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HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS ISSUE
On Oct. 2 in Augusta" the annral meeting of our
Society was held. Yearly election of directors and
PHOTOALBUM 2OIl AEHS
officers were held. Elected to president, was John
Activities , pages 3-6
Robbins of fuchmond, ME, John Parsons of
AEHS ANNUAL MEETING
Monroe, NY as vice president, Alan Burnell of
The Lost Hospital, Formd
Eustis, ME. as treasurer and Stephen Clark of
Test Your Knowledge Of The March
Scarborough, ME as secretary. In addition,
Progress At The Colbum House
directors were elected. For atem ofthree years
were Rusty Arsenault of Skowhegan, Stephen and
Sherri Clark of Scarborough, ME, Guy Grant Jr. of
Orono, ME. and Robert Donovan of Emden, ME. For a term of two years, elected were John Parsons and
Laura Stewart of Manchester, NH. Thomas Desjardin presented a very interesting talk about the artifacts
ieocvered this suruner from the Hospital Site in the Carry Ponds area.
Outgoing president Steve Clark described several programs that are being proposed by the AEHS
directors. One will be the exploration of acquiring land to establish a historic park in the Chain of Ponds
area to prcserve about four miles of the old Height of Land Portage Trail near the Canadian border. This
possibility will be explored during the next year.
Another program will be to assist the State Bureau of Parks and Lands to install a series ofnew
interpretive signs along the route ofthe 1775 Expedition. Money has been appropriated to manufacture
and install these signs. The first will be on US 201 in Caratunk, to mark the point where the Expedition
left the Kennebec and began the tortwous portage over the Great Carrying Place. It is hoped it will be
ready for dedication in 2012. More on this will appear in the spring edition of the Messenger.
Continuing restoration work at the Colbum House was described and it was pointed out that the
major work on the Bam should be completed for the 2012 summer season.
It was reported that Dude Wing had generously obtained a fine telescoping flag pole for the Nichols
Cabin and he installed it during the summer. Trail maintenance by Ron Gamage and Rusty Arsenault and
others was described. All present trails in the Carry Ponds area are open for public use.
The high point of the meeting was a fine presentation by long time member, Bob Cunningham, on the
subject ofthe 1975 reenactrnent. It took place along the route of the Expedition along the Kennebec, Dead
and Chaudiere Rivers to Quebec City. He also supplied scrap books with newspaper clippings of the three
week event. It was very well received.
Recognition was made to both Sherri Clark, secretary and Bob Cunningham, treasurer, who were
stepping down after three years of service to the Society. Both will continue as directors.
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location of the campsite.
Recovered were a broad axe, an English halfThe site of the so-named "Amold's Hospital,"
penny, a beautiful pewter spoon, a pewter military
lost since 1775,has been located. lt was built
button. with the number "3" on it, a jackknife, six
along the Great Carrying Place portage trail as a
temporary structure to house sick soldiers. It was musket balls, musket parts. and the most important
find, parts ofa cast iron camp kettle. It is this latter
described by Henry Dearbom as being a
item which is the clincher. It was in 17 pieces and
"blockhouse." There was no record left of its
specific construction, its size or its exact location. when some were assembled, it indicated a kettle that
would be used by a large group, for communal
As it was built hastily, it was probably a
simple log wall structure, with no foundation, and cooking. It would have weighed more than twentyfive pounds. It is possible that this kettle was left at
a bark roof. Cracks were chinked with moss and
would have had one or two openings. It was built the hospital to prepare meals for the invalided
solders.
to house only about 12-15 sick men, as specified
So the number and concentration of the metal
by Col. Amold. It was probably about 16 X 16 feet
artifacts
have identified the site as being where the
in size. Such a structure would have long ago
hospital and larger campsite were located.
rotted away, leaving no trace of its location.
These artifacts after being treated and
Around the hospital, was located a large
campsite with many campfires, and tents. Amold preserved, will be displayed most likely at the
Colburn House in Pittston. The site near East Carry
used this campsite as his headquarters for several
Pond has proven to be the most important location
days. As the four divisions each in turn passed
along the entire route of the Expedition, ever
through this campsite; most likely it could
discovered. It now solves the mystery of where the
accommodate up to 300 men at a time. With this
number of men using the site, it could be expected hospital was located. All in all, it was a geat day
that metal objects were lost or left behind to mark for the Society. Not quite as storied as the
discovery of King Tut's Tomb, but almost!
tlte location. Using descriptions in several ofthe
soldier's joumals, an approximate location was
pinpointed. It would have been near the beginning Test your Knowledge of the Expedition!
of the portage trail between East and Middle Carry 1. How many companies comprised the
Expedition?
Ponds. It was in this area that the hunt began.
2.
Who was the Expedition member who later led
On August 20s of this year, 11 AEHS
an American army defeating the British at
members met at the Nichols Cabin on Middle
Cowpens?
Carry Pond. From here, the group struck out for
the designated site for the hunt. Duluth and Kenny 3. What Expedition member later became known as
the "Patriot of Worcester and has a statue there?
Wing had once explored the site and felt it was a
4.
What two captains leading Expedition
probable place to start. It was close to the pond's
companies, were from Maine?
shore, and was level, making it a logical site to
5. There were four portages as the Expedition
accommodate several hundred men. Eight metal
ascended the Kennebec River. Name them in
detectors were used and it was not long before
order fiom first to last?
"hits" began to sound through the woods. The
6. A certain tributary along the main stem ofthe
group fanned out and explored an area with a
Kennebec
River was know by the men of the
radius of about 100 yards. At the center of this
search area a large number of metal artifacts were Expedition as Six Mile Stream. What is it named
(See Answers on Page 7
recovered, marking the campsite's location. The

The Lost Hospital, Found

today?

large number of artifacts definitely delineated the

A Scrapbook of Society Activities for 2011
The dedication
at Lac Megantic,
Canada
Dedication of the Amold
Expedition display at the
new Lac Megantic City
Cultural Center in the old
Railroad Station. 14 AEHS
members attended.

