
Calendar 

Sat., Sept. 18 – Annual meeting at 
Colburn House. Bring lunch if you 
wish. The Directors meeting will 
start around 9:30 AM. 

 

Trail Maintenance Report 
May 22 was our trail maintainers day. Thirteen 
members arrived at the appointed meeting spot 
at Arnold's Landing, ten men and three ladies. 
Upon arriving we were greeted by Mike and 
Patrick Holt who had arrived early to set up 
their table to make fresh coffee and donuts. Pat 
and Mike are two very active members who 
always show up early to provide the coffee and 
donuts, and are always there to pitch in on any 
project from trail work to redoing the roof on 
the camp. This last year Mike through no small 
effort was able to get our website up and 
running.  

 
We are truly fortunate to have a good-size group 
of members who are always there to pitch in on 
projects when they arise. This year in addition 
to clearing the trails between Arnold's Landing 
and Middle Carry Pond we were able to open a 
canoe path from the mountain road into Middle 
Carry Pond, and clear a spot for two tent sites. 
All this while entertaining the largest swarm of 
black flies that I can remember dealing with 
while doing trail work. 

Cleared out around the sign at the end of the 
driveway for more parking. We got the tent site 
covered in hardwood chips and raked the area. 
Stopped for lunch around noon and had a short 
meeting for directors and left for home around 
two PM.  
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Unloading the trailer load of chips that Norm Kalloch 
brought for the tent site. 

Door Maintenance Report 
Here is a view of the side door of the Coburn 
House barn, rebuilt last fall by Bob Donovan. 
The trim boards got painted after the meeting 

June 20. Looks and operates much better now. 
Thank you, Bob. 

Roof Maintenance Report 

The blockhouse at Fort Halifax at Winslow got 
a new roof, documented in the Morning 

Sentinel. This was not an AEHS project but 
seems of interest. Funds came from the State 

Historic Preservation Office, the Town of 
Winslow and the Friends of Fort Halifax, 

$25,000 total. 

Carrying Place Trail Now Longer 
The Great Carrying Place Trail, formerly 11.8 
miles, will become 12.2 mi. by the use of the 
new trail cut by Bob to the end of our easement 
at East Carry Pond. This is a major 
improvement. It means that most of the original 
portage trail from East to Middle Carry Ponds is 
now a normal part of the GCP route. It also 
replaces a little over a mile of gravel road 
walking with a mile of woods walking. Bob saw 
something to improve the route that none of the 
rest of us realized. Damn good job Bob!  

Note: the old printed trail booklet is now out-of-
date and no longer available. The updated one is 

online at the AEHS website.  

Road Plaques: Fairfield, Route 201 
Clayton McLaughlin has been traveling the 
Arnold route documenting the commemorative 
plaques along the way. This issue we feature 
this stone monument, set in place in 1917 by the 
Waterville chapter of the D.A.R. It is on the 
right side of Rt. 201heading north from 
Fairfield. Look for it in a pie-shaped wedge of 
land formed where the road forks.  
 Clayton writes, “In 1775 there appear to have 
been a scattering of dwellings along the river, 
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https://arnoldsmarch.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/AEHS-The-Great-Carrying-Place-Portage-Guide-2021.pdf


and there has long been a reference to Arnold 
spending a few nights in a house in what is now 
Fairfield. According to a report in the Annals of 
Fairfield, ‘In 1771 Fairfield's first recorded 
house was built by Jonathan Emery on 
Emery Hill. This log structure, later sheathed 
with boards and much altered by a succession of 
owners, was demolished by the Cianboro Corp. 
in 1982. Samuel Emery was born in the house 
June 15, 1773, said to be the first white child 
born in Fairfield. Benedict Arnold is reported to 
have stayed a week in this house while the boats 
were being carried around five miles of rapids at 
the time of his ill-fated Quebec Expedition in 
the autumn of 1775.’  

