it throws the saflerer into various sttitudes, which are
nssnmed in the evtreme prio accompanying death The
woment denth tukes pluce, the frost fixes the 1hnDbs in what-
ever sitmtion they inay then happen to Le, whd which cannot e
yeduced to decent order. nntil they nre thawed.  In this sinte.
the hodies of the stuin are deposited in the “deud-house,” hard
asice. At this season of the year, the curth is frozen from
two to five feet deep, impenctrahle to the best pick-nxe,
in the iunds of the stontest wan. Hence vou may perceive i
Jostification of the “dead-house.” It js no new observation.
“that cliimntes forn the munners und bubitudes of the people. ™

On the next day, (January 4th,) we were visiterl by colonel
Mauelewn, an old map, attended ULy other oMcers, far a peen-
liny purpose, that is, to ascertain who among us were boyn jn
Luvope.  'We had many Ivishien, aend some Faglishmen,
The question was put to ench; those who admitted o British
birth, were told they must serve his mujesty in colonel -3Mue-
Jean's regiment, & new corps, called the “emigrants.”  Our
poor follows, under the fewrfnl penalty of being carried to
Britain, there ta he rtried for treasoun, were compelled Ly ne-
cessity, and roany of thein did enhst. Two of them, very
Lruve men, Edward Covenangh wnd Tinothy Conner, dt'.“.cr\'.u
to be nanied, beeanse of n particular oceurrence which hap-
pened shortly afterwards: These two men, anong others,
culled upon e for niy advice how to ack Beiog, ub that time,
neither lawyer nov a easujst, they had my opinion According
to the dictates of uatwre, nnd some slight reading.  That js,
that they shonld enlist, for o construined oatly, as theirs would
be,. c.ouhl not be hinding on the conscience : anid by all wmeans
to join ourarmy as soon as practicable. ‘They enlisted uuder
the notion, that the oath was non-oblieatory, wnd a hope of

speedy retinn to theiv swent-hewrts and wives.  Allow me here
to recount, by aniicipation, the residue of tho wdventuyes of
“honest Ned.” It is due to him. for he suved wny life, and thot,
af Siinpson, on the “Dewd river.” Towards the end of Jianuary
Cavennngh and Conner, Jappened to compose ot of the
same gawrd at Puluce-gate, where the walls nre frrom thirty to
forty feet high. independently of the declivity of the Jyi
Cavenungh waus stationed as i sentry o conjnnetion with um.:
of the British purty.  Goimor hud proeured w Hottle of rim:
coming to the station, he dvnnk himself, and presented tln;
hottle to the Britisl, sentry. While the luttor wad in (:i\e vas
of drinking, Cavenangh ave him o push with the vutt of .hia:
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muasket, which stunned and brought him to the earth. Taki-
ing hix arms, they sprung over the wull into a Led of snow,
perhaps twenty-five feet deep.  This avernient coneerning tho
depth of the snow, muy appear prollematical, us we know
nothing Jike jt in ovr climute. Torm no deflnitive opivion
until you have heard the rensons why it does happen.  As you
muy recoBect several instances in this memoiv, where the us-
perity of n Quebec winter is intimated, and o description of fty
‘offects attempted-—such as frequent snow-storins and fierce
winds. In the month of Junvary, particulurly, when the
snow has inereused to a deprh of seven feet over the face af
the eountry, notwithstanding the shining of the sun, the cokl
is so great, that those winds drive the spow duily, nguiast the
high ramparts of the city, where it forms a compuot mass—the
last stratum being Hght and dry. ns the finest sand, which may
be whivled by the wind. Cavenaugh and Conner leaped mid-
decp into surh asoft bed Their disadvantage consisted in
stnking too deen; the height of the Juap, plunging them deeper
thap ordinary walking would do, made ju hifficutt for them to
extricate themselves. The relief-guard came in time to give
them o volley, as they were seampering oway. Thanks to
God, my worthy Irishumen escaped nnharmed, though as they
pussed through St. Roque, they were comphimented by several
discharges of eannister and grape shot. This was the first
notice we had of the escape of our daring friends.  We lieurd
next mworning, all the minutin from those who guarded us.
Cavenaugh is still alive—islabovious, and has a lurge Gunity of
children, who ave respectable in their way.  Youa ¢nnnot con-
ceive the joynusness of my heart, when hearing of tur, in my
peregrinitions afew years sinee, in the inountainous purts of
York county. The pittance then spared him. it is hoped will
muka you never the poorer. The assemnbly of Pennsylvania
have granted him a pension, for which that honoyuble body
have my most fervent blessings. Old age und decrepitude, by
ihe evtremity of ouwr sulferings, is Lrought upon us, long Ue-
fove the ordinury wllotinents of nature. Weserved ourcountry
fuithfully, and at this Jate day, it is really pleasant ro absery.
the spirit of the public, inslined to compensate the veterans of
1775 and 1776. 8o 1oueh for my presevver “ Honest Ned,” which
epithet he still bears among his peighors, by whow, buting a
venial vice, he isesteemed. Timothy Conner, oa the contrary,
possessing the art of ncquiring wealth, married, had a conpe-
tency, but lost it subsequently by bis vices, which bore a strong
affinity to gross criminality.

By the middie of January, we were settled down into a state
somaething like household order: those who could econounise,
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fared tolerably wetl, though they could have used more, Our
daily provision consisted of a biscuit made of a coarse meal,
from sownething like our chopped rve; very often chafl ov straw,
half an ineht fu length, was found in this species of bread.
A biscuit of the size of a cake of gingerbread, now sold with us
for u ceant, was the daity allowance of thisarticle - half a pound
of pork, ar three quarters of uw pound of Leef, though these
were much salted, even 50 as to ba uncomlortuble—they were
of Irish preparation, perhaps foy thesea-service: o competent
allowanee of butter. originally fine, ‘yet now ranaid; candles,
molasses, and oven vinegar :—this last article, so long as it. could
Le afforded us, was n preservative from the disorders which un-
wittingly we were imbibing daily. Enowing the difficulties
under which tha garrison lay—foes at the gates, and an uncer-
tainty of succour; the governor was thought of Dy me, with
similar allowances, that ought to be made to our own gen-
erals, in efreumstances of such pinching necessity. Frowm all
information atfainable on our part, we were s well treated
us those of the gurrison. who lived on tho swme kinds of fond,
except ns to lignor, whieh deprivation was more beneficin)
than injurious to our men. Itisgrateful to my heart, now
to relember and repeat, the benevolent sensations this mild-
ness an® hurgoanity created in my ming, towards the virtuous,
the aruiable and vencrable Curleton. He was a gennine yep-
resentative of the gentility of the Trish nation, which is so de-
servedly famons for the produetion of real heroes, patriotic
sfitesmen, aud a generosity and suavity of mannevs. He wns
ol grewr candour, nprightness and honor, and flof thespirit
of philapthropy, whicl marks the real gentlemon,  He nade
ns several visits, in ull of which he seeined, merely to hnve n
solicitufe for our welfare, withoot any sinigter viaw, such as q,
sednetion from our principles, &e.  That he granted us every
nceontmiodation, his tryving situation anthorfzad, there can he
no doubt. Shortly after the thne now spolien of, we wore
conduected to the Daaphin jail.  Before we quit the reguliaers,
wdmit me to stato to vou something inove, relating to our mnn-
ner of living there. WMy vonthinl appatite required and de-
manded a grenter quantity of foord than we thenenjoyed. We
wanted spoons, nol only in our own mess, but throvghout
the whole corps. Thare was no money among us to purchase
sueh an implement, and if theros hud heen, and opportunity
had olfered it is likely the lenlousty of zovernment, wonld
have deprived s of them, §f formed of inetal of any kind.

Qno day being nt the unlonding a cord of wood, a Lireh
stick, the only piece of hard waod in the load, was engerly inid
hold of, and borne to tha nessroont; from this, n wooden
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spoon was soon formed for my own use. Lobscouse made o
part of our diurnal food. This term, though vulgar, conveys
to ona, who, when hungry, bas tested the dish, some agreea-
ble idens. Among soldiers and sailors it is esteemed equal to
the “ollu podridu” of thie Spuniards, and nearly so to the “speck
and oyer” of the Germans; it is certainly more nourishing than
what the latter call “witer soup,” and even “eal soup.” We
put our vile biscuib into a tin vessel, with asufBeient quantity
of water, and permited it to stew on the stove, until there was
a perfect mneiluge, «ome thin slices of bacon fat (the reserve
of the Jast meal,) were then ndded ; or some of the skimmings
of the boilers, but most usually, the rancid butter, (which was
thus inade palatable:) when these snbstances were well fpeor-
poruted with the biscuit; a few spoon-fulls of molasses finished
the dish. This was the ardinary breakfast. and o good one,
when we eould spoon it info ourmouths. Ny spoon therefore,
was an article in great demand. and of prime necessity. The
production of nne spoon, created o desire for ove; they were
mmanufactured in abundance, by the means of two Knives—a
great and a sinnll, nt alwavs disposed of for biseuit. Spoons
were manle ns large assmall Jadles, some with a deer at full
streteh, a hound pursuing—an Indian sitting—a heaver—and
twenty othor devices were invonted. andtolerably well corved.
8Some eamo to five biseuils, some to ten, and one in partfeular
ot twenty, which my friends, thought worthy of the acceptance
of the governar, bnt care wnx taken not to present it.  Boyd
and Cnanninglinn carefully furnished the wood. Thus we
could exist pretty well on onv slender diet.  But we had other
resourees, which wers by no wenns neglested. Henry Crone,
a well bred young man, descended from a worthy and respec-
table frnity of York county, Pennsylvania, mnuoch my senior,
but who was known to me duving his appreaticeship at Lan-
caster, had dissipated a good fortuna at the gaming tables; ha
was nsargeant of endricks’.  Miserable as was oor predica-
ment, the demon of play had intrnded itself among us, though
there wus neither woney nor clothing, bot thal upon our
basks, and onr dxily provisions to sporfi with. The play was
for Liseuit, and most usunlly at i game called “all-fonrs,” in
whieh Crone was i renl adept.  He was a droll dog, and mueh
inclined to play with and bent the Yankees. as he termed
them. Many mornings, heing compelicd by the inclemency
of the seuson. to leave our nneomfortable bed, pasing the
avennes in front ol our eells for exercise antd wirmth, draw-
ing aside the enrtain of the gnmbling room door, which wusno
ofhier than n thread-bare blanket, Crone was seen and heard,
with bleared eyes nnd na vociferons voice, after nnight’s sits-
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ing. contending far a bisewit, with ns much spirit undlhenh, as
most probubly lte had done in former times for fifoy or 2
hundred dollars. The passion of zaming, jsalmostan inexplica-
ble trait in the haman character, the poor, the riclh, 1he sav-
age and the civilized, are equelly its devotees. The greatest
and the least ave alike subject to its fascinations. Croue poor
doy, was one of the devoted.