The City of Lac Megantic.
The oullet ol' the lake is on
the right, and is the start
of the Chaudiere River,
t)owing north to the St.
Lawrence and Quebec

City

A portion ofan artifact
display loaned for the
dedication at Lac Megantic
by AEHS member, Duluth
Wing.
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Arnold Hospital Artifacts Recovered, Aug. 20,2011
Photos: Right: A sample of recovered artifacts. Left: AEHS member Kenny Wing with broad Axe.
Photos Compliments of Tom Desjardin
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The actual site of the Hospital
whcrc most of the artifacts
were rec<lvered.
(Tont Dcsjardin photo)
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Tracking the Plaques

,

()ne of the man-r" plaques
along the lixpe<lition's route
in Maine. 'l'his one is
located in llustis
near thc Cathtdi'al I'irc"
and is dedicated to then
Ma.jor'l'irnothy lligelow"

(Fran Grant Flioto)
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Plaque marking the Route of
thc llxpedition and honoring
Co. Benedict Arnold
located on Route 27 in Eustis.
(Fran Crant photo)
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AEHS Directors

Bob Cunningham, founding member
and past treasurer of the Society.

Below
Laura Stewart, new director
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Retiring president, Steve Clark
and wife and secretary, Sherri.
They are also co-editors of the
Society's Messenger.

I
;il

Page 7

Answers to Questions, from Page 2

1. Thirteen.

2. Capt. (later general) Daniel Morgan.
3. Major (later colonel) Timothy Bigelow.
4. Captains Goodrich and McCobb.
5. Ticonic, Skowhegan, Norridgewock, and

Caratunk (Devil's) Falls.
6. The Carrabassett River.

Bob Cunningham Steps Down
After many years acting as the Society's
treasurer, Bob stepped down at the 201 1 annual
meeting. Bob will continue as a director, as he has
for nearly 40 years. . Bob has been a successfi
business man who now resides in historic Lincoln
Center, MA. He has been involved with the
Lexington- Concord Minutemen reenactrnent that
occur each year. Bob was one ofthe founding
membeN of the Society and has helped guide the
organization to its cment successes. We wish
Bob well, thank him for all he has done and his
participation for many more years as a director of
the Society.

Progress at th Colburn House

siding, and work can begin on an entirely new bam
floor.
After these projects are completed, the effort
will shift to the second floor, to revamp the
bateaux display and to establish other displays. ln
the long run, it is hoped that various types of social
events such as weddings, meetings, and
neighborhood gatherings can be held here.
As reported previously, much has been
accomplished in the main house, including many
new displays and a rebuilding of the main chimney.
The caretaker's quarters in the ell have been
completely redone and refurbished.
Some may ask why these major renovations
have been drawn out so long, now going on to its
fourth year. Easy answer! The State budget is
extremely tight but through the diligence ofTom
and Lori Desjardin among others, they have kept at
it, a little at a time. We recognize thefu efforts and
owe them many thanks for their exemplary work.
Also, several foundations have donated
significant funds to the restoration project as well
as some members of the AEHS. It is a given, that
if private funds from generous benefactors became
available, it would speed the process to
completion. For more information, please contact
the president of the AEHS, Jay Robbins.

Visitors to the Colbum House will be
pleased to observe the fine progress that is
occurring on the huge bam. As most members
2012 is Upon Us
know, the entire bam was badly rotted around the
Flipping new calenders are on the docket for
sills ofthe structwe. Later, the entire structure was
replacement
soon! Other than the end of the
jacked up several feet in order to lay a new
Mayan Calender and a minor presidential election,
foundatioq and to replace the entfue sill on all four
not much is scheduled. This applies to the AEHS
sides. After the jacking, it was also found that the
as well, at least as far as planning new Society
main vertical bam frame was also rotted up to a
events. The directors would appreciate any
height of 6-8 feet. So this needed replacement as
suggestions as to what would interest our
well.
members. So ifyou have any ideas regarding
This past summer, available fimds have
what you as members might like, by all means, let
allowed the replacement of about two-thirds of the
us know! Please contact:
huge sill timbers and vertical uprights. More will
John(Jay) Robbins, Pres. AEHS
be done next surnmer, hopefully to complete the
P. O. Box 9
sills and uprights, so that the bam can be lowered
Richmond, Maine 04357
onto the new foundation. Then the work can
email: robbinshistorical@gmail.com
commence on replacing the lower sheathing and
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AEHs New Membership Form
Mail this in with your check and membership info. Include your phone
number and email address if this is acceptable to you. Make check payable
to AEHS.
Category.
$ 20
_ lndividual Member
$ 25
_ Family membership
Contributing member
$ 50
$ 200 (one time payment)
_ Life Membership
Additional donation for Society programs $
To order the AEHS map of the 1775 Expedition's route from the'Kehnebec
River to Lac Megantic, Canada, send check for $ 5.95 to AEHS. These
make great gifts for binhdays and Christmas. These can be ordered
unfolded, suitable for framing or wall mountingJor an additional $ 6.00 to
cover cost of shipping tube and postage.
Arnold Expedition Historical Society.
60 Burnham Road
Scarborough, Maine 0407 4
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Atnold Expedition Historical Society
60 Burnham Road
Scarborough, Maine 0407 4

To:
Mr. ROBERT ROTH
31 SOUTH ROAD
KINGSTON, NY I24OI
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