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2023 Annual Membership Renewals   

We are very thankful for your membership and 
support for the Arnold Expedition Historical 
Society. As a reminder, the 2023 dues for annual 
members are coming due January 1st. We hope that 
you will renew so that we can continue to work 
towards preserving the historical expedition route in 
Maine.  

There are three ways to pay. (1) In early December 
AEHS will send an invoice from PayPal hoping to 
provide you with a convenient way to renew your 
membership online. (2) You may also renew by 
visiting our website Membership Page at https://
arnoldsmarch.org/product-category/membership/ 
(3) If  you want to avoid the internet entirely, simply 
mail your personal check to our treasurer, Steven 
Gehnrich, 386 Murphys Corner Rd, Woolwich, 
Maine 04579. 

Your membership dollars are a major source of  
funding for our land and easement acquisitions 
which preserve the trails and our discovery and 
preservation of  artifacts found along the way. 
Thank you! 

Stephen Darley    
1940 – 2022 

With great sadness and a deep sense of  loss, the 
Arnold Expedition Historical Society says 
goodbye to Stephen Darley - a good man - a 
friend of  many. His passion for the 
Revolutionary War and the exploits of  
Benedict Arnold fueled many a discussion 
among our members. Our deepest condolences 
to his family, friends, and readers. 

Stephen Darley died peacefully, at age 82, at 
his North Haven home with his wife, Peggy, by 
his side. Steve was raised in a small farming 
community in northern Utah. He attended 
Utah State University and then law school at 
George Washington University. He served for 
two years in the army, one in Vietnam. 
Afterwards, he moved to New Haven, 
Connecticut, where he operated a real estate 
and development company which specialized 
in affordable housing. Although he was raised 
in the west and had written several articles on 
the west, his latest book, Miles Goodyear: The 
Adventures of  the Only Connecticut Mountain Man in 
the Rocky Mountain West, focused on mountain 
men who were in the west in the first half  of  
the nineteenth century. He also wrote four 
books on the American Revolutionary War and 
Benedict Arnold, as well as a number of  
published and articles on that topic.  

Steve was a member of  the North Haven 
Genealogists, the Utah Historical Society, the 
Museum of  the Mountain Man, the New 
Haven Museum and Historical Society and the 
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Arnold Expedition Historical Society. Steve is 
survived by his wife, Peggy Brennan; son, 
David Picton; son, Eric Darley and his wife, 
Amy Christopher; and two amazing and much-
loved grandchildren, Angela and Adrian 
Darley. He was predeceased by his parents, 
Farrell and Valene Darley; and his sisters, Ruth 
Darley and Linda Huppi (Darley). No funeral 
or memorial service is planned. In lieu of  
flowers, the family asks that contributions be 
made to the Arnold Expedition Historical 
Society, which can be mailed to 386 Murphy's 
Corner Road, Woolwich, ME 04579, or via 
www.arnoldsmarch.org. 

Great Carrying Place Connector 
Trail Temporarily Closed 

The Arnold Expedition Connector Trail 
bypassing West Carry Pond is closed until 
2023. This one-mile section of  the 13.5-mile 
Great Carrying Place Portage Trail between 
the Kennebec River and Flagstaff  Lake will be 
closed while logging operations are conducted 
by Weyerhauser Company.  Logging will start 
in December and be completed before the 
spring thaw.  The AEHS expects the connector 
trail to reopen in late spring of  2023. The 
other segments of  the portage trail remain 
open to those Arnold enthusiasts who would 
like to walk in the footsteps of  Arnold's Army’s 
1775 portage between the Kennebec River and 
the Dead River to invade Canada.  

Oct. 1 Hike 
by Clayton McLaughlin 

 On Saturday October 1st, twelve members  of  
the Arnold Expedition Historical Society met 
on the shore of  Flagstaff  Lake. The goal for 
the day was to retrace the route of  the 
Expedition  from Cathedral Pines in Eustis to 
Arnold Pond in Coburn Gore. The weather 
was clear and cool as  we gathered by the three 
plaques that have been placed there by the 
D.A.R. at the place where the Dead River 
enters what is now Flagstaff  Lake. Looking 
down the lake we could see Bigelow Mtn. with 
its twin peaks now ablaze with fall colors.  

Kenny Wing pointed out that when Arnold was 
standing in this spot there was snow on those 
peaks. With that thought adding to the cool 
damp air we loaded into our cars and headed 
North to Sarampus Falls. At the falls we met up 
with two members from Lac Megantic in 
Canada to round out our numbers to fourteen. 
After a brief  description by Kenny of  the 
horrendous obstructions encountered at this 
point of  the march we loaded back into our 
cars for a brief  stop at the overlook at Chain of  
Ponds. Here the foliage and the view of  the 
ponds is nothing short of  spectacular, however 
time was ticking and it was back on the road 
for about four more miles where we turned off  
the road and entered the woods. Now on foot 
we entered the woods to pick up the trail that 
the army slogged along as they moved 
northward along Horseshoe stream. Here the 
trail is clogged with blowdowns and in general 
is unmarked. At about 2 PM: we broke out of  
the woods onto a logging road were three of  
our party left for home. The rest headed back 
into the woods for a short walk to Horseshoe 
Pond. This is a small but charming pound set 
amidst  tall pines that is very pleasing to the 
eye. It is however doubtful that traveling in the 
snow and on short rations that the army 
stopped to admire this place. We next hiked 
into Horseshoe Falls but were unable to cross 
the stream because of  the flow. So back to the 
cars and on to Arnold Pond where Kenny 
pointed out the place where they crossed into 
Canada. It was a full and rewarding day and 
we are looking forward to next time.                          