Montgomery, in his cure for Avnold’s party, hesides an excel-
lent blanket coat, had assigned {0 ench man o new red regimen.
tal cont of the seventh, or some othev regiment, stationed in
the upper country. Thiselothing had been seized ut Montreal.
Crone. in the division. had fered well. He had obtained a
Inrge superfine Lroad-cloth coat, such ns is worn by the ser-
geant-major of the British army, which *‘fitted him like @
shirt.” He was so totally devoid of care, that he never once
applied to the taylors of the army, who were employed by
the public, to it the cont to his back, and to sew it regularly.
Wnat was still more Jangbable, he had no pockets to this cont,
unless you may eall the fannel such. which interiorly Jined
the lappets, and Dbore the appearance of large Lags dangling
about his heels.  Crone was facetions nid ¢lever; he had on
affection forme.  Often about daylight he wonld comne to jwy
blunket and waken me, and shake the lappets of hiscout. He
wounld say “Doanne Jack, here's sone thing lor you,” and
would force upon ine, ten, Gfteon, and several times, even
thirty bisenits.  With all his vices he bore & greuwt shive of iy
esteern, for the goodness of his beart. When ill-luck occurred
there was a vefunding o my part, but it seldom bappened.
Our other resonree was William N'Cov. a sergeant of Hend-
ricks' anexeellent clexk, who ecumainto tuvor of the Governor,
by giving tomajor Murray of the gavrison, o genuine copy of
his journal of the voute, through the wilderness into Canadu.
He was o sedate and sensible mnun.  He was installed ‘elerk of
the kitehen," and put me wmueh in mind of Gil Blay’ clerk.
‘Iie cook, whow M Coy putronjzed, was » very Boniface in nc-
complisionents and a Sancho Panza in rotundity. He was ot
Thayer’s or Dearborne’s company. Believe me, that these tawve
men, were courted by our hongry wights among the soldiery,
with ax oueh eagevess and solicitade, and often sycophancy,
ax would have been the case had they been the ministers of a
great state.  What could you suppose (o be the object of snch
sevvility? o oxplain.—The boiling utensils, were two very
large coppers. A boiling of pork, produced n great quantity
of liquid fat, which thamen ealled slush. The skimnmings con-
stituted the fmportanee of the cook, who made a profit from

it, by selling it o cerfain tradesmen of the city. A half pint
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of this slnsh, was a good succeduneum for better food, to a
mess of six stout men. 1t, with the wolasses, formed an ex-
cellentlobseouse. Olenginousmutter, next tobresd, ishowaver,
the great support of the enimal functions, and even superior
to bread, to sustain life, und geatify the palate.  Here you
see the real ground of the causes ol distinetions in society.
The cook possessing this perquisite, commanded his appli-
cants for additionat food, with an vowarruntable austerity. As
to our mess, it was strong ian hebits of intimacy with ¥’'Coy,
who wus anc of us. The coolk was far below our notice.
Friend d'Coy, cave useveryadvan toge, ourmelaneholy situa~
tion alforded him. This minute 1nformation is given Lo you,
to inspire you with a disgust, towavds war of any kind. As to
my sons, if the liborties of our counatry ever be invaded, it is
humbly hoped, under the protecting hand of Providence, that
they will always be reidy and active. to rally round the stoad-
ard of Freedom, the principles of which, we derived (rom our
forefathers, whose blood freely flowed in its defence.

Corsing to the Dauphin juil, escorted by the milifary, we
found it well accommodated for our lodgment. There were
four rooms below, and as waay above stairs, ol capucions nnd
well rupplied with births or bulks, in the comsuon method of
birracks.  Our compaoy taking the right, our preeedeney in
tho procession gave us, assumned the possession of a room, in
the third story, which was in truth the very Lest. Blorgan’s,
took a room himmediately below us; Hendrick’s one ndjoining:
but remembar, that at this time, we were reduced 1most Jom-
entably by killed, wounded and missing. Many were in the
hospital. Qut of sixty-five, who came on Abraham's Plains,
in November, we had searcsly more than thirty, left with us
inprison. The fire of the epemy and disease hal so (hinned us.
Morgan’s gallant men fared worse. Lilce enstern peopla befove,
and ot that perjod, they Aetested the introduotion of the small.
pox into their conntyy, by inoculation. Now they were jts
vietims. Less than twenty-five of tho privates of that com-
pany, regained their native homes. They wevo originally, as
elegant a body of en, as ever came within my view.” To use

“TIn relation s the small-pox, theciroumstance about to ha related,
is 1aost assuredly true, as it i Known to mo of my own partienlar
knowledge. A number of women loaded with tbo inlection of the
gwall-pox, camo into our cantonmenly.

In tho spring of tha yeur 177 our army was reduced by decease of
men, or dabilitation o Lody, so thit they could not act aftectively, and
intho eyesofthe world, adisroputalio retreot took place, which it was
notthen quite prudent toexplain. Now (L mey ba safely nssorted, that

{1—Vor. XV.
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the style of my friend Simpson, “they were beautiful Loys,
who knew how to handle, and aim the rifle.” Indeed many of
them, adroit voung saen, courageous and thorough golng, he-
cowe thesabjects of death, by that vivalent diseure, both with-
out and within tbecity, We, of Pennsylvani, had no fears
from thit source., This (isense had visited us in youtl, either
naturally or byinoculation. This observetion, whish is a
serious one, should convey to your minds, the immentity of
the discovery of the inoculntion of the kine-pock, by doctor
Jenner. The discovery of the cnuses of lightning, its dreadful
offects, the wmoans of uvoiding its power, by the celebrated
Frunklin, onx coustrymnuo, is, {as it soncerns the happiness
of man, speaking diMdently,) perhaps inferior in importance
to that of Jenner. The Jennerian discovery, tenrls to save
the Hvesof milllops, the Franklinian of hundreds. But alt
lovers of naturu! philesaphy, are compellable to acknowledge,
that the identity of the electrie fluid. obtained artificinliy,
with that of the clouds, has given n wider scope to huwman
thought, than the recency of the Jennerian discovery has as
yet afforded. Thare can be Jittl: doubt that in a sneesssion
of vears some gigantic geninses of the wedicul profession will
immprove and extend tha benefits of the happy disclosure.

At the Danplin jail our notions of escape wera strengthened.
Tha prison ooy be 800 ynrds fromn 8t. John's gate the interval
at that time was free from buildings  Trom without the bujld-
ing appeared formidable. The court-yard was very contractod
for so large a louss and was encompassed by a strong stone
wall at least twenty feet high. The windows nnd doors ware
seemingly by tholr bars impenetrable. Bot what cannot nen
of brue spirit effect when made the subjeets of oppression.  Op-
posite to the jnil across the street leading to St. Johin's gate at
a distanea of forty yvards there slood a house which became the
station of the gnard, who superintended vs. In the frst of
our imprisonment, we were attended by the regnlar troops.
or snilors, who ware embodied by government us soldiers, but
now, thagid (as onr force without handmade afivm Stand, ) was
replacecd b the militia, who were the raost inert and despicable
of military men The senlries were stationed on \lie ontside
of the juil,—we had no witnesses of onv condiret within, except
the captain of the provest, who did not pry with a suspicious
eye. He wns ngenerous and open-hearted enemy—had no
gwile himsell, nor mputed it to others The principal defenca
greatnumbers of thesoldiers inoculuted Lhamseives for the saallpox,
b laceratlon Woder the Anger nnils, by means of pins or needles, oither
to oblain an nveidauce of duty, or 10 got over that horribloe aisorder
in an ensy nod speedy way.
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on this side of the city, as ft regarded our nttempt at evasion,
luy at and neav St. John's gate. The guard here was mjost
usually compiused of thivty men, of the regular troops or sailors.
They would have given us w hustlc, but of a certainty, we should
Lave overpowered them, by the force of numbers, asstout and
as uble bodied men as thejaselves, whose conrage was not 1o
be questioned, though there wus a great difference in the nn-
ture of our respective arms.  Having examined the jaii cure-
fully, its imbecility to restrain us, was wpparent. It was an
old French building in the Bastile style. The wally, of stoue,
and more than three feet thick,; were impenetiable by any of
our enns. Upon examining the bars of the windows, which
were originully Hl-construeted, many were found so much
corroded, as to move upand down jn the sockets.  These conld
be taken out. The mildness of Governor Carleton's reign,
seemed not fo require a strict inspection into ploces of this
kind. About this rime, n selected council was celled, of which
your father had ihahonor toleone, and waschiefly composed of
the sergeants. The present major Joseph Aston, of Tamb'sar-
tillerists, then a gergeant-major, hnd the presidency. Onr dis-
coveries weve dlsclosed—the means of escape considered, and
noconsnltution of the men recammended. This was dove, aucl
there was not. a dissentient voice. At the staiv head, there
was a small room, lighted by it small window; the door was
Jocked. —Peeping thirough the Keviole, large iron hoops were
discovered : the spring of thelack, kindly gave way to our ef-
forts, e voomr was ryansueked ; and as neatly closed. The
roow furnished us with a large nunber of strong iron-hoops,
two and three inches broad, and a considerable quantity of
other iron, of different shapes and sizes, deposited there as
Jumber. Iromn the first of these articles, we forined & rovgh,
but weighty species of sword, with a wooden handle, a blow
from which, in the hands of one of our stont men, would bave
brought down one of the stoutest of the enewmy. The residue
of the iron, was applied to the formation of spenr-heads.
These were afixed to splits of fir-planls,about ten reet in length,
which had formed in parf, the bottoms of the lower births.
These weapons, it is true, were of the coarsest make, yetin the
hands of men, determined to sacrifice their Jives for freedomn,
they would have had n considerable sway. Our long knives,
which many of us secreted when captured, also hecame spear-
points. These weapons were concenled nnder the lower range
of births, which were raised o foot from the floor. The planks
were neatly rnised, the nails wers extracted, and the nail-head,
with 2 part of jts shank, placed in its former position. Over
these lay our blankets, and bundles. It wus a standing rule,
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to have two santries, constantly on the watch, one at each end
of the interlor of the jail. Their duty consisted in giving i
sigoal of the approach of the oflicers of the garrison, who were
in the habit of visiting us daily, asthere were shoe-makers and:
taylors among us, who worked chieaper than those of the city,
merely for the purpose of betterin:g their condition. Lliere was
policy in this watehfulness. When the signal was given, the
inmer dnors were thrown open, thosc appointed for the pux-
pose, laid upon the birth which hid onr avms, as if in a drowsy
state. The offcers were accosted with assamed confidence,
and mueh compluisance. The counell et daily, sometimes
in sma!l squads, and when any thing of much consequence
was to be considered, in Jarger; but at all times secretly, or
at Jeast not obviously ns u coaneil, from a (ear of traitors, or
some indiscretion of the yvoung men. Qur arrangements, so
for as my judzment could discern, were judicions. Aston was
to act as genernl, M'Coy and some others beenine colonels.
Boyd and others of the most spirit, became majors, captains,
lisutenants, &e. That which cheered me wutch, was that the
couneil nssigned me, o {irst liecutenancy under my {riend Bovd,
whose vigor nud courage were unquestionable.