 “I do not know if this is true as I have not seen 
an account of this in Arnold's reports, however 
Emery's house would have been well positioned 
to meet Arnold's needs. The thing that makes me 
uncertain of this claim is the wording in the start 
of account, they say the first recorded house, not 
the first house built. So I suspect that there were 
a couple of earlier cabins in that stretch of the 
river that could have been used by Arnold. In 
addition, Emery's house was only about six 
miles above Fort Halifax so it is hard to picture 
Arnold being content with stopping that soon.” 

New Book - excerpt 
Our own Steve Clark and Steven Darley are 

working on a new book on the March to 
Quebec, to be featured in the Journal of the 

American Revolution. Steve C. has shared some 
chapters he has written. Here is the second 

chapter, so far numbered “Y”.  

The Dead River to the Height of Land, 
and the Hurricane 

 Three of the four divisions were steadily 
working their way up the relatively flat 
Dead River Valley (readers should 
compare the elevation of this valley, at 
1100 ft. with the historic military route to 
Canada, via Lake Champlain at all of 100 
ft.) The long Bigelow Range paralleled 
the river. Discouragingly, Lt. Col. Enos’s 
Fourth Division was still languishing on 
the GCP.  

 As each contingent emerged onto the 
river, they were amazed by the contrast 
of what they had just endured to the ease 
of travel on this gentle river. The valley 
was twenty miles long and wound its 
serpentine way westward. However, the 
valley was surrounded by mountains in 
every direction.  

   Because of this river’s gentleness the 
men were able to make good time 
upstream. There were only two short 
portages around two small falls 
(Hurricane and Arnold Falls).  

  As they worked their way up the river, 
some came to a prominent point with an 
unusual open area, the site of a Native 
American’s camp. The soldiers decided 
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to erect a flagpole (the type of flag is 
unknown). A hundred years later the site 
became Flagstaff Village.  

   On Oct. 19, Col. Arnold, camped with 
Greene’s four companies, called a halt to 
the advance. This site was the important 
forks of the Dead River where the army 
must follow its North Branch.  

   The halt allowed Arnold to order Major 
Bigelow to go back down the river to 
obtain badly needed barrels of food from 
Enos’s division. All presumed that Enos 
had a reserve. In the meantime, Morgan’s 
lead division continued up the North 
Branch towards the Height of Land.  

   Three days later Bigelow dragged back 
with a meager two barrels of food, about 
a day’s rations for the over two hundred 
men camped there. Enos had claimed his 
division had no reserve of food. To make 
matters worse, it had begun to rain 
steadily. The men huddled in the 
remainders of their tents or under 
overturned bateaux.  

   Arnold concluded there was no reason 
for further delay. He gave the orders to 
proceed immediately, even in the 
increasingly heavy downpour. The 
companies of Greene’s and Meigs’ 
divisions launched their bateaux with 
water entering them from both above and 
below, and struck off up the North 
Branch of the Dead River. Morgan’s 
division was already ahead of them.  

 What happened next was the worst of 
luck for the expedition. One of those rare 

late fall New England hurricanes caught 
them as they began poling against the 
increasingly swift current. Completely 
drenched, they camped at dusk as the 
wind was picking up. It was so bad they 
could not get fires started. The wind 
continued to increase. Branches and then 
whole trees began to break off or be 
completely uprooted. Tents could not be 
pitched so the only shelter they had was 
to overturn the bateaux and pack 
themselves under and just hold on. It was 
a terrible time and was doubtful many 
slept. The sound of nearby trees crashing 
down in complete darkness must have 
been terrifying.  

   Arnold and his men were roused by 
shouting when they discovered the rising 
river required them to haul their bateaux 
to higher ground to avoid being swept 
away. Arnold estimated the river had 
risen nine feet during the night! At 
daylight, with relief, he noted the wind 
had abated but unfortunately the rain 
continued. 

 The soldiers began the day observing 
that the river was now a dangerous 
torrent. They devised a way to avoid 
being overset by pushing their bateaux 
between trees along the flooded woods 
adjacent to the river. As the day wore 
on the waters abated somewhat so 
they were able to begin to use the river 
again.  