Road Markers 
by Clayton McLaughlin 

This plaque is set in the stone across from 
Arnold's Landing on route 201 in Caratunk. 
From here you are facing across the Kennebec 
River to the place where the army left the 
water to start the great carry.  Looking closely, 
you can see that some unknown patriot shot a 
hole in the plaque. It is hard to understand just 
what they may have found so offensive about 
the plaque, however it is on the road to 
Quebec.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
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Stephen Darley 
1940 - 2022 

Fort Western 
main building 
(L) and 
blockhouse.  
Photo by Clayton 
McLaughlin. 

Plaque at 
Arnold’s 
Landing.  

Photo by Clayton 
McLaughlin. 



 

Oct. 1 hike. 
Photos by Ben 

Smith. 



 

Still Oct. 1 



Ken Wing’s routes  



Recent Explorations 
by Ken Wing 

To bring everyone up to date with things I've 
been working on north of  the Chain of  Ponds. 

I walked two horsebacks south and parallel to 
Horseshoe Stream between Round Pond and 
Lost Pond at the end of  October. [Photo 1]. I 
used my metal detector the entire time, with 
high expectations of  finding some Arnold 
Expedition sites on them. But, alas, I did not 
find a single 1775 era metal artifact this time - 
just old bottle caps, spent brass cartridge cases, 
and some nails and wire. But in my defense I 
only searched in kind of  a direct line where I 
thought soldiers would tread. I am still 
advocating a more thorough search. That will 
be the next step as far as I'm concerned, to 
write these horsebacks off  or in fact locate a 
new site(s). The good news is I found many of  
dad's old orange flagging marking out his 
"footpath" from Natanis Point to Lost Pond! 
He did this in the later 1980s. Every time I find 
one of  these pieces of  flagging I say out loud 
"thank you dad". I also got straight in my mind 
exactly where Public Lands property lines are. 
Even the foresters in Farmington didn't know 
that much (and to top that off  their maps are 
wrong). [Are they using Montresor’s map? - Ed.] The 
red lines on this screenshot that I explored 
amounts to 3.66 miles, not counting the long 
walk into and out of  this "track". Needless to 
say it was a very long day! The Mercier 
brothers are anxious to work with me doing a 
more detailed metal detecting survey and I 
think I'll propose this area to them and we'll go 
at it next summer with three detectors covering 
100% of  the ground. 

The other thing I accomplished was to explore 
the Public Lands portion of  the Expedition 
Trail, from Natanis Campground (on two 
separate occasions) to a stream crossing on 
their northern end named Half  Mile Stream. 
This is the same stream that dad had a 
problem crossing with his "footpath" except in 
very low water conditions. And all along this 
path I located dad's old flagging from the 1990 
days, I think he was spot on. This track is 1.25 

miles long. [Photo 2]. From an AEHS 
standpoint it will be very worthwhile to find 
where those soldiers on foot left Round Pond 
and headed up along Horseshoe Steam. The 
only way to determine this is with metal 
detectors to locate an expedition artifact. 

I've had a nice long talk with the manager of  
the Parks & Lands office in Farmington, Tim 
Post, an old friend from back when we were 
both forest rangers. I told him I had relocated 
dad's old footpath and AEHS was interested in 
making this more formal as we all discussed at 
the recent fall meeting. Tim was all for it and so 
I met with one of  his forest technicians (Will 
Jefferies) on November 1st to again walk this 
footpath and lay down an "official" GPS track 
for P&L maps. Will has been working for P&L 
for two years and is now very interested in 
Arnold's Expedition and had done 
considerable research by the time we hit the 
woods. He had also researched this particular 
land ownership and informed me that dad's 
footpath was still in their overall management 
plan and that P&L is 100% looking forward to 
making the footpath more formal and allowing 
AEHS to do extensive metal-detecting work on 
their land, another project for the upcoming 
spring/summer. 

I'm disappointed I didn't find another 
Expedition site this fall, but I really feel there is 
at least one to find, especially considering the 
Spoon Site that I found south of  Lost Pond a 
few years ago. And I have to say that we've 
done virtually no exploring on the north side of  
Horseshoe Stream yet. There no reason why 
some of  those in bateaux wouldn't have 
camped on a good spot on "river right" given 
the opportunity!! 

Food for thought.... I think we need to come up 
with a better name for this footpath vs. me 
calling it "dad's footpath". And we sure as heck 
aren't going to call it "Longfellow Trail"! How 
about the Arnold Expedition Horseshoe 
Stream Footpath, or something like that. And 
now that I'm looking at it the acronym for that 
could be AEHSF. LOL!! 
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Arnold Expedition Historical Society 
386 Murphys Corner Rd. 
Woolwich ME 04579

AEHS Membership Form 
Mail this form with your check to: AEHS, c/o Steve Gehnrich, 386 Murphys Corner Rd, Woolwich ME 

04579. Include your phone number and email address if this is acceptable, and please advise whether or not 
you want to receive the newsletter electronically. Make check payable to AEHS. 

  Category: 
    _____ Individual Membership $30 

    _____ Family Membership $35 

     _____ Contributing Membership $75 

     _____ Life Membership $250 (one-time payment) 

   Additional donation for Society programs _____ (tax-deductible) 

To order the AEHS 18 x 28 color, two-sided map of The l775 Expedition’s Route from the Kennebec River 
to Lac Megantic, Canada send check for $12.00.These can be ordered unfolded, for framing or wall 

mounting, for an additional $6.00 to cover cost of shipping tube and postage.