The plan of the escape was thus: Aston who was an excel-
lent engincer, was to huve the particular superintendency of
Loamb's compauny, which to aman wos well informned in thejr
duty, active and spirited. These were to be inereased to o
hand of one hundred ana fifty 1mnen. whose duty it was to ut-
tack the guard ot 8t. John's zate. Thoattack of the gooard
opposite the jail, was nssianed to the discretion of L3oyd, Cnn-
ningham and myself; the council generously, giving us the
authority of o first seleation of twenty two persons, from the
whole ody of our men. The residue of our foree, was so dis-
posed of, as toact usa Lody of reserve to Aston, under the
command of M*Coy, and another smaller hody was reserved to
support Bovd, purticularly Ly wiy of setting firo to the jail,
the guard-house, and the buildings in irs neighborhood, to
amose or employ the enemy, while we were runninz to St
John's gate. It was evpected we could arrive there, by the
time Aston and his party would be vietorious.  Our particular
duty was of the desperate kiwd, something of the nature of
the "fovlorn-hope " Nothing but the vivtue and brovery of
ouy corarades, conll ensnre the snfety of our Jives; for if they
shonld arrjive at St John's gate, ana diseconfit the guard;
and if then seeking sofety Ly flight, they wonld leave ny to the
merey of an enraged enomy, who would snerifice us to their
fnr:\‘. But therc hasbeen tno mich precipitation in the ye-
lition.  Previously to the last observations, besides being told
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ol our force, aur wenpons, and our military Plans, you should
have beenjuforined ulso, of tlie real site of tho jail—of its in-
teronl structure, [rom which the sully wos to be made. The
Daaphin jml is built onee plain, pretey much declined towards
Lhestreet. [t follows, that the front of the lower story, that
is the cellars, was on nlevel with thestreet.  Phe hack-ground
was ten or twelve feet ligher. In the cellar, near the foot of
the stairway, there was o plenteous fountain of wafer, which
supplied tho house. The conduits leading from the spring,
by the scverity of the weather, were impeded by ice, so
that the water. in great quantity remained in the reliav,

whieh, with the wdditionul carelessness of our people, who east

the vinsing of their Luckets, on the foor of the apurtmnent,
formed n hed ¢f ice & footl thick, and very furm and solid.  This
cellar had adoornewly made, of strong pine plank, five feet in
width, which opened inwards —the sill was level with the
street. Tha door wus hung upon H. hinges of alarge size,
fixed on the inside, expose to our view and operations. Bat
what was still more absurd, the door was hasped within, and
secured by aJavge pad-lock. Close inspection, and thought-
fulpess, Iind made the members of the eounecil, by the means
they enjoved, perfect mnsters of those hinges and the lock;
they would not have stood asecond of time. The principal
obstacle was the iee, which wus raised fully a foot against
the door, Even this would have given way to our jngenufty.

The whole of our plan was well luid, and thoroughly digested.

That door was to be our gally-port. Boyd preceding with our
division—Aston and M 'Coy following, they turning rapidly fo
the left for St. John's gnte. The dislocation of thoe jron bLars
of the windows, was to ensne: all those which could he re-
moved, being known, were to hecome issues forour hravest
men.  Bvery man koew his station.  Itisnanoldandatrite ob-
servation, that it is n diffenlt thing 1o describe n buttle, 0 as
to give w elear iden of all the causes and effects of each move-
mwent, without overlonding and confusing the picture. The
stune may be eaid of o conspiracy sneh as ours.  Going through
the entry from the front door into the 3aul-vard, near the back
door, hut still within the prizon, there nre two cavities oppo-
sito to ench other. strongly walled nnd arched.  We called
them the black holes. On the ontside of the buikling, in the
yurd, those cavities assumed the forns of banks, ten or eleven
feet high, and as wide; and well sodded.  With some address
and wgility, asprightly snan couid surpass either of them. The
wall above those bnnks wag, probahly ten feet hizher. In the
duytime wo often climbed up the will; by mewns of itsinter

stices, from which the mortar hud fullen in the course of time,.
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to take a peep at the aity. werely putting onr eves nhove the
level of the Lop of it

A Mr. Martin, a hardy, daring and active younyz man, of
Lamb’s comnpany, I think a sergeant, proposed to Lear intel-
ligence of our projects, to the American connnander, without
the walls. His plan was approved. A time forjrruption wng
named, though the day wus not particularised. Thesignals
toiuvite the advance of our army to St. John’s gate, were the
burning of the houses, and the firing of the gons of the ram-
parts towards the city  Ax vet, we were unprepared to move.
This expedition of Martiu's was profoundly a secret nmong
those of the council, {rom n fear that some Lungler might at-
tenpt the same path, fail, and Ly his being taken, unveil our
plots. TPermit me a short episode on the escape of Martin, It
wns singularly ndventurous, ond e neatness of its execution,
renders it worthy of remask. I had the plensure of hearing it
recounted, in morve happy times, it New-York., BMartin wos
dressed in warm clothing, with good gloves; a white eap, shirt
angd overalls were prepavell for hbu.  He nppeared in the jail
yard among the prisoners, in Jus deily dress.  Tha tiwae of lock-
ing wpoand calling the roli, generally happened wbout sun-
down. Tt was the business of tho captain of the provost, who
was necompaaied by a file of wnen. The prisoners, instigated
Ly those in tle seoret, employed themselves out of doors, until
Jate in the evening, in play, as il to keep their bodies warni.
It was a blowing and drewry evening, which was purposely
chosen. At Jocking up, those in the secret Jagged Lehind,
tardily, pushing the uninformed Dbefore, vet so slowly, as el-
fectnally to erowd the gangwuy; Martin remained in the rear.
The operation took place at the clanging of the Jock of the
great front door. This measure was imagined and effected on
purpose to procuré to Blartin, asufliciency of leisure to get
to his hiding place, which was no other than nnook, formed
by the projection of the door-way, and on the top of sne of the
banks before spoken of. Here he had time to put on his cup,
shirt, &&  The officer who examined the yard, could not pey-
ceive him, unless e went out of the door. several puces to the
left, and most probubly, not even then, for BMartin would be
covered in the snow, anil hwperceptible. Happity the officer
wentnufurther thunihe threshol), andinadsbntnslightsurvey
of the yard. This account, 80 fuy, is derived {rom ny own
knowledge; what follows, is from Murtin himsslf. “Martin
tarried there until soven or eight o'elock. The dilemma he
was in, conld only be surpassed in imminence of danger, by
By extveme nctivity, skill and cournge.  Thare were four sen-
fries stutioned avound the juil—two at cuch corner in front,
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ond the like number at the corners of the yard in the vear.
Those sentries, though relieved every quarter of an hour, were
soon driven into the sentry-boxes, by the cold and keeuness
of the whistling winds. If thoy had paced the spaces allotted
them by duty, the escape of Martin must have been (mpossi-
ble. Watehing the true time, he shpped down the wall into
the deep snow undernenih unobserved. Henee he made a
sudden excursion o the lert of St. John'’s gate, at a part of
the wall, where hie well knew no sentry was pluced. Leaping
the wall, into the snow, he received the five of a distant sen-
try. Martin was unhavmed. The soldier fired, as it weve, at 2
phantom, for when dlurtin’s body ecame into contact with the
snow, it wis undiseernible—the desired informetion was
given;” but of this, we conld merely make surmises until the
Muy following. That which is very reinnckable is, that the
absence of Martin was unknown to governnent, until the ex-
plosion of our plot.

Our noxt solicitude was the acquisition of powder. This ar-
ticle could be obtained Lut by sheer address and shrewd man-
ageinent. Bat we had to do with men who were not of the
militory cast. We Dbegan fist to enterinto tawmiitarity with
the sentries, joking with them aad pretendiag to learn French
from them. The guard, usoully of Canadians, consisted of
mauny old men, and yvoung boys, who were very “coming.” A
few small gun-carringes were constructed, not more than sit
inches in length, and mounted with cannon, or howitzers,
which were made of many [olds of paper, and were hound
tightly around with thread. These were shewn to theseatries
fronu time to time, and a little powder was requested, with
which to charge them. Our births formed an angle of the
roont. The upper births, aswell as the lower, hud aledge of
several inches jn heighth, in which, embrasures wera formed
with the knife. ‘Two parties were roised in opposition to eacht
other, cach of which took possession of one side of the angle.
The Llaze and report, which was nearly us groat aud as joud
ns 1hat of small pistals, ereated much laughter nnd merriment.
This sport, the child of & seeming folly, served us ns wpre-
tence and justificution for soliciting powder. The appurent
joy prevailing nmnong os, pleased the Canadians, hoth old and
voung, and did not atarm the goverament. We obLtainel
many cartridges in the course of a faw weeks, two-thirds of
whieh eame to the hands of Aston and his corps, for the pur-
posa of manufactuving matches, &c. & Flre arims of any
kind, could not by any (iness¢ be procured. The commerce of
cartridges, accomponied Ly a suavity and deferenee of man-
ners, towards ouv young friends, procured U many quarters
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of pounds of powder, which they bought secretly out of funds,
some of which were procured.in a ludicrous way. We had
wany sick in the hospital, for when nrny oue appeared to be
disor-dere(l in the Jenst degree, he was hurried to the inlirinury,
when cured, he was returned to us.  Sowe of Lhe inen, went
so fur asto feign sickness, to get to that place, where thiey
lived in a moresumptuous style than that of the juil. The fre-
quent rewmovals caused the propagution of w report thit the
prison was unhealthy. Many pious matrons, carue to see us,
and never empty handed.  Some elderly nuns, of respectable
families, warc of the number, and gonerally brought money,
truly not great in quantity, Lut not the less awcepiuble to the
sick and convalescent, ns these alms provored them some
slight comforts, such as tea, &o.  These were the refigious and
humane collections of the sisterhood, and 1nostly consisted of
the smallest ehange. There was a beautiful countenanced
youtl, Thotaus (ribson, first sergeant. of Heodricks, who had
studied physic ut Curlisle, Pennsylvnnia, ablied to me by afl-
nity, who had, probably from a knowledge he had of Lis pro-
fessjon, sustained his health hitherto; his cheeks were bloom-
ing as voses. He was oneof the council. As young nen, we
cared little about the means, so that we obtained the end,
which was powder. We lived above stars, and never shaved
in the gratuities of the ladies, which were rapaciouslv awaited
at the entrance of the prison.  Gibson and wmyself, were stand-
ing at o window neat the great door, and opposite to M'Coy’s
yoom, u neat little bLox, which hnd been knoeked up for his
purposes. Looking into the streef, a hudy with n thick veil,
was observed to take'the path through the snow to our habi-
tation. “Zounds Gibson, there's anun,” was scarcely exprassed,
hefore he was huvried into M'Coy’s apartinent and put to bed,
though dressed. Several of us waited respectiully ut the door,
till the officer of the guard unlocked it. ‘e nun entered—
she seemed, (rom her manners. to be genteel and respectable.
We were most sedulous in our attentions to the luly, nnd so
prevailed, ne to induce hev to come into M'Coy’s room. lere
lay Gibson, covered to the ehin with the led-clothes, noth-
ing exposed but his beautiful hair and red cheeks, the lntter
indicating a high fever. Itwas wall the ledy wasno physician.
The nun erossing herself,and whispering w pater-noster, poured
the eontents of herlittie purse into tho hand of the patient,
which he held gently, without the blimketing, and teft us.
Wiat shouald the donution be, but twenty-four coppers, equal
ab that time to two shillings of our maney. The lutter circum-
stance wlded mueh to the humor, and extreme merriment
of the trnasuction, his money wus solely appropriated for
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powder. Thus, cireless of evory thing but the 1neans of escay-
ing, we enloyed inuny merry, and even happy hours.  Aston,
who was provident ol time, Ly the middls of Mareh, (I bave
no note of the precise period,) hud wl hix matters of wrrange-
uient in good order.