  They had laboriously worked upriver 
to a narrow gorge with a waterfall just 
above (Shatagee Falls). In order to get 
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the boats through the turbulent gorge, 
they attempted to “line” them up with 
ropes. They formed a line of seven 
bateaux, working them up the edge of the 
gorge, when the lead bateau broke away. 
Like a row of bowling pins, all seven 
were overturned. The men, flailing for 
the i r l ives , were swept rap id ly 
downstream. The boats were dashed to 
kindling on the rocks. Luckily all the 
men were fished out, but all the precious 
cargoes were lost including muskets, 
powder and worst, the food. The men 
downstream saw with astonishment the 
mass of debris floating by. One item did 
not float -- a keg of hard coin was lost on 
the river’s bottom and could not be 
recovered. This was meant to buy 
supplies and food in Canada, another 
blow to the expedition.  

  Arnold, assessing the gravity of the 
misfortune, called a halt and they camped 
near the falls that night. The site would 
be appropriately named Camp Disaster. 
The men built fires to dry and warm the 
poor men from what we now know as 
hypothermia.  

  Arnold called a “Council of War” to 
discuss if they were to proceed or turn 
back. Even with these terrible events and 
running out of food, the officers bravely 
agreed to proceed. Capt. Hanchet’s 
company was ordered to rush ahead to 
the French settlements to procure and 
send back food for the army to survive. 
Capt. Thayer was ordered to collect 
about twenty very sick or injured men 
who could go no further and must be sent 
back. Thayer was also to carry orders to 

Lt. Col. Enos and his trailing 4th 
division. 

  At dawn, the various contingents again 
set out, still battling the flooded North 
Branch. The many walking men had 
difficulties trying to negotiate the land 
along the river because of the tangle of 
downed trees and the swollen tributaries. 
A few understandably became lost and 
had to be rescued.  

  Thayer and the sick men set off in 
several bateaux, rapidly descending the 
swift river. By early afternoon they 
arrived at Enos’s division campsite. Here 
he was to observe and experience the 
second major disaster to befall the 
expedition. He recorded the event in his 
journal.  

  Arnold had given Thayer orders for 
Enos to send forward all able soldiers 
with fifteen days’ provisions, enough 
food to get them through to Canada. 
Enos’s response was to call a Council of 
War. Eleven senior officers were present 
from the three companies under his 
command. The three captains angrily 
contended they had no provisions to 
provide for ANY of their men to proceed, 
thus no men could be sent forward.  

  After a rancorous debate, a vote was 
taken. The results were six to five to 
proceed, with Enos, the division’s leader, 
voting in the affirmative. The three 
disgruntled captains then left the 
meeting, conferring beyond the hearing 
of the rest. They soon came back and 
declared they and their men could not, 
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would not proceed further, and would 
immediately abandon the expedition, 
returning to their respective homes. Enos, 
frustrated and in tears, said to Thayer that 
since they were turning back, and he was 
“their leader” he would have to go back 
with them even though he had previously 
voted to proceed. 

  Understandably, no record was ever 
kept on the voted numbers and 
circumstance of this abandonment.  

  The number of rebuking men from the 
three companies and the sick men from 
other divisions is not known but it 
probably was around 200, roughly a 
quarter of the then-existing army.  
  What effects this event would have had 
on the outcome of the campaign can only 
be speculated.  

  Lt. Col. Enos upon his return did face a 
Court of Inquiry, but all the officers, 
o t h e r t h a n t h e t h r e e c o m p a n y 
commanders, who might have testified 
were in Canada, fighting the war. Enos 
was never charged.  

  After the breakup, Capt. Thayer in 
anger, left the abandoning men and 
headed back up the river to rejoin his 
men, spreading the word of this 
discouraging event.  

  Arnold and the rest of the army were 
working their way up the last part of the 
North Branch. Fortunately it was less 
than ten miles to reach the Chain of 
Ponds near the Height of Land. Arnold’s 
party reached the Chain (and no more 

river current) early in the afternoon. They 
gratefully noticed that the effects of the 
hurricane were much less here.  