The council assigned o day for the irruption. As we dared
not tonch the douvr in the cellur, [rom a fear of disecovery by
inspection, (nnd jt was exwmined ubnost dJaily,) it was deter-
mined to postpone the univosing the hinges and loek, which
were under our commnund, until the moment of escape. It be-
came nomain guestion, fiow te romove tho jce at the foot of
the door. Here luy the great diffoulty, as it was universally
agreed that the door muast be dragged down suddenly, so that
we mjght march overft. Remmember also, that a sentry was
posted not move than, from fiftuen to twenty feet from the out-
side of the door. Many propositions were mude in eouncil,
how to effect the remnoval of the body of ice without exposure
to detection. Owne was lightly to piek it away with hatchets,
a few of which, hud Leen secrelly rewnined, Ly the prisonars,
and brought into the jail.  To this, there wereseverst insuper-
able oLjeotions: the softest stroke of the lightest tomahawis,
upon the ice, would he heard by a gentry 50 near; oran un-
lucky stroke might toueh the door, which would resound and
inevitably cause n discovery. Others pwroposed to wear awey
the ice by Doiling water; two inost obvious oljections lay
here: the stenin would search for a vent through the crevices
of the door, and window, and develop our tneusures; besides
the extreme cold would have congealed the hot water, the
moment it fell, 50 as to Kld to our diMeulties. Another idea
was suggested, thaet was “ with koives ‘to cut the door across
on the surfuce of the ice,” to this plan there was a fatul excep-
tion, the ice hadl risert on the lower cross-piece of the door,
nearly an inely, so that we must out through the oross-pieco
lengthwise, and through the thick plank eross-wise. ‘Chough
this labour might luve been accomplished by industry and pev-
severance, yet the time it would necessarily take, would caase
n discovery by the searchers. Tho last and only method to
avoid discovery, was adopted.  This was to embody sixteen or
eighitean of thenost prudent mon, who knew the vulue of sit-
ence, who should, two and two, relieve ench other, and with
ouv long knives geatly pare nway the ice, next the sill of the
door, ko ns Lo mrlke n groove of four or six inches wide, paraitel
with, snd deep as the sill. The persons were named and ap-
pointed to this service. Now the eapubility of the execution
of onr plot. infused comfort nnd joy into all hearts. It wasin-
tended immedintely after locking-up, on the niglht of tho ir-
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yuption, that those prudent imen, should descend into the
vault Ly puirs, andl hy incessant Jubour, havae the worls finished
Ly thres o'clogk in the morning, when the sally should be
made. We had carefully noticed rom the walls of the jeil,
and the ridge of the house, wheve there iy a wrap-door, the
placing of the guards, the myubers and stutioning of the
sentriex.  We were safe, therefore, in the measures we had
taken, for the attack of the guawrd of St. Jolin's gute. Qur
own gnard was perfectly scrutinized.  The opportunities, were
of the most commodions kind. The gnard-house, was directly
inowr front, wheyve we conkl sce and be seen. Their windows
had no shutters.  They had hghts alt the night through: we,
tho becter to observe them, kept none. This Intter circum-
stance, enabled us distinetly to see, that the arms with fixed
havonets, wore placed in the right haad corner of the room,
as we would enter from the stair-head, and that the guard
towards morming, to a man, wers lving asleep on the floor
The sentries, ns they were velieved, did the like. This guard,
as was  before snid, fn ordinary, consisted of thirty per-
sons.  Boyd's party from a perfect knowledge of thejr
methed of conducting, estecined it no great hardiness, fo
undertake the overwhelming them, Subsequently our don-
ger must appear. The nights wese picveingly cold—tho sen-
tries soon housed themselves in their boxes. As the sally,
to succeed, must be wost sllent and quick, it was hoped Lo
quiet all of them, belore anv alarm ¢ould spread. Besides,
Boyd's division (the first yank of whieh, were to despateh the
unearest sentrv by the spear.) others of the succeeding corps,
were assigned to nssail the rest of the sentries, tmmediutely
aroundt the prison. The getting up the stairs of ousr guird-
l\ous.e, 50 qu}ul{)y as to create no wlurm, was uot, only feasible,
but inmy mind, (with the force delegnted to us,) of absolute
cevtainty of sucoess. The front door was always open by night
nn'd Ly day, \\'el knew the precise number of steps, the stairs con-
tained.  An ugile man, would mount at three strjdes. A light
wus continuudl v in'the passnge. Enteving the roomn. and turnin
to tha right, the nrms in the corner were ours. The Imyonecg
from necessity, would become the lot of the guard. In tl;i;
prt of the enterprise, profound silence was all finportant ; the
section was to rely on the spenr and tomabivwk, A‘sto;\ o
(he other hand, hetng victoviaus ot St John's 'ate was | .
stantly to turn the eannon upon the ity : Ing fugses i)ovfh::-
&e. were prepurved and ready as su\)stit.u!.cs for tht;sa of rhé
enemy, if they were extingnished oy taken from ft} ,
Tt was kinow N ¢ guns.
Nayery own t°"‘~~ that all e cannon of the yamparts were
chuvged and primed, and bLoxes of ftmuattion and piles of
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balls in the vieinity of each gun, it was caleulated, that the
execution of tho business of our section, niight ba eflected in
at Jeast fifteen minutes. together with the firing of the houvses.
Then vunuing to support Aston, and if he was victorious, to
maintain our position on the walls, under ahope of the arrival
of the American ariny froin without. In that event, St
John’s gate, a8 a first measure, wus to ne opened. But if As-
ton should unfortunntely be beaten, (which was most improb-
able,)then we were to fly in all directions, and make the ad-
venturous leap. It was supposed that in the lutter case, the
hurry and bustle created by so sudden, unforeseen und daring
an attack, would throw the garrison into consternation and
disoxder, 10 so grent a degree, as to adinit the escape of many.
Sluggnrds might expect to be massacred.

The pnrticulavity of the foregoing details, are purposely
made to jimpress on your minds, o single truth: “That the
“hest imagined schemes and thoroughly digested designs,
“whether in militury ox civil lile, uny Dbe defcated by a
“thoughtless boy, the interference of an idiot or a treacher-
“aus knave.” Two lals from Connecticut or Massachusetts,
whose naines are now lost to my memory, prisoners with us,
but who had no manner of connection or Intercourse with the
chiefs, nor knew the minute, yet essential parts of the mens-
ures of the council: but probably having overheard a whisper
of the time and muanner of the evasion: Those young men
without consultation, without authority [rowmn their superiors,
in the thoughticss ardor of their wmiuds, on the eve of the
sally, descended into the cellar, and with hatchets, picked at
the jce at the door-sill. The operation was heard. The sen-
try threatened to five. The guurd was instantly alurmed and
immedintely doubled, and ull ouar long-laboured schenes iund
well digested plans, annihilated in o moment. You cannot
form an ndeqnate ides of the pangs we endured, My heart
was nearly broken by the excess of suyprize and burning anger,
to be thus fatuitously deprived of the gladdening hope of &
speedy return to our frlends end country. It Lecame us,
howevar, to put the best face upon it. It wos suddenly re-
solved by the chiefs, 10 kill the person who shonld disclose the
general plot, and to wait upon the officers on the ensuing
morning. with our usual attentions. When morning came, it
found us afoot. About sunrise, the formidnble inquisition
took place. Tajor Murray, captain Prentis, the officer of the
guard, and o dozen musketeers came,—we awaited their ap-
proach undismayed. They accosted us very cooly. Tho collur
was visited, and the work of those fools wwas apparent. Re-
ascending, we could assore the gentlemen, that this effort to



179 HENT

escape, was without the knowledge of any of ws. This to be
sare, was said in the jesuitical style, but those who nade the
assertion. did not then know either the persons or the names
of thesillv adventurers. The officers and the guard were de-
poarting, Iuvlly persuaded that it was nomore than the attempt
of one or two persons to escape. Major Murswy wayg the last
to recede. An Englishman of whom we Kknew not that he was
a deserter from ouyr enemies at Boston, had posted himself close
to the right janb of the door, which was more than balf opened
for the passage of the major. Those of us, who were detesr-
mined to execute our last night's resolution, armed with our
louz knives, had formed a hnlf-circle around the door, without
observing the jntrusion and presence of the deserter. Major
Murray was standing on tbe threshold, speaking in a kindly
manner to us, when the villain sprang past the major, even
jostling him. The spring he mnde, was so sudden and .50 en-
tirely unsuspeoted, that he screened hinself from our just ven-
geance. Touching maj. Murray's shaulder, “8ir," says he 1
bave somnething to djsclosa.” The guards encompassed the
traitor, and hurried him away to the Governor's palace. We
instantaneously perceived the extent and consequeaces of this
disuster. The prisoners immediuntely destroyed such of the
arns, as were too bulky to hide, if destructible, and secrefed
the rest. In an hour or two, a file of 1oen with un officer, de-
manded Bayd, Cunningham and others, represented Ly the vile
informer, as lukewarim in the plot.. ‘'T'hey were escorted {o
the Governor’'s council. Here they found, that the wraten haq
evidenced all our proceedings minutely, naming cvery one who
was prominent.  Qur warthy compatriots were examined on
anth, wmnd as men of horor could not conceal the truth, The
questions of the council, (Turnished by the informer,) did not
admit of equivocation or evasion, if the examinants had heen
s0 inclined, and Dbesides all tevgiversation, when the outline
was warked, was nugatory. They Loldly adinitted und justi-
fiedd the attempt. We did not fove the worse in our provisions
nor in the estimation of our enemy. Returning to the juil.
my dear BRoyd shed the tewrs of excrnciating angaish in iny
Losom, deploring our adverse fate. We had vowed to each
other to be free or die, and to he thas foolishiy buulked. caused
the most heart rending griel. Towards two o'clock 1. M.
we seen geveral liewvy cort-lowds, congisting of Jowg and
weighty irons; such as bithoes, foot-hobbles and band-oufls,
ATive. The prisoners were ovdered 1o thelr voons.  The irou-
ing begon Lelow stairs with Novgun's company. Here the
bilboes were expended.  If not much nistaken, ten or fwelve
persons were secured, ench by o foot to o huy twelve feet long,
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and two inches in diumeter. The heavy bolts were exhinusted
in the story helow us.  When they caine to our range of 1ootus,
they turned to the lclt, instead of cowing to the right where
we were. By the time the officers crsne to us, even the hand-
cufls were nearly out.  Bach of us wos obliged to take (o lis
hirth, which containett lve wnen each. Whea they hind shackled
those of the lowey births, they commenced at one the niost dis-
tant from ouys.  Slipping in the rear of my companions, bent
down in apparent trepidation, the Llck-siith ironed my
mess-nates, and then called to me 1o descend and submit to
his office. Coming—*Never mind that Jad.” suid my friend
captain Prentis. Thev had ULat three or four puir of hand-
cufls left, whicli were ¢clapped on the elderl¥ and robust. Be-
sides M 'Coy, our Boniface the cook, Doctor f3ibson, twoothers
and myself. who were unhampered, all the rest were, in ap-
peurance, tightly and firinly secured. Though M'Coy and
Boniface, were alepts at insurrection, yet their services were
of too much importince to government, to he dispensed with.
The others of the unfettered, rewained so from the exhaus-
tion of the shackles. A new species of interesting occur-
rences, tmingled with mueb fun and sportiva huinor now oc-
ceirred, whieh was succeeded Dy a sevies of horrible anguish,
Tle ¢oors were scarcely closed, hefore we began to assay the
anshackling. Those who hwd swall hands, by compressing
the palms, conld easily divest the irons from their wrist.  Of
these there were mauy, who becamie the assistants of their
(vieads, whose hands were Jarger. Here there was n necessity
(or iagenuity., Knives notched as saws, were the principal
means.  The hend of the rivet, at the end of the bar, wassuwed
off, it was Jengthened and a screw formed upon it to cap
which, n false head was madle, vither of won or of lead, resem-
bling o8 rouch ns possible the true head.  Again neyw rivets
werg formad, from the jrop vwe had preseyvel jn our secret
hoards, from the vigilance of the seavchers. These new rivets
being made to benr n strong likeness to the old, were then cut
into twoparts—one part was dviven into the bolt tightly, became
stationary, the other part was moveable. It behoved ih:
wenvey of the nanacle to Jook to jt, thut he did not Jose the
loose part, and when the searchers came to examing, thatit
should stand fiym in the orifice. Some poor fellows. perhaps
from a defect of ingepuity, the hardness of the iron, or the
want of the requisite tools, could not discharge the bilboes,
This was particularly the melancholy predicament of three of
BMorgnn’s ruen, whose heels were too Jong toslip through the
iron, wbich eocompassed the small of the leg. Ii was truely
vuinful, to sce three persons attached to n monstrous bar, the
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weight of which wasabove theirstrength tocarvy. Itadded to
the poignancy of their sufferings, in such frigid weuther, that
their colleagues ot the bar, having shorter heels, could with-
draw the foot. and perambulate the jnil: where their com-
panions left thewm, there-they must remaln seated on the floor,
unless gome kind hands assisted them 1o remove.

There was a droll dog from the castward, who was doubly
unfortunate : in the attack of the city, he had received a spent
balt in the pitof thestomach, which had nearly ended him : now
it beeane his lot to have an immense foot-Lolt fastened to his
leg, without a companion to bear him company, and cheer his
topely hours. Tlis vietim of persecution and sorrow, waould
sonietives come awpong us in the yard, bearing up his bolt,
slasg by a cord hitclied aver hjs shoulder. Nothing could
damp his spirits. He talked, Jaughed and sung ineessantly.
Some others, besides those, were similarly situated. Those,
who were 50 lucky as to have light hand-cuffs, hore themn
abount with them. The greatest danger of discovery, aiose
from those who could free themselves from the heavy irons.
The usunl visitntions were increased from twice to thrice o day,
in the first and last the smith searched the bolts of each per-
son. DBut there were other intrusions, intermediately, by offi-
cers evidently despatched by the suspicions of government, for
the purpose of discovery. To counteract these new measures
of caution and jealousy, we weve well prepared. Sentries. on
our part, were regulariv stationed at certain windows of the
jnil, to desery the approach of any one in the garb of an offi-
cer. Theview from these windows, was pretty extensive, down
two of the streets, particularly that leading to the palace.
Notwithstanding every caution to avaid detection, yet the
slang of tholock of the great door, was upon some oceasions,
the only wamning given us of the impending danger. The
scamperings at those times were traly diverting, and having
alwaysescnped discovery, gaveus much amusement. The clank-
ingof the fettersfoliowed, and was terrible; such as the imagin-
tion forms In childhood, of the condition of the souls in Tar-
tarus; even this was sport. Happily our real sicuation was
never known to any of the government officers; unless the
good blucksmith, (u worthy Ivishman, of a feeling lheart,)
might be called such, and he was silent,

TO\\'&,!’d&: 'tha middie of April, the seurvy, which we had
})egn Smhlbxr}g during the winter, now made its appearance
inits most virulent and deadly forms, preceded and accom-
panicd by a violent diarrhoen, Many of those who were firgt
aflected were tuken to the hospital. B3ut the disease soon he-
came general among us. e were attended several times by
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doctor Muybin, the physician-general, who, by his tenier at-
tentions, and aminble manners, won our afleetions: he recora-
nmended a cleansing of the stomach. Ly ipecacuannah and nuld
entharticks, such as vhuburb, together with due exercise
Those who were young, active, and sensible of the doctoe’s sai-
atary wivice, kept afoot. and practised svery kind of othletic
sport we could devise. On the contrary, those who were -
pinely indolent, and adheved to theiv hlaokets, became ob-
jects of venl commiseration—their Hinbs contracted, as one of
wine js now : hoge blug and even black blotches appesred v
their bodies and timbs —the guras Decame black—the morhut
flesn fell away—the teeth loosened, and in several instonces
fell out. Onr minds were now reully depressed. That hilarity
and fun which supported our spirits in the greatest misfor-
tunes, gave way to wailings, groaniags and desth. T know,
from dire experiency, that when the body suffers poin, the
mind, for the time, is deprived of all its exhilirations—in
chort, whmost of the power of thinking. The elbow joiots, the
bips, the knees and wncles were most severely poined. It was
soon observed, (though the doctor’s mate uttended us almost
daily, and very carefully,) there was little or no mitigation of
our diseuses, exeept that the diurrhoesa, which was derjived
from another cavse than that which praduced the scurvy,
way somewhat abated ; and that onr vemedy lo, elsewhere in
thre matoria mnedicn, which was beyond the grasp of the phy-
sician. The dinvrhoea eame from the nature of the water we
used daily. In thewonth of April, the snows hegin to maelt,
not by the heat of the snn, but most probably by the warmth
of the carth beneath the snows. The ground, saturated with
the snow-water, noturally increased the fountain-bead in the
cellar.  Literally, we drank the mejted snow. The scurvy had
another origin. The diet—salt pork, infamous biscuit—damng,
and close confinenent, in a narrow space, together with tle
severity of the elimate, were the true causes of the scury.

There was no doubt. in any reflegtive mind among us, but
that the virtuous and Leneicent Carleton, taking into view
his perilons predicement, did every thing for us, which an
honest wan and n good Christinun couldl.

An observation may be made in this place with propuiety,
that is, that in the clinates of all high southern ov northern re-
giony, the soil is very rich nnd prolifie.  This beneficinl opera-
tion of nature, is, in nll likelihood nttributable to the nitrous
qualities which the snow deposites. 0f the fact, thab oitre is
the prinaipal ingredient which canses fertility in the enrth,
no man of olservation, ean nt this day, reasonably doubt.
The carth is replete of it. Wherever earth and shade unite,
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it is engendeved and becomes appparent. This idea is proved
by the ofveumstance. that nitre ;may be procured from caves,

the earth of cellurs, vuthouses, and even from comnon ewrth,
il kept under cover. During the late revolution, when pow-
der was so necessary, we everywhere experienced the good
effects of this minerological discovery; it gives me pleasure to
spy, that it is most fairly aseribable to our Gerwan ancestors.

The snows which usuully fall in Canada about the middle of
Novamber, and generally cover the ground until the ¢nd of
April, in my opinion, fill the soil witl those vegetative salts,

which (orwarcd the growth of plants. "This idea was evinced to
me, Uy niy vague and inconsidernte raiad, from observations
then ruade, nnd which were more firmly cstablished by assur-
ances from ecaptain Prentis, that muek ov manure, which we
cmploy jn sounthern climates, is there never used. (a that
country, the moment the ground is freed from snow, the grass
aud every species of plant. spring forward in the wost luxu-
riant maner. Gaptain Prentis, beside the continuationof hiscave
and friendship to Gibson and myself. did not restrain bis gen-
ervsity to iudividuals, but procured for us a permission from
government, to sund out an old Irishmien, of the New-York
line, an excellent catholic, to collect for us vegetable (ood. The
first specimen of this goad old man’s attention and industry,

waus the production of a large basket-full of the ordinary blue-
grass of our country; this grass, by those who got nb it, wag
devoured ravenously at the basket, if so hnppy as to be able
tocome neoy jt. Senrvy grass, in wany varietics, eschalots,

smnall onjons, onion tops and garlic, succeeded, and were wel-
comed by all of us for severnl months afterwards. This vora-
cious appetite. fov vegetables, seemns to be an incident always
coneurring in that terrible diseaxe, the scurvy: nature seews
to instill into the patient, a desjre of snch food, and of acids,

which are the only specific, with a dno attentlon to cleanti-
ness, hitherto discovered, that do eradicate the stumina of the
disense.  Froniiny contracted knowledge. it is imperceptible
that there is any naterial diserepanacy, between the sea-senrvy

und the lund-seurvy of high southern and northern Jatitudes.

The deseriptionapgiven Ly Robins, (orif you please, the Rev. Alr.

Walter,) and other voyugers, of the canses, the symptoms and

th»e cflacts of that disorder, seem to coneur in every particnloy

wlbl\olur varlous experience at Quebeo. Recollect it is not a
physician who speaks. ¥

“The lato captain Thomas Boyd, tho sirongest and lnrgest man
“‘l-f‘l;“g us, ’\vhen CoTng to tha ar, frequently fanted ; one Rothrock,
of Morgan’s, hnd so lted o Lroath, it was disgugting to onter the
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About tho time above spoken of, governor Carleton directeil
that we should be supplied with fresh beel.  This was no othivr
thun that which had been bronght inte the eity when we lay
at Ang-Tremwbdble, in che foregoing autumn, and inaid of the
stores of the gurrison. I had lwin in o frozen stute during
the winter, withent salting, but now as warm wenther was
approuching, it bugan to thaw and was liberally disposed of
to the garrison and priseners. The heel was sweaet, though
liere and thare a fictle Llueish, like the moald of stale bread,
very tender, but sontewhat mawkish. It was paintable and
nutritive to men afllicted as we weve. This beef, connected
with vegetubles, soon animated vs with an jdea of returning
health und vigor: yet, though it mitigated the pains we en-
dured, it did not totnlly el the scurvy.

The seventh of Moy wrrived. Two ships cama to the aid of
the garrison, beating through o body ol ics, wineh perhaps
was jmpervions to any other than the intrepid snilor. This
relici of men and stores, ereated great joy in the town. Our
army began their disorderly retreat. My [riend Simpsen,
with his party. were much misused, from a negleel of giving
him information of the intended flight of our army. Some
few of the men undor his authovity, struggled wnd were taken
in the vetreat. They ciune to inhabit our house. Now, fov
the sk timo, wo heard un account of the oceurrences during
the winter's biockade, which to us, though of tyivial mport.
were immensely interesting. The sally of this day. prodiced
to the prisoners additiona) comfort. Though the troops took
a4 severe revenge upon our friends without, by burning and
destroving thelr properties. Ths next day, mnore shipsond
troops frrived | a pursuit took place, the eflect of which wasol
16 consequence, except so fir os it tended to expel the colo-
niul troops frowm Canndn. To the prisoners, this refreat had
pleasing consequences, fresh Lread, beel newly slanghtered,
and a snperabundance of vagetables, wasw snlutury diet to onr
vadueed nnd scorbutis boidies.  Still freedom, Lthat greatest of
blessings, and exercise were requived fo bring back to us gon-
vine health, About this time an incident occurred, which
threw ns into extacy, 05 it velicved our winds and facnities
from n most torturing piece of presarvative duty: this was no
otlr than an authoritative divestmentof theirons.  One duy,
perhaps, the Afteenth or eighteentl of May. colonel Mnclean,
uttonded by major Carleton, a younger brother of the gen-
room he inbabited ; ona of Lamb's company, lost his gums and some
of bis tooth, all wero Loose, of which, I am cortain as his mouth wos
axnmined by me.

12—VoL XV.