  Being further north it had begun to turn 
colder so when each contingent broke out 
onto the Chain of Ponds, it was snowing 
lightly.  

  The Chain was a line of six small ponds 
connected by narrow thoroughfares. Both 
sides of the Chain were flanked by huge 
mountains with steep cliffs running right 
down to the pond’s shorelines. It was like 
passing into another wild world. The 
Boundary Mountains and Canada were 
just ahead.  

  As each contingent reached the Chain 
many of the men were on foot and had a 
difficult time working along the exposed, 
rocky shoreline.  

 To the weakened soldiers, experiencing 
the first stages of starvation, this 
foreboding, mountainous wilderness 
must have seemed like the end of the 
earth. They had barely survived a 
hurricane, they had just been abandoned 
by many of their fellow soldiers, they 
had little food to survive, they had no 
winter clothes, and now they were 
enter ing an ut ter ly inhospi table 
wilderness.  

  Arnold’s party in several bateaux 
rapidly crossed the ponds and reached 
the last of the Chain in the coming 
darkness. Their guide missed the portage 
trail recently cut by Lts. Church and 
Steele’s party. They did find the pond’s 
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inlet (Horseshoe Stream), following it 
until dankness forced them to stop. They 
camped that night not knowing where 
they were. They did know the stream was 
not the right way as there were trees 
laying across the narrow steam.  

   At morning while still following the 
stream they heard soldiers shouting on 
the nearby portage trail. They soon 
joined them, then continued passing over 
two more small ponds (Horseshoe and 
Mud). Finally they reached what would 
become Arnold Pond, the headwater of 
the entire Kennebec River.  

  Directly ahead of them was the last of 
the Boundary Mountains, the other side 
of which were the waters flowing down 
to the St. Lawrence.  

  Again it was getting dark but Arnold 
was driven to push on. His army was 
starving. By torchlight they climbed a long 
ridge to a 1600-foot gap in the mountains. 
There they found Lts. Church and Steele and 
their party camped. They were still marking 
the portages. (This gap would later be the 
international boundary). He camped with 
them that night. Tomorrow they would 
proceed downhill for the first time.  

[To Be Continued] 

Darley’s Voices Waiting to be Heard 
Published 

Stephen Darley’s second book of journals from 
the March to Quebec has now been published 
and is available via online outlets, such as 
Barnes and Noble. The book lists nineteen 
accounts and serves as a sequel to Darley’s 
previous Voices From A Wilderness Expedition 
(2011). There are “new insights into Arnold’s 
crossing the St. Lawrence River” on the way 
north between two British warships -- an exploit 
similar to what he would later pull off at 
Valcour Island but this time without the benefit 
of a day-long cannon battle rendering everyone 
nearly deaf – as well as information on how the 
“old country men” taken prisoner at Quebec 
were pressed into British service. Well worth a 
read! 
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https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/voices-waiting-to-be-heard-stephen-darley/1139624192?ean=9781665526074
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-battle-of-valcour-island-stephen-darley/1117712223?ean=9781480029439


AEHS Membership Form 
Mail this form with your check to: AEHS, c/o Fred Clark, 9 Randall Rd., Winslow ME 04901  

Include your phone number, and email address if this is acceptable; and please advise whether or not 
you want to receive the newsletter electronically. Make check payable to AEHS. 

  Category: 
    _____ Individual Membership $30 

    _____ Family Membership $35 

     _____ Contributing Membership $75 

     _____ Life Membership $250 (one-time payment) 

   Additional donation for Society programs _____ (tax-deductible) 

To order the AEHS 18 x 28 color, two-sided map of The l775 Expedition’s Route from the Kennebec 
River to Lac Megantic, Canada send check for $5.95.These can be ordered unfolded, for framing or 

wall mounting, for an additional $6.00 to cover cost of shipping tube and postage.
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