178 HENRY'S JOURNAL.

aral’s, major Maibawm,* a Gevman officer, hath of whomn had
just arrived from Burope, tegether with eaptain Mentis, and
other officers, entered the jail abont mid-day. The prisoners
paraded in the jail-yard completely ironed. Captain Prentis,
by the direction of c¢olonel Maclean, poinled out to the other
officers: “This is general such-a-one—thnt is colonel snuch-a-
one," and in this manner proeeeded to name nll the Jending
chavacters, Happening to be very near the aminble, it might
e eait, admirable inajor Carleton, he was overheard to suy,
“eolonel, ambition is Jaudable; ennnot the irons of these men
be struck off?" This the colonel ordered to be done iinmedi-
afely. Our kind-hearted blacksmith waynot distunt: he came,
and {he officers vemained to sre some of the largest holts di-
vested. nnd then left us. “Come, conte, gentlemen,” said the
blacksmith, “yon ean put off your irons.” In o minute, the
vast pile lay before him.  Being now at full hodily liberty. we
completed a ball coart, which had been oviganilly formed, as
it were, by stealth. Here n singular phenomenon which wt-
tends the sourvy, discovered itself. The venerable and re-
spactable Maybio. had recommended to ns exercise, not only
as a mean of cure, but as o preventive of the secorbutie hinm-
ours operating. Tonr of the most netive wonld engage At a
gome of “fives.” Huving played some games in continuation,
if a party incautionsly sat down, lie was seized by the most
violeut pains in the hips und knees, which incapacitated Jum
from play for many hours, and from rising from the earth,
where the patient had seated himself, These pains taught us
to lceep afoot all day, and even to eat our food in an erect pos-
ture. Geoing fo Led in the evening, after u bord day's play,
thoese sensations of pain npon Inying down, pamediate)y at-
faeked ns.  The pain wouid eontinne balf an hour, and often
longer. My own experience will authorise me to say two

“This gentdoman was 6 feet 4 or 3 inches Ligly, and as well propor-
tioned. His digposition, was o Kindly one. Te spoke his own lan.
guago admivably, nnd French fluently, but no English, Knowing
from Dbis military dress and nanners, that he was a German, T was
induced to address him in thag langvage. He appeared astonished,
yeb pleased at bearing his own tongue fram an Ameriean lad—inquirad
coneerning Pennsylvania, our way to Quebee, &e. Lut seemod ap-
prehensivo of tha jealousy of the English ofMeially, who did vot un-
de-\:smnd us Tha Baren Knyphausen wanted an interproter.  Cap-
tin Prentis, who was relly my friend mada ma the proposition, ns
from tho Raron, and used various arguments to induce n compliznes,
allof whish werespurned, In 1778 or 1779, Ihadagain tha pleasure of

seeing Lhe major at Looeaster, in tho cowpany of my father, but ho
was then a prisenor.
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honrs. In theworning, we rose fren from pain, and the rou-
tine of play and fatigno ensued, btk always attendud by tho
sumne effects, porticulurly to the stubborn and ineauntious, who
would not ndhere to the wholesome adviee of doctor Maybin.
Those who were inactive, retuined those exceruciating pains to
the last, togeiher with theiv distorted, Lloated, and blackenud)
limbs.  Upon our retvrn from Canads, in the autumn of 1776,
I saw five or six of wy erippled computriots, hobbling throagh
the streets of hanenstey on their way home. It cost o tear—
all that contd be given. By the month of August, the aotive
were relieved from those pains.

Towards the end of Nay, governor Carleton ordered each of
the prisoners a linnen shirt.  Tlhis gift, to me, was most agree-
able. as linnen next the skin, for somne months past, was unfelt,
and few persons who have nof. felt the extremity of such endur-
ances as ours, can form a full conception of the gratification
we enjoved.  Having had but one shirt on at the time of our
cuptare, it was soon destroved DLy the wearing, and the ve-
peated washings it reqnived.  Delicaey forbids a dilution upon
the cuuse and elfeets.  You would langh at the description of
one of our washing parties. Rising early, the prime object
was to nnke a strong ley of woorl-ushes, of whicli we had
plenty, into which the linnen was plunge:d, and concocted for
an hour or wore, under a hope of putting un end to certain
vagyants, of a wenern with which inost of us nre acquainted.
During the boiling, the votaries of cleanliness, cloaked in n
blanket, or hlanket-cout, watched the bullitions of the kettlo
The hoiling done, the linnen was horne to the vard, wheve each
ona washed his own, and watched it during the drying, almost
in n state of nature. Captiin Prentig, pitying my sad condi-
tion, pressed npon me oftern to neeepl from him, money to pur-
chase asnitof clothes, and he would trust: tothe honor and integ-
rityof my father for pavment,whosecharacterheknew. Adher-
ing to my first derermination, this polite and generons propo-
sl of any puniable und deserving friend, was as often, vet most
thankfully declined, mungre the advice of my bosom friends
Boyd and Cunninghnm fo the contrary. He however forced
upon me a half johannes. This sinull sum was applied to the
solace of my heart. In the firef. place, to an article still more
necessary than ashirt. The residue was expended upon mat.-
ters whieh cheered the hearts of my messiates, whom I adearly
loved; cheese, sugar. tea, coffee, &c. spirits was detested, as
wa kuew it to be o poison to scorbutic persous.  What plensed
me much more, nud gnve me pure delight, was the following
oceurrence : Of my own acoord, no one knowing of tire inten-
tion, the good old Trishman wns delegated to purchase three
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or four pounds of tobacco. It was secretly hrought, anl? ay
secratly horne to our yroom. A pound was produced and fairly
parted awong our tobacoo-chewsis.  You caunot con.cul\'e
their joy. When the {irzst paroxism was over, the remainder
was disposed of in the same way. The ibankfoliness of those
brave, but Jestitute men, arose towards me, nearly to adora-
tion. You will ask why? Hear the renson: From your small
knowledge of mankind, you enn have little conception of the
force habit hios on the hnman race. One who chews, smoles
or snufls tobaceo, is bs Jittle ablo to abstain from that enjoy-
ment, as you would be, if compelled, to vefrain from your usunl
mesls. This particular is spolien of, to persuade you by no
mean to use tobacco in any shape. [t is a poison, of the ruost
inveterate kind, which like opiuin, arsenic, and several other
medicaments, may be applied to healthful purposes, yvet, if
employed in un extrame degree, produces instantaneous death.
Thess ideas are not visionary, but are supportable by the au-
thority of some of the best physicians. You are at full ljberty
to put your owa constructions upon these observations. But
1o roturn to oy fellow-prisoners.

In the wilderness, where {he army soon run out the article
of tobuaco, the men had many valuable sucecedanenms. Thu
barksofthediflerent kindsof firs, thecedar, the red willow,¥and

#Red willow (Salix purpurae.) ‘Chis shrub, which is a vative of
tue Unitod States, §s spread thronghout our climates.  Tho outer bark,
of a deep red color, peals in n very thin scale, tho inuver is scraped off
with a knife, and ts dried ¢ither in the sun or:over the fivo.  Thescent
when burning, is delightful. To increase the flavor, tke Indians
pluek the eurront yenrs branches of the upland smnach, and dryitin
bunches over tho smoko of a fire. A ha)f part of Red-willow bark,
attded (0 ns nuch of the dryed sumach forms the kille.Kinie. Those
ingredients atded to a third part of Jeaf tobacco, and tho mass rabbod
finely {ogether in tho palm of the hand, makes that delicions fume, $6
fascnatiog Lo the red, and also to the white inen.  Cnro mustbo takean
Ly the consumor, not to vse the swamp sumach (Rhus Verniz) for
tha uptand (Rlews Glabrum) as the forinor is raost poigonous, and re-
sembles the latter, in the bark andleal 5o much, that an fucurious ayo,
might be deceived. “Tho differonce (o a stranger may bo distinctively
marked by obsorving, that tho bunch of Lerriesof Lthe upland sumach
is a cone ¢losety attached to each other, and when vipe of u reddisl
color. The herries of tha swamp sumach, hangloosely peudant, fram
alengthy foot-stulk, and when ripe, are of agreenish-groy : ableast T
never auw the berry in any other siate. The unbappy person, who
would eoploy thy swamp sumach in smoking, would forfest bis oye-
sght. This truth T had frem Natanis in Cannda, and it has since,
many years ago, beon coulirtaod to me by the celebratod Senaca ' Tho
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the leaves.of many astringent ov bitter plunts supplied the
plaee; but within the hare walls of our jail, thera was no sub-
stitute for this dewr und inebriating vegetable. Thus was all
my money expended, and muceh to 1y satisfaction, and to the
heart-felt pleasurc of iny hrave und worthy companjons, whose
sulferings, 1 certafn points, were greater than iy own, The
table of the virtuous and generons Prentis, had often furpisheu
me liberally with wholesonre viands.  With convalescency
though pennyless, we again becamne merry and light-heareed.
Inthe beginning of Auzuse, we wero told by cantain Prentis,
that the Governov had concluded, to send us by sea to New-
York npon parole, for the purpose of heing exchanged; that
the transports, which had brought the Inte reinforcenents frow
Laropa, were clennsing and preparing for the voyage. Now
there was exultation. On the sevent) of Auvgast,wesvosceriben
onr written parcles.® Captain Prenfis procured mo permis-
sion from government, with a few friends. to traverse tho
eity.  An officer of the garrison attended us.  Onr fvst desive
was, to see the grave of onv Geueral, ani those of his aides;
as well ns those of the Leloved Hentlncks and Hmnphrevs.
The graves were within a si0a)! place of interment, neatly
walled with stope. The colMns of Montgomery, Cheescnian
and A Pherson, were wel) arvanzged, side by side.  Those of
Hendvieks, Huamphiveys, Cooper, &= were arrangad on the
south side of the inclosure, but as the bariuls of these heroes,
took plaee in a dreary winfer, and the earth impenctrable,
there was but little soil orn the coiins, the snow and ice,
which tnd been the prineipal covering, being now dissolved.
tlie foot af the General's coffin, wns axposed to the aivand

Coenplanter.”  You knew (he experiencs of eur own family, whbou
clearing the swumy, as to the deleterious quatities of the waad ns fuel:
“your mothev sufTercd greatly from its poisonons vapors. The joose-
deor prefer the red-willow ns food ; we most frequontly observoed
them in its neighbonrlicod.  The vanilla of South America, bas heen
applied by the Spanish manufacturors of tobacco, fu various wnys:
it is strango, Lhat we have never assayed tha Killakinde.

*TL witl perhaps be proper to givo you an itea af tha pavolo exacted
atthat time.  * \Wa whaose names are haroundor wrilten, do solemuly
fipromiso and ongage, to s exeallency gencral Cavleton, not to say
“‘or dio, any thing againgl s innjesty’s person orgovernment; l\nrll_b
“repair whenever required so to dn by hig excellency. or any of h'lﬁ
“mufesty’s commeinders in chiet in America, doth plense to direct, in’
“testimony of whicl, we have borcunto set our honds this dayne
“Queboe.  August 7ib, 1776

J.oJOH &

T racerved the original paperin 1775, In consequenco of an exchangs

of tho St John's prisoncyrs for us.




182 HENRY'S JOURNAL

view. The coffin was well formed of fir-plank.  Caplam
Prantis wssured me, thit the graves should e deepened, aud
the bodies duly deposited; for he also knew Moutgomery ns
a fellow-soldier, and Junented bis untimely fute. Thence wa
proceeded pust the eitadel, along the ramparts to Cape Die-
mond, deseended the declivity slontingly, and examined the
stockndes and bloek-house. It is this ditde tour, which en-
abled me to deserile to you, vhe site and defences of that for-
midable pass.  Proceeding thenee througha part of the Lower-
town, we caule to a parrow street, which ted us to antmmense
stair-way, one of the aseents inte the Uppuer-town, Ascend-
ing here, we came to the main pussage, which curvatured
down the hill into the Lower-town, nud which was to lead us
in our supposed attack uponthe Upper-town; this we pursued,
and came to the place of the second bavrivr, which had been
lately demolished.  The houses on botiy sides of the street, in
which we had taken our stand, were now in ruins. having
been hurnt by the garrison, as were the suborks of St. Rogue
and St. John's. This was done to vender theu unfit for the
shelter of future assailants.  Thus it is, that war destroys thoe
wealth, and robs the individualef bappinesy, We had no time
to make observations, but such as could he done in passing
bastily. Retorning to the Upper. town, by the prineipal and
winding road, we were strongly yimpressed with the opinion,
that il our whole force, as was intender], hud formed a junc-
tion in the Lower-towy, that bt was utferly impracticable,
cither from our numbers ov our meany, to ruonul by w road
suoh ns this was.  Suppose it not 1o have been Lirricaded and
enfiladed Dy cannon, it must be assailed Ly the bavounet, of
which weapon, wo had very few, and the eneny was fully sup-
plied.  But when we reflect, that aeross the road, at the ceutre
ol the avc of each curve, there wus n barrieade, and cannon
placed to rake the intervals between the different barricades,
the diffienlties of the ascent, whiclh is verv steep, would be
inerensed oven to insurmountability. Theroad is very narrow
and lined, next the hill, by a stupendous precipics: on the
other : and, there were some houses romantically perclied on
the side of the declivity, ind soms rocks. The declivity of it-
self was an exeellent defence, il the besieged conld mainfain
tho position in front, for in a short time, in so confined fspace,
the assuilints nnst either dje, eetreat, or he thrown down
the hill from the rond  Bat suppose all these defences over-
come, and we had avrived at the brow of 1he hill at the en-
trance of fhe Upper-town, hiereastil) move formiable obstacle
Presented tsell, than thoese which conld he formed by art in
the lower purts of the rowd. At this place there iy 0 hollow-
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way, which b the hiavry we wore in, and the slight view we
dared tuke, appeaved as it ent out of the solid rock, of a depth
of thirty or forty feet. Athwart this way, there wasa strong
stockade of a height nearly equal with the perpendicular sides
of the way or gulley.  From the surface above, we might
Lave been stoned to death, by the defenders of the fortruss,
without o probability of their receiving harm from us below,
though ever so well mrmed. But the stockudo jtself, from its
struetire and abunidant strength, would have vesisted a force
manifold our numbers, und much better supplied and ue-
contred. From these observations, (thoss of an uninstruetad
vouth tobe sure.) there waspo hesitation in telfing wy intimate
friends, then and since. that the seheane of the conquest of
the Upper-town, was visionary and groundless; not the result
of ourdear geneval's reflections, but forced upon him by the
nature and necessities of the times, and bis disagreeable pre-
dicament. If o conlition of our forces in the Lower-town had
taken ceffect, the general would then, most probably, have de-
veloped bis latent and real plans  “Lhe reasons given in coun-
c¢il, may have been promnlgated, merely to induce a morespir-
ited exertion upon the part of the officers and soldiery, who
ware not jn the secret, to excite u foctitions valor. Get-
ting into serious action, and warmned by the opposition of the
enemy, the troops might have been induced to persevere, in
any appnarently sudden design of the general.  The cupidity of
the soldiers had been played apon. ‘Lhis latter fuct, §s known
to me of my own particular knowledge. Somae weeks before
the attack, tho soldiers in thefr common conversitions, spoke
of the conquest of the ¢ity, as a certainty; and exultingly of
the plundev, they should win by their bravery. It was not
my business to contradiet: but to nrge them on. Perhaps the
setting fire to the Lower-town, on the side of Cape Diamond;
considering the prevailing wind, which was at south-east, buc
aftevwards changed to north and north-west; such a design
might have been effectad. The shipping also ice-bonnd, nuru-
erons and valuable, moored around the point, would have been
consmmahle: All this destruction wonld have been a victory
of no meun kind; but adding ecclat to the known gallantry
and prowess of the genernl. The Ahnighty willed, that we
shoull never know the pith or marrow of his projects; what-
ever they were, my mind is assured that shey were consid-
erately and well designed. MHe was pot a man fo act incau-
tiously and withont motive, iwnid too honest and brave to adopt
a sinister part.  No doubt wu could have escaped by the way
of St. Ronuie, proteoted by the smoke of the conflagration, and
the terror und I)ustl‘e, whick would consequently Le ereated
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in the town. Though this pass is too narrow for the opera-
tion of a large Lody of inen, in an extended [ront, still we
shoull have been too numerous, (under the circwnstances sup-
posed,) tor the eneimy to ufford, u force issuing from P’niace-
rate, ndequate to oppose us.  In tho next instance, if we
should happen to by so very fortunate, in sueh a retreat, ns to
hat the foes, they must retreat into the eity, by the way of Pul-
ace-zate, und wu shouid have entered pell-mell, and should
thus have achieved the possession of that hnportant place, the
Upper-town, which was the primary view, aud last hope of the
general and the aviny, These were the crude notions of a youth,
formed upon the spot, but in a.maturation of thirty years,
are still etained.

The general ¢id not want for information. Many persons,
male and female, (unnecessury mouths,) were expelled the city,
to wonder for subsistence smong their friends in the country.
His own knowlaedge of Quebee, where he had served, wonld
ennble in by interrogation, to extort {rom those emigrunts
a fullstock of information of ail the new defences erected by
Governor Garleton since.  Coasequently, knowing the practi-
cability of Gupe Dintond, (Adwunce de mere. whieh must be pro-
vinecinl, and I do not understand,) asan entrance to the Lower-
town, (but 2 most dungerous onoe,) and that of St. Roque, with
whieh and its barriers, he was particularly ncquainted, from
his own, and the observations of others: if so, he would most
assuredly be inforined of the defensive obstructions on the
slope of the hill, and the emploviuent of tho troops, which
would in consequence attend: andlie would alsoknow that this
place, to the garrison, would bo a perfect Thermopyle, im-
passable by ten times our nombers, if we had Leen veterans
andd weve better furnishied.  Yrom these reasons, there wus un
inducement for my mind, at all times since the attuck, Lo con-
clude, that it was never general Mantgomery's real design, to
conquer bhe Upner-town, by an invasion from the Lower-
town, but his hidden and trae plian was, by 2 consolidution of
our whote force, to buin tlee Liower-town, and the shipping,
and to retreat by the way of Palace-gate and St. Roque.  [f
sally was inade at Pnlace-gate, the event, as was observed be-
fore, might be fafal to the enemy. The compreliensive mind
of Monfgemery, would not only apprecinic to the fnl) extent,
the peenlinr advantages of the cuemy, bat estimate toits tyue
value the means he possessed, and the merity of his own armv.
Presuming the oolonists to be snceessful in the Lower-tow.n,
whero there was inneh wealth, and the avivicions among us
be iy some degree gratified, it wonld have ereated i spirit of
hope and enferprise in fhe men, tending’to indnee them tor
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main with us.  Afterwards, combining our whole force, with
the reinforeements we had &« prospect of recsiving, an attoclk
upon the Upper-town might have succeeded. In a word the
destruction of the Lower-town, in my apprehiension, should ba
considered nerely, as preparafory to a general essnilineut of
the Upper-town, notwithstanding all thut hes been suid in the
memoirs of those dayvs. A contrary opinion went abro:ul
“that the general, if be hind lived, by this assault would have
confuered Quebee.” No idear could benorefalacious. Ivwag
politicnlly right, to keep up that opinion, among the people
in those trying times, but its accomplishiment with our ac-
companiment of men and defective arms, was ideal. Our walk
from the great gate and palisnde, was considerahle, are we
reachiedour detestable dwelling : as we had enjoved ufew haurs
of fleeting liberty, the “locking-up,” beeame the more hoyrible
to our feelings. The next day, however, we had the ineffable
pleasure, of morvehing in a body to the wuter side, and ecui-
barked on board five transports.  On the following day, o new
joy waus in store for me. General William Thompson, (of
wlhiom it might well be said, “this ¢s a man,”) who had com-
manded our vegiment, at Prospect-hill, as its colanel: he bad
Leen taken prisoner at the Three rivers, with several othec
officers, in the preceding month of June. He was now aboard
of ouvlittle fleet, destined ta Nuw-York. Thompson came to
our ship, to visit the wiserable remnant of a part of hisgallant
corps. The general had o speein]l message to me, from my
father, with whom he wasintimate. Coming through Lanens-
ter in his way, to s coinmand in Canuda, he was authorized
by my father, j{ he sew me in thet eountry, to furnish me with
money. The good man proffered me four balf-johannes’, one
only was nceepted.  What was nearer and dearer to my heart,
was the informmnation, that my parents, relatives and friends
were well.  That money was applied to the use of my mess-
mates, in the way of sea-storves. Permission being obtained.
Boyd ind myself, went ashore: our purchases consisted of w
very large Cheshire cheese, coffee, tea and sugar, togetlhe,
with a large roll of tobaceo for the men. Again peunyless,
jollity and mirth did net forsnke us.

We sailed on the tenth of August, convoyed by the Peart
frigate, captain M'Kenzie. Puassing the delightful island of
Orleans, jaucli in shore, wae observed the farmers reaping their
wheat, whicl, as wo vun along, we could vbserve the huum, (n
many instances, was green towards the foot of the stalk.
From this circumstance, it was concluded, that freqnently.
particularly in cold or wet sensons, the grain inust be kiln-
dried, s is done in the north of England, and in Scotland, be-
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fore it is housed and threshed. The wheat, though sown be-
tween the (ifteenth and twentieth of May, and probably some-
times earlier or later, s weighty, and produces a very fine
white flonr.  The vovnge down the river, except u tew bojstar-
ous days, was pleasant.  We had some nahle views, interspersed
Lere and there with soinething lke villuges, chapels and faxm-
houses. Afterwards, we had in prospect a bleak nnd dreary
const and country, whose craggeduness inspired disagreeablo
xensations. The greatest eurjositjes were the seals, whose his-
tory and moanners were then known to me, but whose living
forin excited nttention, as they were ereeping up or basking
on the rocks. Tbe porpolses perfectly white, in vast droves,
played befoce end around us, and drew my attention and sur-
prise. as none but the black southern porpoise had before come
onder my view. ToLecome a naturalist, it §s necessary a man
should tyove}; it was nany years hefore hooks could persuade
me of the existence of @ green-haired monkey; but these were
dimnnitive objeots indeed in nature’s scale, of cosopavative
imagery, when contrusted with the immense river Cadaracqua,
orns it is now called St. Lowrence, second Lo no river in the
world, unless it be the La Piata, of Seutlhi America. Making
this observution, you mwst understand me to include within
it, the luke Superiov, and the waters which feed that lake.
Off Gaspy Point, whare we soon arrived, in o due north ling,
neross the island of Auticosta, the river js about ninety miles
wide. Steeriag with favorable weather, the island of St."Johus
came in view; passing it, and the Guf of Cancenux, experienc.
ingsomestorniy weather upon the ocean, and a few diffienlties,
weo lupplly arvived at New-York on the eleventh of Septem-
Ler, 1776. and anchored thireewiles south of Governor’s Island.
Now it was, for the first time, that we beard of the dilelnma
in which our country stood.

The bLattle of T.ong Island, on the twenty seventb of August,
had been unsuecessinlly fought by onr troops, many of whom
wereprisoners.  Insuch hurrying times, interconrses between
hostile wrmies in the wuy of negotlintion upon any point, are
cffected with difficuity. We had waited patiently several
weeks, 1o be disembarked on ouy own friendly shorve; yet tan-
rudized every doy with reports, that to-worrow we should be
pubt ow shore; some, and ina little while all, began to fear it
was the intention of General Howe, tadetain usas prisonersin
opposition to the good willof siv Guy Cnrleton. Thisnotion had
£o strongly impressed the minds of my friend doctor Thomas
Gilison, nnd a voung man calted John Blaiv, of Hendricks, that
they determined to escape (rom the ship. They were, both

of them, athletic and able Ladied uten, and wost adroit.
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Gibson planned the manner of eseape; > ingeniousness, hac-
ard, boldness of execution nnd eventual suceess, recefved the
applause of ull, but was disapproved, vpon the prineiplo that
it trenched upon their honor, und would impede our release.
The story is this: Gibsou and Bluir, in the evening, dressed
in shirts and trowsers, werc upon the main decle with their
costowary flapped hats, on their heads. Gibson gave me a
squeeze of the hand in token of farewell ; he was greeted kindly,
fur he was the brother of wmy sonl. He and his compunion
went to the foreeastle, where there were two large New-Found-
land dogs, each of which had his party, or rather his partizans
among the crew. These, the advonturers hissed at each other.
The dogs being engageld with their vsnal fury, sttracted the
attention of the suilors and many of the prizoners: they took
this opportunity of stripping and letting themnselves down at
the how into the wuter. Leaning over ihesides of the ship,
in company of some friends, in the sceret, and unregirdfal of
the dogs, we awaited the management of the flight.  The lnst
lighted clond appeared low in the west. Something extraor-
dinary passed along the side, a fouhish fellow asked, “what is
that * “a wave, you fool—a mere deceplion of sight,” was
answered. It was the head of Gibson, covered Ly his Jarge
Llaek hat. Wirthin o few yards of Gibson enme Blair, but with
a smuller hat, he was obvious; his white skin discovered him,
but luckily fhe anttention of the “ignorainus” was engoged
another way., ‘[hese doring men swam ro the barge at the
sterp, entered it, and slipped the rope. They had rowed a
thongand vards before the bont was missed. The other boats
of ouy ship, and of those near us, were despatehed after the
ranaways, it was too late, the fugitives had two moeh of a
start to be easily overtaken. They landed, (having rowed
about five miles)) naked, in our owa country, somewhere in
the vicinity of Bergen-neek, and hartered the Loat for some
ordinary clothing.  They waited on general Washington, who
disupproved of their demennor.

A short time after the foregoing occtirrence, anost benutiful
and luwminous, but baleful sight occurred to us, that is, the
city of Naw-York on fire. One night, (Sept. 22,) the wateh on
deck guve a loud notice of this disaster. Ranning upon deck,
we could perecive n light, which at the distance we were (rom
it, (fourniles,) was npparently of the size of the flame of a
candle. This light to mie, nppenred to be the burning ol an
old and noted tavern, called the “Tighting Cocks,” (where,
ore this I had Jodged,) to the east of the hattery, nnd near the
wharf, The wind was southwardly, and blew a fresh gale; the
flames ut this place, beecause of the wind, incrensed rapidly.
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In 2 moment we snw unothier light at o great distance from
the first, np the Northriver. Thelutter light seemed to Le an
original, distinet nnd new formed fire, vear o celelyated fav-
ern in the Broadway callerl White Hall.®  Owr aoxicty for
the fate of so fine a city, caused mueh solicitude, as we Jur-
boured suspicions that the enemy had flved jt. The flanes
were fanned by the briskuess of the Lreeze, und drove the de-
structive effects of the eleinent on all sides. When the fre
reached the spive of nlaryge steeple, south of the tavern, which
wans attaclied to n lurge chureh, the effect npon the eye was
astonishinglygrand.  If weconld have divested ourselves.of the
knowledge, that it was the property of onr fellow-citizens which
was consmining, the view might have been esteemed subliine,
il not pleasivg.  The deck of our ship, for many hours, was
lighted asnt noon duy. In the cormmencemeont of the confln-
gration, we observed many boats putring off from the ileet,
rowing speedily towards the city; our hoat was of the number.
This circumstonce repelled ihe idea, that our enemies were the
incendinries, forindeed {huy professedly went in ald of the in-
habitants. The Lot returned aboot day light, and from the
relution of theofficerind the crew, weclearly discerned that the
burning of New-Yorlc was the actof some mad-cap Americans.
The saflors told us in their Llunt manner, that they had seen
one American hinging by the heels dead, having o bayonet
wound through his breast.  They named hin by his Christian
und sir name, whiclt they saw imprinted on his arin : they
averred be was canght in the fact of firing the howuses. They
told us also, that they had scen one person, who was taken in
the fnet, tossed into the fire nd that severnls who were steul-
ing, and suspeeted ns incendinries, were bayonetted. Sum-
mary justico is ot no time Javdable, Latin thisinstanee jt miy
have been corvech.  If the Greeks could have been resisted at
Persenolis, every sonl of them onght to have beea mussacred.
The testimony wo received fram the sailors, my own view of
the distinet beginnings of the fire, in various spots, remote
from each other, and the wnanner of its spreading, impressed
my mind with the belief, that the Lurning of the city was the
doings of tho most low aud vile persons, for the purposes, not,
only ol thieving, but of devastation. Thix scemed too, the
genernl sense, not only of the British, but thatof the prisoners
then abourn the transports. Taying divactly sonth of the eity,
and in @ ornnge with Broadway, we had a fnir and fall view
of the whola process. ‘T'he persons in the ships nearver to the
town than we were, uniformly held the sine opinion.  Ti wis
nac watil gome years afterwirds, that a doobt was created ;
but for the honor of auy country and its zood name, an aserip-
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tion wans made, of the firing of the city, to nceidental circuimn-
stunces.  Itnay be well, that a pation, in the hent und turbu-
lence of war, should endeavor to promote its interests, by the
propagating reports of irs 0w Innocency and prowess, and ac-
cusing jts evewy of flagrant enormivy and dustardliness, (us
wuas done in this particular case,) but when penco couies, let
us, in God's namue. do justice, to them and ourselves, Buse-
ness and villany ave the growth of all ¢limes, and of all nations.
Wichout the most nunerous, and the most cogent testiimony,
asthefact occurred within wmyown viaw, the sloquence of Cicero
could not coavince me that the firing wus aceideatul. Some
time ufter the burning of theeity, we understood that we were
to be embarked in shallops,and landed at Elizabethtown-point.

The intelligence, exvsed o sparkling in every eye. On the
next doy, ubout noon, we were in the boats:- alverse winds
retarded us.  [bwus ten oreleven at night, before we landed ;—
the moon shone beantifully. Morgan stood in the bow of the
boat, making a spring, not casily snrpassed, aud [alling on the
earth, as it were to grasp it—eried * Oh wmy counuwry.” Wethat
were near him, pursued hisexample. Now a race commenced,
which in quickness, could scarcely be exceeded, and soon
brought us to Elizzhethtown. Here, those of us who were
drowsy, spent an uneasy night. Being unexpected guests, and
the town full of troops, no quarters were provided forus. Joy
rendered Deds useless, we id not close ouy eyes till daylight.
Singing, dancing, the Indian halloo, in short, every species of
vociferousness was adopted by the wen, and many of the most
respectable sergeants, to express their extrome pleasure. A
stranger coming among them, would have pronounced them
mad, or at least intoxicated ; though since noon, neither food
nortiquor had passed our 1ips; thus the passions may at times
have an influencee ou the hvman frame, asinebrinting us wine,
or any other liquor. The morning brought us pleaty, in the
formu of rations of beef and bread. Hunger allayed, my only
desire was, to proceed honiewards.  Money was wanting. How
to obtain it in a place, where all my friends and acqaaintnuces
were alike poor und destitute, gave me greatanxiety und pain.
Walking ap the street very melancboly, unknowing what to
do, I observed a waggon, Lujlt in the Lancuaster, county fash-
jon, (which at that time, was pecunliar in Jersey,) unlomling
stores for the troops, come or comning.  Tho owner seeing me,
grasping my hand with fervor, told e, every one believed
me to be dead. Telling him our story in a compandious man-
ner, the good, old man, withont solicitation, preseated me two
silver dollars, to be repaid al Lancaster. 'They were gladly
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received.¥ Ay heart became ensy. The next day, in com-
pany with the late colonel Febiger, and the present general
Nichols, and some other gentlemen, we prosured a light re-
turn-waggon, which gave usa cast as far as Princeton. Here
we had the plensure of conversing with Dr. Witherspoon,
who was the first that informed vus, of a resolution of Con-
gress to wugment the army. It gave us pleasure, as we had
devoted ourselves individually, to the service of our country.
The aext day, if not incorrect, we proceuded on foot, no car-
riage of any kind Leing procurable. Night brought us up ot
n farmhoase, somewhere near Bristol. The owner was oneg of
s, that is, o genuine whig. Herequested ustoturry all night,
which we declined. He presentad us asupper. that was grate-
folly yeceived. Heaxing our story, he was much affected. We
then tried to prevail on him, to take us to Philadelphia,in his
Iiaht woggon. It was objected that it stood loaded with bay
in the bavn tloor; hissons wereasleepor abroud. We removed
these objections, by unloading the hay, while this good citizen
prepared the hovses. Mounting, we arrived at the“Harp and
Crown,” abaut two o'cloek inthe morning. Tous, it wasmost
agreeable, that we passed through the strects of Philadelphia,
in the night time, as our alothing was not only threndbare but
shabby. Here we had friends and funds. A gentlerson ad-
vanced me a sum suflicient to enable ine to exchange 1y leg-
gins and nyockasins, for a pair of stockings and shoes, and to
Lewr iny expenses home. A day and a balf, brought me to
the arms of my beioved pavents.

At Philadelphia, I waited wpon a cousin of my mother's,
Yr. Owen Riddle, then a meinber of the “Council of Safety,”
who informed me, that while in captivity, he had procured
me a lientenaney. Wy heart was otherwise engnged. Blorgan
the hero! had promised and obtained tor me. o captaincy in
the Virginia-line. TFollowing the fortunes of that bold and
judicious cominnoder, my name wight huve heen emblazaned,
in tha rolls of patyiotic fume. But alas! in the course of eight
weelss, alter iy retarn from captivity, a slight cold, caught
when shating on theice of Susquehanna, or in pursuing the
witd-turkey, among the Kittatinny hills, put ao end tonll my
visionuryschemesof ambition. Thiscnuse renewed that abom -
inable disorder, the scurvy, (which 1 haa supposed, was ex-
pelled from my system,) accompanicd by every morbid symp-
tom, which hud been s0 often obLserved af Quebec, attendant

SWhodo you thinlk thiswas ? W by Stepben Itz of Lavcaster—poor
butindustrions. Y havetbioked lim athousand times since, and have
hud the pleasuro of obliging him.
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upon others. The wnedical men of all cinsses, being engaged
in the army, that species of assistance was unattainable, in
the degree requisite, lumeness, as vou now ohserve it, wasthe
consequence.  Would to God! my extreme sufferings, had
then ended a life, whiah since, has been a tissue of Jubor, pain,
and isery.



